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PREFACE. 



iHJS narrative and observations now pre-* 
siented to the public^ were the fruits of a voyage 
ttadei;;taken splely with commercial.views. They 
were written without any expectation of their 
bein^ copied, and without the remotest thought 
0i'puMieati6fi. But falling accidentally under 
the notice of the Editor> he was pleased with 
perusing them, and believed that, if printed, 
they would also be agreeable to many others. 
He accordingly communicated this idea to the 
writer, who, after considering the subject, with 
a proper degree of modesty, consented to the 
proposal ; and the first edition was printed just 
before bis decease. 

Many inquiries having been recently made 
for the work, which is now out of print, the 
Editor is induced to publish a new edition, 
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iv PREFACE. 

and this he is the more encouraged to do, a$ 
the widow will derive a benefit from any profit 
which the publication may afford, 

When readers deriTe amusement or in-- 
structiori from a work, they naturally wish to 
know something respecting the author j a brief 
account is therefore annexed^ He was the 
second son of the late Doctor Abraham Sut- 
diff, who practised, with much skill and repu- 
tation, as a physician, in Sheffieldj and who 
died thci'c about fifteen years since* At Shef-* 
field, the autlior, who was born and educated 
in tlic religious Society of Friends, served his 
apprenticeship 5 and afterwards settled in bu- 
siness as a merchanti In this line he con- 
tinued for several years, and dealt extensively 
w^ith transatlantic connexions J which, aftet 
some time, occasioned him to make two voyages 
to America, for the settlement of his affairs^ 
The latter voyage and th6 travels subsequent 
to it, comprise the transactions which are now 
oiFcred to the public. 
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At tlie Author's return, iu the year 1806, he 
found his family, consisting^ of a wife and two 
daughters, all well ; but shortly after, his elde? 
daughter was taken ill, and her complaint 
pfoyed a consumption, which terminated her 
life in. the nineteenth year of hen age* By thi^ 
means, a once numerous offspring was reduce4 
to an only surviving child. 

He continued in England till the year 181 1| 
when, be •ceneeiTed that a residence in Ame? 
rica, woidd be mote advantageous to him. Acr 
eordittgly, in the 6th Month, accompanied b^ 
\ns wife and daughter,, be embarked for New^ 
York, with a view of settling io that country, 

• • • 

i 

On his arrival in America, he $oon met with 
a concern on the banks of tibe Schuylkill, about 
three miles from Philadelphia, in which he was 
preparing to embark, with a very respectable 
connexion, and was making the necessary ar* 
jrangements, when he caught a severe cold, by 
assisting at a fire in that city. Tlie physician 
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did not consider his disorder alanmn^, till the 
first moans used, for his relief, failed ef thede* 
sired effect. Another physician uTas then called 
in, and afterwards a third of considerable emir 
Bence. Their united skill, however, proved 
unavailing, and his disorder rapidly gained 
ground. 

He was sensible and entirely composed du- 
ring his illneiss^ and conscious of hiB situatmn. 
About an hour before his deeease, on being 
asked if he did net suflfer much^ be relied: 
^ No, I am very comfoirtable |*' and a- kind 
friend who was much with him adds^ that she 
''^ never was witness to such uninterrupted sweek- 
i&jess and serenity, in a death-bed scene." 



He died on the 11th of 11th Month, ISIU 

Whilst the Author was in Amcric|i, on the 
iroyage related in these sheets, he had frequent 
intervals of leisure, which the nature of hia 
mercantile concerns rendered unavoidable. -Of 
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some of 'these opportunities he availed himself, 
' to ^ri»t his connexioiis and friends in variods 
parts of the country; having also the viev^ of 
gratifying his euriosity, and enlarging tHe 
sphere of his information. Being a man of obr 
nervation, .of a strong memory and benevolent 
disposition, and having formed an extensive 
acquaintance with respectable persons in Ame- 
rica, by whom he was treated with kindness 
and attention ; he seems to have been qualified 
to reader aa account of tua travels both pleasing 
and interesting^ The Editor therefore ventures 
to presume, that many of the remarks and oc- 
currences^ Cbsftained- ki thiHitQirvolume, will 

prove us^Eul as well as anpsing to juvenile 
reader^ f I and thai they will not be destitute. ^f 
information to persons of mature years. The 
narrative npptfaro to be judicious, ai^d is given 
with great simplicity ; and the Editor has not 
^e lieast dwibt of its strict v^acity, The anec- 
dotes: vrise naturally from the subject, and are 
^neraUy of a curious, noveli, and instructive 
u : They «re auoierous, and form a pecij^ 
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liar and striking feature of the work. Oi^tbe 
whole^ the Editor persuades hinasrif^ ^a^ the 

second edition of these travels will not be un^ 

. . . » * . 

acceptable to the generality of readers^ 
ith Monthy 1815. 
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xHE chasms which sometimes appear iq the dates 
of these Travels, arise from a *4vish to avoid the re- 
petition of engagements, or of circumstances similar 
to what have been already described ; or from the re- 

• , • * 

spective periods, not furnishing any thing sufficienlly in* 
teresting to meet the public eye, and as the former edi- 
tion supplied the Author's immediate acquaintances, 
some of the lesser incidents, which were interesting 

more peculiarly to them, are omitted in the present 

*> 

edition. Some additions are also made. 

The Prints which accompany the work, are taken 
from sketches drawn by the Author himself, when on 
his travels. 

• * < 

/ EXPLANATION rf the PLATES: 
Plate I.— Frontispiece. 
A Farm-Hoilse in* the Back Settlements. 

« 

a* The stumps that remain of trees which have 
•been girdled. This operation consists in taking off 
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2 or 3 inches of the bark all round the trees ; in coi>- 
sequence of whiab, they die and ere blown down by 
the wind| leaving stumps remaining below the girdled 
part of the tree. 

b. A Worm Fence. This construction, like the 

operation just described, is a proof of the little value 

ef timber in the parts where these fences are com- 
• . . . . » i» . • 

monly found. It consists of piles of rough rails, the 

ends of which cross each other at irregular angles, a^ 

obtuse as the requisite stability of the fence will 

allow, fonmiog a 2ig-2ag line of division* The fence 

is supported at the angles by stakes driven into the 

' ' ', • . • • ■ 

ground^ mi fastened to the upper timbers or rails- 

Plate II.— P^ge 88- 
American Friends going to Meeting in a settled Frost, 

With their carriages placed oo sledges, as described. 
This practice obtains not only in the beaten roads 
round the dties ;: ha| in coui^try pUctis lili^ as the 

plate esLhibits* ^ , . . -, 

PtATB III.*-PM:e 1%U . , 

Friends* Meeting-House at Meriooi 

With horses and carriages fa^ten^d to .trt^s^ fkc., duriiu; 

the time of meeting* 
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Plate IV.^Page 169. 

The Falls of Niag^ura. 

To do full justice to this amazing cataract, would 
require a much larger plate than can he given in this 
little volume. If the reader cons^]ts the description 
and dimensions ^ven at p. l69> &c. it will scarcely 
be needful to make further observation. 

Plate V.—Page 218. 

An lodian Family on a Joum^y^ 

This plate may compensate for the omission of the 
anecdotes, which the author has alluded to, but not 
given in page 218« 

Plate VI.— P^gf 283. 

American Friends going to Meeting in Summer* 

The open carriages described in this plate, are called 
waggons, and the best of them Jersey waggons- They 
are made very light, hung on springs with leather 
braces, and travel very pleasantly. They are covered 
at the top with canvas painted* On the sides, there 
are three rows of curtains, and those in the outer row 
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are likewise of canvas painted* Those of the middle 
row are made of linen, and the inside curtains are 
green baize. The season and weather regulate the 
use of them^ 
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Chapteh I. 

The author leaves home—Peak in Derbyshire — Mail' 
Chester — Liverpool— Transactions before the voyage-^ 
'Sets suit from that pori.— Occurrences on the voyage.^', 
t4rrival at New York. 

22dofthe 5th* Months 1804. 

.^^Fvrai ha'niig' taken lea^^ of my relations and 
fiiendiB ia Skefiield, I left home Mrith my wife and 
ehildren. As our road lay through-Caadeton, we 
Tisited Peak's Hole^ which was agrei^ gratifica- 



* Ha time vtiomftjF net be accu»tomed to designate the Montln 
in this maaneri the following I^ble, sbowiog at one view their 
numerical names, may be useful : 

1st Month. • • .. . • .January. Tth July. 

Sd February* 8th August. 

3d March. 9th . • Septembcx, 

4(h ApTil. 10th October. 



5th ••••... ««s...«]ll^. 11th November. 

^b Juoe. I2th December. 
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and this he is the more encouraged to do, as 
the widow will derive a benefit from any profit 
wliich the publication may afford* 

Wlien readers derire amusement or in-^ 
structiori from a woric, they naturally wish to 
know something respecting the author j a brief 
account is therefore annexed^ He was the 
second son of the late Doctor Abraham SnU 
^liff, who practised, with much skill and repu-^ 
tation, as a physician, in ShefReldj and who 
died there about fifteen years since< At Shef-» 
field, the author, who was born and educated 
in the religious Society of Friends, served his 
apprenticeship ^ and afterwards settled in bu-^ 
siness as a merchant* In this line he con- 
tinned for several years, and dealt extensively 
with transatlantic connexions $ li^ich, after 
some time, occasioned him to make two voyages 
to America, for the settlement of his affairs^ 
The latter voyage and th6 travels subsequent 
to it, comprise the transactions which are now 
offered to the public. 
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At the Author's return, iu the year 1806, he 
found his family, consisting^ of a wife and two 
daughters, all well ; hut shortly after, his elde? 
daughter was taken ill, and her complaint 
proved a consumption, which terminated hep 
life in. the nineteenth year of hei: age* By tlii* 
means, a once numerous oiSspring was reduce4^ 
to an only surviving child. 

He continued in England till the year 1811^ 
when, be ^con^eived that a residence in Amcr 
fica, would be more advantageous to him. Acr 
eordittgly, in the 6th Month, accompanied h'^ 
tds wife aad daughter,, he embarked for New^ 
York, with a view ef settling in that country* 

On his arrival in America, he soon met with 

• • . _ 

a concern on the banks of Uie Schuylkill, about 
three miles from Philadelphia, in which he was 
preparing to embark, with a very respectable 
connexion, and was making the necessary ar^ 
jrangemfents, when he caught a severe cold, by 
assisting at a fire in that city. The physician 
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and this he is the more encouraged to do, a$ 
the widow will deriye a benefit from any profit 
which tlie publication may afford, 

When readers derire amusement or in^ 
structiori from a work, they naturally wish to 
know something respecting the author ; a brief 
account is therefore annexed* He was the 
second son of the late Doctor Abraham Sut- 
diif, who practised, with much skill and repu- 
tation, as a physician, in Sheffield j and who 
died there about fifteen years since< At Shef-* 
field, the author, who was born and educated 
in tlie religious Society of Friends, served his 
apprenticeship ^ and afterwards settled in bu-^ 
siness as a merchant* In this line he con- 
tinned for several years, and dealt extensively 
with transatlantic connexions! lirfiich, after 
some time, occasioned him to make two voyages 
to America, for the settlement of his affairs* 
The latter voyage and th6 travels subsequent 
to it, comprise the transactions which are now 
offered to the public. 
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At tlie Author's return, iu the year 1806, he 
found his family, consisting^ of a wife and two 
daughters, all well ; but shortly after, his elder 
daughter was taken ill, and her complaint 
proved a consumption, which terminated hep 
life in. the nineteenth year of her age* By tliis 
means, a once numerous oiSspring was reduce4' 
to an only surviving child. 

He continued in England till the year 1811^ 
when, be -ceneeived that a residence in Amcr 
rica, would be more advantageoiis to him. Acr 
eordingly, in the 6th Months accompanied Irf 
his wife and daughter^, he embarked for New^ 
York, with, a view ef settling in that country^ 

On his arrival in America, he soon met with 
a concern on the banks of the Schuylkill, about 
three miles from Philadelphia, in which he was 
preparing to embark, with a very respectable 
connexion, and was making the necessary vtr^ 
rangem^nts, when he caught a severe cold, by 
assisting at a fire in that city. The physician 
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Tily upon some of oar minds at parting the eten- 
ing before ; and now, to have almost a eeiiainty 
•f spending another day with my wife, children, 
and near relativesi seemed to me a privilege 

almost invaluable. 

• • ... • • . 

90th. I spent this day with my wife and 
. ehildren, in the family of my kind relatives; and 
ao pleasant it was to me, that it was like th» 
addition of one day to my being in the world. 

Qlst This morning my wife and childl^en, 

with part of my rdation's fandly, and a wo* 
, man friend of Rochdale,, accompanied me on 
. board the Laura, then lying about a mile from 
. Liverpool, near the Cheshire shore. As 1>ur 

beat passed by the Princess, a ship of war, then 
. lying in the Mersey, we were a littXe entertained 
, by the ship's crew being ordered to mantherig* 
. ging, just as we were alongside of them. In a 

few moments after the word of comroalid Was 
. given, the shrouds of every mast appeared iso- 
. vercd with seamen, from tho-deck to t^ heads 
. of the masts ; having the appearance of three 

lofty pyramids ; each beginning with ^ fi)e d 
. meuat the bottom, andfinishitig at.the top ^ith 
, a single jjddiyidual. After spending about an 

boor, and taking some refreshment on board the 
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Iaux^9 yve all returaed ssdfe to Liverpool^ where 
I slept ibis night. 

,. 1st qf^th Mentht llie wind becoming more 
favourable, we received orders to be ready to 
go on board again in the evening ; so I again 
took lejiye of my wife and children ; but as 1 had 
before to return on shore, and the winds conti- 
nued Y^riable, there was a probability that I 
mq^t have to return to them again in the morn- 
ing. These circumstances took away a little of 
. the. edge of our anxiety at parting, and rendes;* 
ed this not quite so formidable as our first taking 
leave on the S9ih ult. At the water-side, my 
feUow passengers and myself found a boat was 
waiting for us. We got safe to the vessel^ 
which lay at anchor the whole of this night The 
next morning, what little wind we had was fa^ 
Tourable ; and it being a clear aud beautiful 
summer's day, the town of Liverpool, and 
country on both sides the Mersey, appeared i% 
^eat advantage as we sailed down the river. 

^fter passing a little way into the Irish Chan- 
nel^ pur Captain sent away the Pilot. On the 
Pilot leaving' our ship, the Captain requested 
that when he got to his own vessel he would 
not present our seamen with a bottle of spirits 
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as was cemmonly done in saoh cases, alle^ngf. 
that his men were already so intosLieated they 
were scarcely able to work the ship. This cir- 
cumstance, though seemingly of small imf>ort* 
ance, had nearly l>een of serious eonaequenoe id 
us ; and, for a time, tliere seemed some dftcig'er 
of a mutiny amongst ike men. Sneh w^is the 
sourness which it produced, that, duting "the 
wholes -voyage, they sullenly refused thfe cuch> 
tomary allowance from the Captaifi, of a boltte 
of brandy «t the end of every week ; «ftd, at-one 
tiilie, a ringleader in the busiiiess, who had feri- 
merly served on board a ship of war, hfobe axA 
intt) vevj abusive language to the Captain, and 
treatt;d liim in sudi a mamrer, fiiat tftiepe waa 
«ome danger ofl^e Captain firing llis piaioi at 
trim . I was soiTy to find that tbis tDan had htxm 
favoured with an echioatiofi io our Sodety ; aad 
iAmt his mo3ior wtis a valuable fr iend« Not** 
wiftstanding his bad conduct towards Ihe OapK ' 
tain, he always behaved with kindaess aad at**' 
tention to me whenever I came in his way, and 
when I spoke to him, which I did, several tiroes^ 
endeavouring to convince him of the ira5)ropriety' 
of his conduct, in tlius doing his utmost to break 
in upon that subordination whidi waB neccssirrv 
to be maintained in every ship. ^ ' 
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After Aie Pilot had ieft vm, we prdeeoded 
ahmg the W'elch caaat, having the mountaiiis of 
North Wftles in tM yitm daring the whole of 
Aie day. The weather bdng calm and clear; 
it is scarcely in die power of words to describe 
the grandeur of tlie prospect, which indeed was 
sucbtiiat we coiaU hardHy regret tbe riow fvo^ 
gress we made. In flie aftemooav whea opposite- 
aae of the hi^iest moaaiaias, we. were alaroiedi 
by Jthe aoise of a hearer discharge of caaaon,. 
froiD one or two Tessels which were soiae di#«* 
HuucB a*head of us^ At first we sap^posed it to^ 
he an eagagieaseat between aa English and a; 
Freodi privateer ; bat,. 9a cnmiag.Dearer; we 
bad reaaea to boUcve they weye two slave shipsy 
which liad left Liverpool ahtile before us, and? 
bad taken tlie opportanity of soahag dt^r great 
guns, and oiievcisiag their inen, whea^ia a si*^ 
taation that would produce the greatest echo« 
and -nwae y a'disposHiDn very prciraieatin the 
wcrkL- 

• - # 

The ni^ coaiiag oh,' flie b#aatifill and ro^ 
BMi^ We&di ^eeaery was Md fri>m as ; and/ 
aesst mavang, ha^iagiaade.tet^iittle progress^ 
dariffg tba night, welband ourselves nearly o^«* 
pasiteto'SUiiyheadl Haviagheen favoured with' 
aamMlh »ea, waeMafked^siakn^, and ratdawnr 

B5 
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to breakfast Tvith some appetite. Before w^ roa6 
{roiii table, a ship that was coming up the Chaii' 
Bel, put out her boat and made a signal to speak 
yfiih us. Our vessel was accordingly managed 
in a way to put them to as little trouble as pos- 
sible; and they soon reached us. On thdr 
counng^n board, tie founds the ship was the 
liverpool, from New -York to LiTerpool ; and 
the Captain^ being an old acquainianct o£ tiie 
Master of our ship, they were rejoiced to see 
each other. After an exchange of intelligeoce 
and news*papers, we parted from her, and sailed 
slowly round the head of Holyhead, and sood 
bad a fine prospect of Caemanron Bay ; bat be- 
fore the evening closed, ^e sky was overcast^ 
and the wind got up, so that we were under the 
necessity of taking in a great part of our sails; 
aad several of ua begaa to be very sick. 

In the course of the night, whaclL waa yery 
dark, the wind became contrary ; and it was with 
great difficulty we got through Ihe narrow part 
of the Channel, new St. David's Head, wkliout 
fairly putting back towards liverpool. Thepaa** 
^^e was not aeoo^iriished, wittont several tiiiie» 
tacking from one coast to the other ; and, could- 
I have had the management, I would gladly 
have put the ihip im WSfmi HtTeit; and-did 



ailifiwii the Cttptsun to dp it Howei^er;^ we had 

CftUB^ to be thankful that we got well out of this 

narrow sea, although not witliout imminent dan^ 

ger of lo9Uig our cabin-boy/ who was washed 

overboard as he was carrying the knives and 

forks from the caboose to the cabin ; but, ii) 

passing through ihe, railing, he got entan^ed. 

amon^stlsopie ropes which hung from the rail, 

and ^^ ^^^ providentially preserved. Nearlj 

.our. whole stock of table knives and forks was 

^ Jostj^ whipb was a giceat inconveniency to us^ 

^>eiipeoiaUy b^ng just at the commencement of 

- our iroyage ; however I did not regret the loss 

. of the kmv^s and foi:ks, seeing the boy^s life was 

preserved. This accident made so strong aa 

impression uj>on the poor lad, that he never re* 

covered his isynrits during the voyage^ 

Our first mate being aa active manr, made us a 
leWvtAble Soicks /rom an 0I4 barrel hoop, using 
. ttieimdiorasaAa&¥JiL These, ^ith our pock^et- 
^ knifLef , served as substitutes for those we had 
^ k^tt Thiil little ppcursence manifests the. pro* 
>?pnety>of pass^eng^rs providing themselves each. 
. wJEth an qitr% koife and fork. 

About two days after, tjbis^ we got clear of 
^^ JtK^.tho JSnj^sh.^f^ji Ir^ ^pf)st| and made a. 



28^ TSATELS ]« 

f apid progress on our Way neisoss the Atlmtk^ 
There seemed every }Nrobabiliiy of our beings 
favoured mih a short passage ; but, in a Toya^ 
at sea, as in the \oyag« of Ufe, il ofteA ha^ppeas 
that our prospects are not realized. 

After about two weeks of general &ir wind, 
we began to experience bard gales, and fnMB 
unfavourable quarters ; so that for a week or tak 
daysy^ we made but little way» The patience, ofi 
our Captain being a good deal tried, and bin 
temper somewhat soured, he was liable to use 
harsh language to his people, and pavtieuiaTif 
to a black man who was steward of tiie ahipu. 
On one occasion, the ship had laid to for several 
hours, not being able to carry any sail, except-, 
ing a single one to steady her« In tins state sbe 
was left to drift before the wind, which was then, 
to use the Captain's expression, blowing a hur- 
ricane, and she was of course a good deal agiw 
tated. The waves, according to the seamen'* 
phrase, were running mountains high. It faap« 
pened, under these drounratanoes, that one oC 
the passengers, by a sudden roll of the Teasdl^ 
was near being thrdvi^ down tbestaira into.tfaar 
cabin ; but, catching hold of the mahogany hand- 
rail, he saved himself at the expense of breaking 
Uie rail. This fhe-Cii^nm 4id uot observe till 



Bight nFhea we "Vfere all seated ia the caUn. 
Theo be fell upon 4be poor black maa, ivith vio-^ 
I^t and «lMBMir<e boguage, charging liim witb 
hreakkig &e vail. After hia pa»sioii was some- 
what dubside^) I tohi IiIhi that I was a witness 
ths^ the bl^ck man. was inBocent af what he had 
tSbBOfg^ Umfivith; that, considerittg the kind of 
iiBf vfe bad passed o^er, there was great cause 
ta be tbai)klid no other damage had been sus- 
teamed than the breaking of the baBd^-raA, and 
that, so &r from giTing way to pasMon at trifling 
thijiga, in such a time as this^ our minds ought 
rather ta be impressed with gratitude, that we 
had beeBu.pr^iridentialJy preserved through the 

storn. 

At first, the Captain seemed offended at my 
freedom^ ai^d turned from me in displeasure* 
Nothing more was said at that time ; however* 
after we ivere all in bed^ and the passengers 
mostly aaleep^ he called to me, and, on my an*, 
sweriag him^ he.said, that he was convinced of . 
ibe justice of my observations ; was obliged to 
me for the hints I had dropped, and that he was 
sorry fiir his having given way to passion, when 
far other sen^imeata ou^ht to have possessed hi^. 
Bum}, Xhis a^qoi^l^Ugment was ingenuous oil 
the part of the Captain ^ and I brieve he sl^j^^ / 
no Tforse for it. 
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In the courses of the day, when the weattMr 
had cleared up, though the \frind still blew very 
hard, and the waves irere roHing ahmg^ in awful 
grandeur ; while- the ship was yet lying to- and 
drifting before the wind, the other pa^sengecs 
and myself went upon the upper part of the quaj^' 
ter deck, that we might have a full view of tbe 
sea when thus agitated, and appearing in all ks 
majesty. There is something in such a scene 
exceedingly humiliating. The most powerfel 6t 
men, when thus baffled, and riding on the waves, 
every moment in danger of bring swallowed up/ 
are indeed but ''as the small dust of the balance.^* 
Every sensible mind, when placed in cAtuatiaBs 
like these, must be alive to the sentiment which 
that expression conveys. 

As we thus stood admiring how every wave, 
after rolling along in majestic greatness, seemed 
to break at our feet before it reached the %hip, 
the first mate, who was on the watch, cafled out 
aloud, for every one to take care of himself; 
Observing that he ran and placed himsdlf under 
the quarter boards, near one of ^e stansiom^'l 
immediately fallowed his example, lindy taking 
fast hold of the ropes, sat down by him ; wfaieb 
I had scarcely done before one of these Irage^ 
^fk^e% rolled eoDoplete^oftrftli^ «bip j cnnl^lti^ 
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irere, for a sliort time, overwhelmed by it. Such 

was the force with which it struck the ahip, that 

she reeled to the other side, and really trembled 

trader the stroke. One of the^ssengers ha^ng 

his back towards it, and not hearing the maters 

warning, was struck down with so much vio- 

Ieti<^, and precipitated to the other side of the 

Vessel with so much force, that his head, striking 

against one of the quarter boards, broke the 

board in pieces ; and a pair of doth pai^taloons^ 

. whicA he held in his hands at the time, were 

wiuihed overboard. Indeed we had great cause 

ta be thankful to Divine Providence, that we 

escaped without further loss or damage ; and il 

was matter of admiration to me, that, whilst 

buried in the wave, my mind was preserved from 

any considerable fear or anxiety as to the con- 

aequencea^ 

At this lime, we were, I befieve^ in the gulf 
stream ; for as the water passed over iis it felt as 
"Warm^s new milk. The ship reeled so much^to 
.ctoe side, at the stroke of the sea,, that we had a 
second immersion as she righted, after recover- 
ing from ^e shocks As it had blown a hard 
gale all the preceding night, the ocean was be> 
oeme sa very rough pretty early in- the morning, 
^ihttLft kwry Jiea ta»k« ^aiigh ttM» <s»biii wiik- 
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^wBj and rolldd iflFto 4be beds-oaeM itide of 4h#' 
»bip ; wbicb oecasioiied a gfiBai alans ;. and I 
tuFe fielclem j^eo wea riae mope <|ttickly fr«m^ 
tinar beda^ tbfia our oampanioiifr did <oii tlia|; jnd^ 
of the cabin. 



r 



. A little time tifier tti^'Stonn had mhuded? «a4 
ibe &eft was beofwie cakii', we viftre 'Gtik&rteiafcA 
wjtii tbe fiigbt of a aufnher ttf flying fiaheB^ wbidby 
-fitwa tiate to Aub, cootomed to^rbe owk ef fth^ 
S6a, and after takiag riiort flighib>. dropped agiain 
ial0 the nvater. These flying iiahes appeared (Ur 
be parmied bjr a muBber of dolpluiia^ ivfeich^!fotf 
a coauderaUe time, kept oompany widi the sbip^ 
•o a» to gi^e ua a fuU opperUmjty of obaer^u^^^' 
theii? beaud&l eoloura, contii^uaUy •dkaagiiag to 
the Tarioua tints of aziire, gveen andgcdd. Tb^ 
gold fishes, which we see confined in glasa jars,^ 
are very beautiful ; but not at all to be compared 
with the dolphia, whieb }Ur beside^ a; naack 
larger fish ; generally weigbiag 9 or 1# pfKhodiv 
Oiir seamea caught i»evend of tbenii; and w^^ 
£0ttn4 them "very good eatfag^ A4l4y>|i^ tber 
colours of ike dolphin fate ^iweecKngly betnl^ak 
whUe ali v^ and in rnqtioii in the ai^, yat tiutf ara: 
atill n^ore ex4raQrdj»ary wbesa ih^fiab ia^tafc^^ 
out of; the water,, ap4 «» kk ti^ 9gfSfimi^^{ deaths 
^n, e^wKj ttbMT .fli t|iB niiabMv 



diaiftgiiig m npid saoeeaiim. at loi|g tm ]it%, 
remains. 

As the iMphiiis were m:]MHrsuit of the flying 
fishes, «a the dolphins, in Iheir turn, were punned 
by the shark* ; and such is the actiidty q{ thena 
▼eracfous aniM«ls in aeieing tiieir prey, that^ 
w^iilsi one of our peaple was dragging up a^did^ 
pfahi, as ^okly as he possibly ooald, a huge 
flliark picrt vpliis mendi^as jm¥S asd aaalched 
*flie fish from- thfe-hoek. 

The voracions -shanrk «isa hnd In coemieffi; 
for the saitors^ by thfomng ant paeees of meitt, 
-enticed him to osme sanear liie aliip, that imt 
^4he«efi]peMy phoJslead^qyoBiflie^inaia-cdiaiAa, 
had an opportunity of 4aatiBg!the naose ^ a 
strong rope over his head ; and the other end of 
'Ihe rope being passed Hbraugh a*Wbck,'he was 
quickly hoisted apan deek, wherd^ be lay aanae 
lime striking the beards- wiDi hif tail with gr«ai 
violence. It was curious to see the agitation af 
the fittle pilot fishes, which aooompanied the 
shark ; and when he was dragged <mt of tite 
water, they seemed to ««re their best endeaToura 
to follow him. • 

The pilot fish is something like th^ ipackerei^. 
but of a smaller size. On the shark being 



thrown upon the deck, several guokiiig fishes Ml 
ironi him about 8 or 10 inches in lengthy The^e 
fishes. I should suppose, are a considerable an- 
noyance to the shark, sticking close to vaiioiis 
parts of his body like a leech. The Captain not 
being willing that he should be kiUed^^* 09|>^' 
icount of the dirt and disAgree^Ue smell, ih^t^e 
woaM make ; and the sailors not being vjrillj||[ig 
^at he should escape puaishment) wantonly t|f d 
« piece of wood iibout th^ piau^ o|,a, cpmuaon oar 
to his tail) and then hoii^t^d hiip agidn and^Jet 
him into the sea. Notwithstanding he bad bef n 
out 9f the water moTiC^ thaA. a .qiifoter af/an. hof^, 
fhe moment he reached the sea> he dived into 
the deep with the incumbraacQ at his tail) ap- 
parently witik the greatest eases, <M yf^ V^ot 
sight iB a few seeonds» ,. .,» 

' Of the Tftrioas kUida of fishes* we s^w on jpr 
passage, parpoises.were the most common. They 
''are large, weighing from 20 to 30 stones \ yet 
we frequently saw large finals of tifem ext^^d- 
ing as far as the eye could reach : they wercAll 
driving along in one direction ; frequent^y^leap- 
ing quite out Of the water^ and often . pas9ing 
close by the ship, so as to afibrd the ^lor^. an 
opportunity of striking them v^ith the harpopq^ 
,and dragging them on board. Som^ 4?f jOio 
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people, I obsenred, were partial to the beart and 
liver oi this fiah wh^i fried, asserting, that thi^y 
were scarcely to be distinguished from those of 
a hog, when dressed in the same way. 

At one time we were entertained by the sight 
#f several whales, fire of which passed dose to 
'Hhe flftiip, spoHing and rolhng along within, a 
ftw yards 6f us ^ making a lood noise in snort- 
ing and i^outiifg up the water from a hoje in 
ibeir forMlieads. • These creatures were of large 
bulk, and appeared exceedingly fat and sle^ i 
i&ins sinning aa if varnished 



Alttongh there ^bes not appear any plaee of 
jreat tw fowls in the wide ocean, yet numbera of 
. them are daily seen riding hke pie^ea of cerk4>n 
flie loftiest waves, and in the most tempestuous 
-weliiUer. These arc^ mostly of the petrel tribe, 
althoii^ sea^gtdls are ottat seen at a. great <tia- 
tance from land, especially #n the banks laf Nc^w- 
'fimfidland and in approaxdiing thtm. 



.^fc. 



1 ' In pasting these banks it is wonderful to see 
the thick fog whieh generally prevails; in a 
mornitig, the rigging and sails of the ship 
being dripping wet, as if they had been in a 
)ieavy shower during the nighjfc. Ifi addition^ 



>tlife PftMier was «a eoM thbt 'H l<ift» i^epy -niiceiif- 
foPtaUe to 1^ ^ithotfl &Ki^ laitbettgh k was tUer 
middle df wnamety muA me w«re many degrees 
more to.tiie miAwwd thn JSugknil. Tbeie 
heavy fogs, when seen at a distance, had many 
^liBtes muA Ihe appcapfoceof land^;: and llbout 
Ihe lime «f ' the aeltiag moa, dUy |>ileMlti0id ^ 
gpeat v^ai^iety of appeai^Melk 'SotHetiibeb ^ 
m^ koBipB^ we had Ike rfgbt'of a Sfdf^nditt 
•city^ wJIk tow«r«) clonesy mA istoeflLe^, rititi^ 
fa«£Bre «a; aw)^ mia iwUlev tha frinoie Tuoultt 
ealiaely vanish, joid keme^joaiiai]^ Us he. aeeik 
but the wide oosi w s lioun4iNl Jsystfaa femiaois. ' 

; Seiifg detaiocRkiiiaidy 3t«sa>wtcdfii in id»s %ulf 
dreamy by KglitMrdeoiitrtfryiriiidS) #ttrt9s]^fa 
'began' te tm «n:fimi9» about tba 9vovtal#iis^a«(l 
waller, in oensec(iienee of w^hieh lie pM the aiili» 
upon 4iicir siltewan^^e «f berf andfiorJi, wtneh. 
were now handed to them. by weighty and vve 
tmrsebnea w<ere pmhihited Ae use of. frnA water^ 
in washing our handa andiaaeiy and w«iie 
obliged to use the sea water, which is far from 
ibeiKg pfasaaBt Besides, ha wi|; bad a oonsiier- 
able lota bfy tbe breaJmge of ale imd porter bot« 
ties, otring to tiieiir iiaving been put up wbaa 
the liquor was new, tlie passengers and officers' 
(rf the ship were obliged to sobmit to ^ «ertid(t 
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^wimce o£.U^eae actiples; and we now began 
ifl be uuHT^ ^rHgi^ of any firedi proviaipAfi tliaa 
b«£elAfoive« 

WJhI^ 0W 4m^ was t)w9 paasipg on in the 
gidf at0aai|i> wq wero under same aj^reh^sioQa 
of hmskg -:09LUx!Mi o^t'Of aiur eourae by the cur- 
$fiM».; attdi ^a «ea babg aftenaa amooib as a 
iff^-fosA, w« oa^aaiaaiiU} •hoiate^ out the boat^ 
^ Uiii»g\ m mm foti i^ it dpwninio-tbe sea.; 
by ^lAifilk i»^Q»rj|^^di]i80tiaivpf the current waa 
a^Baataiaedv ^fo^ie^ a£ -ua' wese at the iirouble of 
aaalfig. u^^ a b^tlie^ iMloung f^ paper containing 
tiie btitiMie and longMlfade^;. mA, adding, ouir 
names and places of afcode*, w«e. revested that' 
the person who might pick it ap would inform 
f^f0lt <|ife pai<iofii> A}lhaii^ we had no gneat 
tx^^i^UfMf ot h6fH*4ng naore of this bottle after 
it waa thrawn into the sea, yet I bad not been 
latis m Xmc9^i^ l^fipte <ihe paper was handed to 
ma, l^tmt^! been p^pd up- on the sands near 
Himg/ov^ 'ittf ^ede lah^ndi. Thus, contrary to 
the v^a^%eA opim^n r^speeting the current of 
thagulf #U*^a9i>. it.had been caroi^d in a noi;th- 
wasterly dJraatVMi. These seemed no way of 
ac<mMiitiingfarithiaieii)funwtiuw£e» bntby suppo- 
siiig:tbftt.tb^ lletf^n. of; the wind had made tb^ 
boltk 4itfialt'&Qi»i ttiie ^sowse of ttie stream. 
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Having considerable time on our hands, we 
amused ourselves in little experiments of thw 
flort. Several times we sunk well-corked empty 
bottles to a considerable depth into the sea; 
and although great care was taken to have the 
corks tight and sealed, yet it was invmably the 
case, when drawn up again, Ibat the corkj» were 
found pushed into the bottles, or that the bottles 
had filled with water by its passing through the 
pores of the cork. I have already observed 
that the water in the golf stream was wama as 
new milk ; but on sinking a thermometer some 
depth in the sea, and hastily drawing it' up 
lig^n, we found that the water beWw was a$ 
cold as in any other part. 

After a tedious time spent in flie golf stream^ 
we at length arrived en the coast ef N<»rth Ame* 
rica ; and on 1st day morning, thig dOth of the 
7th Month, we were favoured with flie sight of 
Long Island. A little after noon, we ran close 
in shore, so much so, that the ship was hastily 
put about, or she would have touched tiie bot- 
tom in a few minutes ; for, in turning round, 
she raked up the mud so mtich as te discolour 
the w&ter considerably : however we w^re soon 
in deep water again. Thus, after having been 
fojr 8 weeks at sea, Vfhete th^ eye had been al« 
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vaost wearied with a continaed sameness of pro- 
spects, and after haTiog had, for several hours, 
the delightful prospect of farm-houses and plan* 
tationa, we again launched into the wide ocean. 
To be thus* snatched from green fields and 
woods, and cbe^ul habitations, was a trial of 
patience to some of our company ; and, all the 
afternoon, I noticed an anxious looking towards 
the land, in most of us. 

The next morning, about four o^dock, 7th 
Month, 30th, I was waked by the report of a 
gpreat gun, which was followed by considerable 
bustle upon deck. After getting up, I understood 
that a shot had been fired over us by an English 
frigate, called the Boston, which, in company 
trifli'.the Leander and Cambrian men of war, 
and Driver sloop of war, was then cruizing near 
IIS ; ' aad as the cannon-ball that was fired over 
^s, was an earnest of what we might expect if 
we did not stop to receive an officer from the 
frigate, the topsails were immediately backed, 
and we shortened sail that they might have an 
opportunity .of coming to us. A Lieutenant and 
Midriiipman were sent on board. After spend- 
ing about half an hour m conversation with us, 
and exchanging intelligence and newspapers, 
Hk^ left tbe ship; and>. at parting, observed 
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thvt ibay bdteTed aU our se^mea were Citixeiw 
«£the United Stateii) and'tkerefore did not wmIi 
to examine tliem ;. but thai they tioped w» waukl 
Aot hoifit OHF saila uiiilil we bad a signal from the 
£rigate; which wa» comidied with. 

. We were naw again in right of land, being 
Aear Sandyhook. Haying a fine yiew of Ih^ 
Jersey Mountains, and itbeiog a clear summer's 
morning, the country before us appeared ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, in approaching the shore 
we observed an a^peavance not less beautiful,, io 
what I believe • is called a land4oom. The whole 
.country appeared to be reflected in the atmo- 
:8phere; something, like what we see from. the 
banks of rivers,, when, objects are xeflected in the 
, water. But here, instead of the images appear- 
kag m the water united at bottom to the dbjects, 
•they ware all r^ected'in^ the air, with tfieir tops 
.downwards; aad each reflectioii. aeeming. to 
toufih the top of the oh^i cefleeted; 



The sbip»«of wiu*,, just mentionad,. made a y ei;y 

gKf appearance ; for the weather being fine ai^d 

. cleaff, witbbut littlet w^id^r they hadnmstof their 

.ftaite^i^ead, and oontiimad fS^illOff W and fro 

be£»re Staadyhook ^ tlie Nevor-sink Mountains 

.being io the bach gnouj^d» Their ohj^ wa3 
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to watch two French frigates lying in New- 
York, and, to examine all American ships, in 
order to discover if any of the subjects of 
Great Britain were serving on board, with a 
view to impress them. It appeared to be an 
arduous and delicate situation in which the Com- 
mander of these ships was placed. Having to 
fulfil the orders of his Government on the one 
hand, and being in danger of giving offence to 
file Americmas on the other, it seemed impos- 
sible for him to steer clear, unless possessed of 
a very uncommon sliare of prudence and dis- 
XTctton. 

In sailmg up to New- York, we passed by the 
two French frigates, called the Didon and the 
Sybille ; and in the afternoon, we arrived at 
that city. Thns^ after a passage of 58 days, we 
were favoured to land safe in America, for which 
we have abundant cause to be thankful. 

In passing through the streets, I was struck 
Irith the great variety of fruit exposed for 
sale; as pine-apples, melons of various kinds, 
peaches, &c. &c. Melons and pine-apples I 
bought for Sd. or 4d* each, and other fruit in 
preportiOB. 

O 
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Chapter II* 

Kew-York'^Vldlaielplua^ Account of the Mammoth^ 
Norri9 Town-^Spriag MiU Ferrg-^PhUttdelphia^ 
BurHngton^Amboy^N^ew'York'^BattiMoret /Fotfr* 
ingtott — Alexandria* 



7th Mmthf Slsty 1804. This morning I was 
ioonducted by my companions to one of the Pub- 
lic Baths. On each side of a long and spadons 
passage, is a range of small rooms, in each of 
which, k a Bath sufficient to accommodate one 
person ; with suitable conveniences for dressing 
and undressing. On the side of each Bath are 
two brass cocks, the one furnishing warm and 
tlie other cold water ; so that the bather may 
have 4he water at what temperature he pleases. 
There is also a sralve, by means of which, -if 
there is jnore wal.^ than is pleasant, he may let 
part of it out. Some of ibese Baths jure made 
of white marble ; and are so constructed that a 
person may lie down or jnt in them« So grate « 
ful it is to remain a considerable time in thain, 
in the warm season of tiie year, that it is a com- 
mon practice for bathers to take books with 
them, to read while they thus induce themselves 
in the Bath. There are Baths in a different 
part of the house set apart for females* 
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After spending a little time at the Bath, 
returned to breakfast. On sitting down, I could 
not a¥oid noticing the difference there was be- 
tween aA American and an English breakfast 
table; and took out my pencil and put down 
the different articles that were on the table before 
me, which were intended for four persons only. 
The articles were coffee and tea, with rolls, 
and bread and butter ; broiled fish, veal cutlets, 
hung bee^ boiled eggs^ a small species of lob- 
ster, radishes, and black-berries. The butter 
brought upon the table, bad a piece of ice placed 
upon it, which is a general practice in this 
country, during the summer. This keeps the, 
butter as cool and hard as in winter. 

Most of this day was spent in passing our 
luggage through the custom-house ; and, it is 
but justice to. the revenue oflBhcers in this country 
to notice, that they are yei^ obliging in their 
b^aviour ; and, being allowed handsome sa- 
brtes, &ey are not in the practice of taking feos 
«r bribes* 

. Sih Month, 3rd. I set out in the mail stage 
for Philadelphia. Oa our way, we dined at 
Newark, at Archibald Gififord^s Tavern, and 
reached Prince Town to supper. The cpuntry 
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w« passed through was pleasantly diversifted 
with hill and dale ; and the laxuriant appeap-*' 
ance of the fields c^ Indian, corn^ had a yi»f 
striking effect upon one who has nol h%m mmU 
out of England. 

The situations atid appearances of Newark 
and Prin6e Town, are particiilarly bedutiftil. 
But it was quite dark before we reached Trentoil> 
so that our coachman was unable to see hts i^nj^ 
in driving into the ferry-boat ; and the wheelit 
on one side of the carriage passing into the boi^ 
whilst those on the other side went into the De* 
laware^ we narrowly escaped a plunge. into the 
water. The passengers usually keep their seatk 
in the carriage while it is ferried over the rivers 
in this country ; and, in genwal, the horses are 
so well trained, that ttiey are driven in aad ouit 
of the boats without any difiicuUy. On fincKng 
ourselves in this perilous situation, we all got 
out df the carriage into the boat aa well as we 
could ; which was no very easy task, as it was 
quite dark, and we were without lamp or candfe. 
The driver putting back his horses, got clear of 
the boat, and in his second attempt drove fairly 
into it, and we crossed the river witboQ^ fbrtber 
^accident. 



The next morniiig, i^e^ot safe to Philadelphia 
lo breakfast. The streets of Philadelphia all 
run parallel, or cross each other at right angles, 
and many of them are planted with a. row of 
trees on each side. In walking .along them, I 
was a good deal eirtertained with the lpu4> and 
ftknost iaeesaaiii chirping which is heard from 
the trees in the evening, after sun-set; and 
which I understood was .chiefly occasioned by 
the tree frog. This species of fro^ chooses its 
abode amongst the branclies of the trees, and 
makes a very considerable noise in the evening. 

On the 6th of the JSth I^Ionth, I attended 
the quarterly meeting for Pliiladelphia, which, 
4hougfa one of the largest in America, did not 
jsontiaue more than one hour and a half,, there 
being but little business before it, besides an- 
swering the queries* As this was Ukely to be a 
^ery abundant fruit year, and many friends had 
large orchards, some individuals very pressingly 
cautioned them against . suffering their cyder to 
be distiUled.* The concern of friends, in Uiis 
country, against the frequent use of spirituous 
liquors in their families, is very great; and 
probably it is not without just cause. The 
trouble attendant on brewing and preserving 
malt liquor in warm climates is great ; and, on 

C 3 



4« 



TRAT£LS m 



the contrary, spirituous liquors are preserred 
with so little difficulty, in so little room, and at 
so easy an expense, that most families, especially 
in the country, give them the preference as a 
common beverage throughout the year, when 
diluted with water. It is not from cyder only 
they procure spirits Large quantities are also 
distilled from the juice of peaches. This is 
called peach brandy, and possesses a peculiar 
flavour and colour, obtained from the kernels. 
The general price of brandies of these kinds is 
about 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. sterling per gallon ; and 
they are, when kept an equal age, but little in^ 
ferior to French brandy. 

After the quarterly meeting, I accepted aa 
invitation to dine with T. Scattergood's family* 
.After dinner, walking with him through his tan- 
yard, I observed that they did not confine them- 
selves to oak bark ; but made use of bark from 
other trees also, the particular kinds of which I 
di> not recollect ; but I think a species of pine^ 
and the walnut are of the number. 

lih Tn the afternoon I accompanied some 
friends to take a view of the skeleton of a Mam- 
moth, which was carefully put together and set 
up in a convenient room in tlie city. When 
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cTotbed with flesh, this animal mast have been 
^f enormous bulk. The tusks were upwards of 
six feet in length, and the leg bones appeared 
about the thickness of the waist of a middle- 
sized person. In comparing the bones of this 
toimaf with thoBe of an elephatit, a considerable 
difference is observed, particularly about the 
feet; those of the Mammotli resembling the 
feet of a beast of prey more than the elephant, 
appearing to be armed with sharp claws. One 
of the claws, about eight inches in length, which 
was found near the skeleton, I had in my hands. 
An animal of such bulk, so armed, must have 
ieen very destructive to the creatures around 
him. The Indians have a tradition, that, on this 
account, the Great Spirit directed that the whole 
species should become extinct. 

Near the banks of the large rivers in this^ 
country, and generally near the salt springs, the 
bones of thes<; animals are found. In the inland 
parts of America all kinds of cattle are ex- 
cessively fond of salt, and, as in other parts of 
the world, there are here many springs whose 
waters are brackish. Contiguous to these springs^ 
tiie clay and earth, over which the waters have 
run, are impregnated with salt ; and to these 
places, all kinds of wild cattle frequently resort, 
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and are seen licking the earth with ^eat eager*- 
ness. These places are called Salt Licks, by 
the inhabitants ; and, on the banks of the Ohio^ 
is a place of this sort, called the Bigbone Lick, 
on account of the great number of Mammoth 
bones which are found buried in its vicinity. 
From this it seems as if these enormous creatures 
stationed themselves near the salt springs, that 
they might make a prey of tlie animals which 
resorted to them ; and, it is very probable, that 
the old Mammoths, in particular, might stattbn 
themselves in places like these, where^ at last^ 
they would die of old age. 

lO^A. Accompanied by my brother John Sut- 
clii}^ I paid a visit to a relation at his estate 
above Norristown, being about 20 miles from 
Philadelphia. This plantation, consists of 300 
e,cres of good land, 200 of which are cleared, 
and 100 covered with wood. The wood land is 
the most valuable, being so convenient for the 
Philadelphia carpenters, &c. On the estate is a 
well finished square stone house, about 15 yards 
in length, with a wide boarded floor piazza, both 
in back and front These afford excellent accom- 
modation during the summer season, which conti- 
nues much longer, and in general is much warmer 
here than in England ; for, in these piazzas, Uiey 
frequentiy take tea and spend their evenings. 
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Besides the dwelling-house there is an ex« 
eellent kitchen, and offices adjoining; with a 
large barn, and stables sufficient to accommodate 
40 horses and cows; all well built of stone. 
The estate extends the whole breadth between 
the Schuylkill and Perkiomy. On the former 
river there is a Shad Fishery which is of eon* 
siderable -value ; and, if prosecuted with spirit, 
might supply many families with fish for the 
whole year. The house is so situated^ that it 
commands one of the finest prospects in Penn- 
sylvania, and, being on a rising ground, is dry 
and healthy. The whole together forms one of 
the most beautiful spots I have seen in the 
United States. This estate, with all its ap- 
pendages, cost about 3600 /. sterling, which i» 
but 12 /. per acre, the buildings included* Ther«r 
is also an excellent orchard of about 10 acres^ 
planted with the choicest fruk-trees, which are 
just in their prime. 

This plantation was formerly in the possessioti- 
tt a friend from London, of the name of Vaux^' 
who built the house and made the improi^ements^ 
upon it. When be resided there with hia family^ 
during the American war, being in full view of 
the great American encampment at Valley Forge^ 
and' on the opposite iHde of the river Schuylkil^ 
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he had frequently the company of General Home, 
and the other British Cominanders. One day 
it happened that he had Howe to breakfast and 
Washington to tea; and being a friend who 
wished weU to all men^ he made no distinction 
between the contending; parties, but left his house 
open to all. Thi» was the general practice of 
friends during the war, piH*ticularly with those 
who stood true to the principles ot their pro- 
fession: and this proved the best policy; for 
although attended with scnne lit>ss of provisions 
at the time, yet they were generally preserved 
from any serious suffering in their persons, bjr 
their hospitable conduct.. 

. 12^.. This being the 1st day of the week^ 
our relation conducted us to Providence meet- 
ing, a few miles distant from his house. Aftec 
Ineeting we were kindly invited to dinner, by a 
friend who was a stranger to us. We felt and 
acknowledged his kindness, but returned with 
our relation^ ' in whose family we- spent the 9e« 
mainder of the day. Notvrithstauding this wa& 
the hottest season of the year, we had a very fi- 
beral supply of ice upon the table ;. which 1 found 
my relation had the means of procuring without 
trouble or expense to tiimself^ Amongst the 
buildings in bis purchase was an ice^hou8«^ 
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which, every winter, is replenished by some of 
bis neighbours, for the privilege of supplying 
themselves in- the summer, 

I noticed that the two female servants em* 
ployed io the family, had, both of them, been 
lately hired from on board a vessel lying in the 
Delaware ; and which had recently arrived from 
Amsterdam with* several hundred Germans^ 
men, women, and children, of that description 
of people called, in America, Redemptioners* 
These are people in low circumstances, who, 
being desirous of settling in America, and not 
having money to pay. their passage, agree with 
the American Captains of vessels to be taken: 
over on condition of hiring for a term (tf years^ 
on theip arrival in America, to masters who are 
willing to advance 10 or 12 guineas to be de^^ 
ducted out of their wages; and it not unfre^ 
quently happens that they agree to serve two,, 
three, orfour years for meat and dothes only, 
on conditioa of their passage being paid. Yet, 
as wages$ in^the general, are rather high in 
America, it will easily be supposed thatim active, 
devor- person, conversant in-some business, will 
make much better terms on landii^, than the 
old and infirm ; or than those who come over 
ignorant of any business. 
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The two female Ber?aDt8 1 have ju$t mentio&ed 
Mrere both widows ; and one of them had two 
children with her in the family, who were quite 
young. This woman had lost her husband 
about tlie time of their arrival on the American 
coast ; and the husband of the other, being a sea- 
faring man belonging to Holland, had, as I un- 
derstood, lost his life and property by an English 
ship of war. Although these two females had 
obtained a settlement in aeountry enjoying many 
privileges beyond that which they had left ; yet, 
I think no feeling mind could behold them thua 
cirGumstanced, placed amongst strangers, ct 
whose language they were almost wholly ig- 
Borant ; and habituated to customs very different 
from those to which they had now to conform, 
witliout sensations of compassion ; and it wai^ 
very pleasant to me to observe, that the general 
deportment of my relations towards them waa 
respectfuL 

I noticed many families, particularly m Penn^ 
sylvania, of great respectability both in our So* 
ciety and amongst others^ who bad themaelvea 
come over to tliis country as Redemplioners ;. 
or were the children of such. And it is remai^k'* 
able, that the German residents in tliis country^ 
have a character for greater indui^try and sta* 
liility than those of any other nation^ 
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In the plantation adjoining to my relations^ 
we Tisited a lead mine on the banks of the Per- 
kiomy, which was then worked by a Frenchman. 
He invited us to go down into it, where, at the 
depth of about 12 feet, I saw a "i^ein of lead ore 
18 inches in tliickness ; and as it is wrought at 
a very easy expense, there was a great proba- 
bility of its being a very valuable acquisition* 
But these things, like many others in the world, 
have the stamp of great uncertainty upon them. 

4 

13th. We returned this day to Philadelphia* 
In our way, we stopped at the Buck Tavern, 
where we supped and breakfasted. After break- 
fast we crossed the Schuylkill, at Spring Mill 
Ferry, and had a sight of a vineyard of about 
five acres, under the management of a French- 
man. As the vines were not suffered to groiV 
more than three feet in height, it had something 
Uie appearance of a field of raspberries. By 
thus pruning down the vines, the fruit, generally, 
becomes much finer than when suffered to spread^ 
as is commonly the case in England. 

This day the thermometer stood at 76, in the 
ilhade, at two o^clock in the afternoon. I be- 
Keve that we have sometimes as hot days in 
England, during the summer months^ as are 
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eommonly felt in America ; but there being af^ 
much longer continuance of hot weather in the 
latter country, it is, of coupse,,mope favourable 
fur ripening various kinds of fruit. Having 
been very kindly invited, I dined at Ebenezec 
Large' 8, the fatlier of one of our companions on 
the voyage from Liverpool.. The generous at^ 
tention I experienced in this family, I trust, i 
shall not soon forget. On sitting down to din^ 
ner, I found myself in company with three othes 
EngUshmen, whom this« kind family had also* 
invitsd* 

14/A, was employed in Philadelphia;, and^ 
after business, I spent the evening at Benjamin 
Johnson^s. He was one of that Uttle band of 
friends who visited the South of France a few^ 
years ago.. 

15M*. Spent part. of. tliia day in company, 
with R. Jones. The lively and cheerful flow 
of her spirits remains with her in old age ; na 
doubt, in a great measure, the result of a well* 
spent Ufe ; and she enjoys, in a remarlukble de- 
gree, the love and esteem of her neighbours and 
friends. Fn the evening, I called on William. 
Savery's widow, who appeared to be dejected> 
on account of Hxe recent loss of a beloved hoft^ 
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band. Few men have finished their course, 
in the possession of more esteem and regard 
from mankind in general ;, and his mind dwell- 
ing near to the Fountain of Life and Love, his 
charity was unbounded. JExclusive of the tes- 
timony of the meeting to which he belonged, I 
noticed a number of tributes to his memory, in 
a variety of periodical pubUcations^ both in prose 
and verse*. 

I6M. Spent a pleasant evening at David 
Bacon's. He, , like the last-mentioned friend, 
vras a man highly esteemed in the circle oi his 
acquaintance; and, being of a sweet disposition^ 
had great place amongst young friends, when his 
advice was wanted*^ He is since deceased. 

nth^ I spent part of the day at James 
Pemberton's, a kind and hospitable friend of 
this meeting^. Although approaching to liis 
90th year, he was then of considerable activity 
in offices of kindness to bis friends. Having 
lived nearly all his time in this city, he has had 
the opportunity of observing its regular, altUoni^h' 
rapid progress, from a small town to a great 
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* James Pembertoo is since deceased; and an interesting 
accoont is given of luiii.ia the lOtb part of ** Piety Promoted," 
by J. Gr. Bevan* 
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commercial city. Amongst other things, he 
mentioned to me that he well remembered the 
time ivhen tliere was but one ironmonger's shop 
in the place ; and when there was only one ship 
in the trade between Philadelphia and London ; 
and the arrival of this vessel vised to be of so 
much importance, that marriages were some- 
times delayed until its return. Such is tlie 
great increase of this city, that it is now said to 
contain 106,0.00 inhabitants; more than 1006 
families of whom are of our society » 

22d. I set out for New- York in the packet* 
boat, by way of Burlington, and bad a pleasant 
sail up the Delaware, being about 20 miles* 
The fare I paid was 134d. to Burlington. The 
next day I attended Burlington meeting, and on 
the 24th, set out in the public stage for Amboy^ 
passing through a great part of West Jersey* 
In our way we breakfasted ^t Croswick's, where 
I noticed a noble meeting-house and school^ 
which friends have built tliere, with spacious 
grounds about them, all in neat order. This 
night I lodged at tlie inn at Amfooy, and was 
pleasantly lulled to rest by the plaintive notes of 
the Whippoorwill. This bird is often heard la 
the dead oi the night, m the summer season, in 
America. Its song is an unceasing repetitioii 
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•f the ihtee syUables of its name, ^< Whip-poor^ 
wiU/' in soft mnd plaintive accents. 

25^^. Whilst at N ew-York I once dined at the 
house of an individual who is a remarkable in- 
stance of the instability of human things. A very 
short time since he was one of the most wealthy 
merchants in this city, and stood high in the esti- 
mation of friends, and that deservedly. By the 
Indiana who \isited New-V<Mrk, he was looked 
up to as a father ; and his house was always 
open to them. When by a sudden reverse, 
arising from circumstances which he could not 
ccAitrol, his property was dissipated and lost. 

9th Month, Sd and dth, were employed in bu- 
siness. One day, in passing along the streets, 
I was entertained with the sight; of two Indian 
young men, with each a bow and arrow in his 
huid, tripping nimbly along, Uke two wild ani- 
mals yet unbroken to the yoke. I also attended 
the sale of a forge and saw mill, with four dwel- 
ling-houses, and 50 acres of land, distant 40 
nkles from New-York, and 10 miles from Hud- 
son's river. The whole sold for 2701. sterling. 

I2th. I ld% New-York in the stage, for Phila- 
delphia, arrived tliere the next day ; and, after 
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fttayiiig one night, set out for Baltimore in tbe 
stage, by way of Derby, Chester, Wilmington,. 
Head of Elk, and Havre-de-Grace. Here I 
crossed the Susquehanna, a noble river, being: 
about one mile over* 

17ih. I left Baltimore, and, in the evenings 
came to Washington City ; or rather io the scite 
on which the Metropolis of the United States itf 
intended to be built ; for, as yet, little is^ done 
towards the foundation of a dty, excepting the 
public offices, and houses for the accommodatioa 
of the officers and clerks in the various depart- 
ments of tlie State, and a few inns and tavem»^ 
but, as George Town is adjoining to it, they to- 
gether make up a population, of about 8000 in- 
habitants. The capitol will be a noble building 
when finished ; and is beautifully situated on a 
commanding eminence; whence every part of 
the city may be seen; and whence also is a fine 
prospect of the Navy Yard, and of the Potow- 
mack a» far down as to Alexandria ; being a 
distance of 6 (nt 7 miles. Upon the whole, the 
situation !» one of the most eligible ^ots for^ a 
city that I have ever seen ; and the plan bdng^ 
deliberately drawn out, and every thing done 
. with regularity and order, it bids fair^ at some 
future day, to be one of the most elegant and 
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regularly built cities in the world ; and, what is 
of more consequence^ the situation is dry and 
healthy. To a contemplative mind, there is 
-something very interesting in the consideration 
of the representatives of an extensive empire^ 
like that of the United States, thus jointly fixing 
upon the most eligible situation for their chief 
city. 

After taking tea at George Town, J crossed 
the Potowmack, and went down that evening to 
Alexandria, a beautiful little city, situate on 
that river, at a spot where it is about one mile 
over^ and so deep, that sMps of war ride at an- 
chor before the town* 

A worthy friend, of this dty, mentioned to me 
a remarkable preservation experienced there 
during the war. While the town was in the 
hands of the American Government, the Englisli 
Commander had, for some reason, given orders 
to burn it ; and a ship of war, containing every 
requisite for its destruction, was ordered up the 
Potowmack. The inhabitants, as may well be 
conceived, were in the utmost consternation; 
but, at the moment when they were in the 
greatest confusion and distress, whilst the ship 
was steadily making her way within sight of the 
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town, ftsd ail was given op for kxat, there being 
no prospect of help, at this evitieal moment, the 
ship struck upon a sandbank, where she reman- 
ed immovable. The town was tlms providen- 
tially saved from destruction, by fliat All-power- 
ful arm, which so oftim interposes in the affiiira 
t)f men ; sometimes bringing down those who by 
a series of success seem to think themselves put 
of the reach of accident ; and sometimes raising 
up others who by a long tirain of adversity had 
thought themselves even below hope. 

IStk. I lodged last night at Alexandria. Soon 
after I fell asleep, I was suddenly waked by th^ 
noise of a number of horns. It appeared to me 
that the instruments ue^d were cow-horns ; and 
they made a prodigious bc]iowing in the dead of 
the night. On inquiring I four d that it was the 
constant practice of the watchmen of tliis city, 
on meeting to take their rounds, to serenade tiie 
citizens with a loud blast from their horns, which 
they carry with them, and which are used for 
the same purpose as the watchmen^s rattles in 
England, 

This, morning, in company with two friends, 
I paid a visit to a family, consisting chiefly of 
females, who were born at Wickersley, near Ro- 
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tit^ham. Their mother was of a family near 
Settle, who are of the Roman Catholic p^rsua* 
sioiu The family came over early in the settley 
ment of Maryland by Lord Baltimore ; and the 
bricks of which the house is built, they inforoied 
me, were brought over in the same ship with 
their progenitors. The house is constructed 
upon the plan of some of quf old English man- 
sions; and the garden is laid out in the old 
English style. It is remarkable that I havene* 
ver yet seen agarden^ in America^ walled round 
as in England. I believe that one principal 
reason is the warmth of the climate^ and the 
ekttr, fine atoosphere, whioh prednde the use 
of firuit waHs. Bemdes, waits would obstruct 
tiie free current of air, wluch would be an ob^* 
jection to tisem. Yet, I hare frequently seen 
gardens handsomdy fenced round to the height 
of six or seven feet, wiA neatly jdaned boards^ 
painted white or green. 

It abated greally the pleasure I should have 
received from the hospitality iji this family, wh^ 
1 was informed that they were in possession of 
^vrarda of one hundred Negro slaves ; nnmbert 
of wiions I saw at work in the fields, the gar<- 
dea, and about the hoiwe. They q>peared to 
be a remarkaUy stout, robust race of men, and, 
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in point of health, had, to all appearance, greatly 
the advantage of their owners. A person, not 
conversant i\ith these things, would be naturaUj 
led to think, that where families have the op- 
portunity of employing a number of slaves, every 
thing about their houses, gardens, and planta- 
tions, would be kept in very nice order. How- 
ever, the reverse of this is generally the case; 
and 1 was sometimes ready to think that the 
more slaves there were employed about a house 
and phmtation, the more disorder appeared. 

• I am persuaded, tiiat in a well-regulated &• 
mily, with one or two hired servants, much more 
neatness, order, and comfort may be preservedi 
than can be maintuned by treble the number of 
slaves. I have been in fiamiUes where several 
slaves were kept, which have scarcely afforded 
the common necessaries of life. I have sat at 
table in famiUes where two or three slaves have 
waited upon us, and yet there has not been a 
lodging-room or accommodations at night, equal 
to what many a labouring man in England is 
able to furnish ; and, to compare the accommo- 
dations of a slave-holder, in some of the Southern 
States, with what the meanest of the Pennsyl- 
v^nian farmers are accustomed to, would be stiQ 
Boore unfavoursi)le to the former. 
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10th. After attending 4o«ome busiaess^ seve- 
tal fri^ids and mj self took a boat with an in^ 
tention of visiting Mount VernoB; but, after 
sailing a few miles on the Potowmack, the wind 
got up very high, and we found it would be un- 
safe to land ; so, after taking a view of that beau- 
tiful spot from the riyer, we found it most pro- 
dknt to return. Before we had got half way 
back to Alexandria, the wind still increasing, a 
great part of our company preferred walking 
7 or 8 miles in the heat of the day, .to the dan- 
ger of continuing their voyage on the river ; and. 
they were accordingly put on shore at the first 
convenient landing. On approaching the shore, 
I was entertained with the sight of a number of 
beautiful tortoises, that were seated upon the 
edge of a large boat which lay a wreck at the 
wator side. Their colours were as beautifully 
vaiiegated as the wings of the butterfly. After 
landing a part of our company, we beat up the 
river in the best manner we could ; and, had I 
not been a pretty good swimmer, I should fi*e- 
quenily have considered myself in extreme, dan- 
ger ; but knowing that if the boat had filled with 
water, I was able to swim on shore, I had not 
much fear about me, 

ZOth» I attended Alexandria' monthly meeting 
in the forenoon ; and, there being a vessel lying 
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here, which web about sailing for Liverpool, I 
wrote and forwarded aeyeral letters to my reia- 
tives in England. Although the atmosphere on 
tiie continent is in general very clear, yet I could 
not avoid noticing, that, in this part of America, 
it was still clearer than in any plaee I had be* 
fore seen. The stars seemed to gUtter with a 
brifiiancy exceeding any thing 1 had already 
been witness to. So great was their lustre, that, 
waking about midnight, and observing a coDsi<» 
derable degree of light shining into the cham- 
ber, at first, I thott^t it i|iight be from the 
moon ; but, on recolleetioii, I knew this could 
not be the case, and looking out at the window, 
I found the light proceeded from several bril- 
liant stars, which shone with such brightness as 
to cause the shadow of any intervening object, 
much in the ^ame manner as the moon. The 
inn I slept at, is kept by an Enghshman of die 
name of Gadsley, and is conducted in a manner 
much superior to most inns in this country, or 
many in England. Every thing was preserved 
neat and clean, mUk good beds, and not more 
than one or two in a chamber. 
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Chapter III. 

Pert' Tobacco — Fredericksburg — Richmond^ Negro trial'— 
Gouehland^-Fredericfcsburg^Effeclt of Negro Slaver jf 
«ii the fFhiU$-^Moun$ Fernon — George Fown^Bah 
Umore^Braudif fVine-^fFilminglon— Philadelphia. 



On the 2lst of 9th Menth, 1804, I left Alex- 
atidria, crossed the Potowmack, and went down 
to Port-Tdbacco. In my way I passed through. 
Piscattaway, where I dined, and where, amons^st 
other tiling, broijed squirrels were served up at 
table. In travelling along this day, I observed 
that the population of this part of the country 
consisted chiefly of black people ; and, in mp.ny 
parts of the road, I noticed it was mostly tracked 
with their bare feet, some of which appeared to 
be immoderately large, arising, probably, from 
their almost constant practice of going barefoot. 
In many places I had an opportunity of seeing 
the farmers busily employed in treading out 
the grain in the open fields, with their horses. 
These were mounted with several negro boys, 
who continued riding round and round in a' 
circle, in which the sheaves were spread. At 
the same time, a number of negro men were em- 
ployed in casting off the straw, when the grain 
was ti*odden out, and replacing it with fresh 
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filieaves. SometimeM I have seen ten or twelve 
liorses go round in one circle ; one negro boy 
having the Care of two or three horses. 

23d. In travelling along the road, I was a 
little entertained with several parties of females 
riding to their places of worship ; some of whom 
Tyere esccn-ted by a negro boy who rode behind 
one. of the girls* On coming to a gate, or any 
otiier impediipent, the negro jumps nimbly off 
the horse, and, after rendering the service re- 
quiredi as nimbly runs aft^r his mistress and 
again resumes his seat, witliout any detention 
of the party. 

Many habitations in this part of the country 
are exceedingly private and retired ; and the 
situations of some of them beautiful beyond 
description ; but that cruel system of negro 
slavery, «een» to hang hke a dark cloud over 
all their pleasant scenes. This afternoon^ I re- 
turned ]tp Alexandria, and^ in crossing the Po« 
towmaok, was ferried over by two negro slaves, 
who gave me an account of two of their fellow 
slaves being drowned, in crossing this ferry 
during the last winter, at a time when large 
quantities of ice were floating down the stream, 
which overset the boat. I believe, it sometimes 
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Rppensy.tliat these poor oreatures are very aii« 
necessarily exposed to dangers, whea tliey dare 
act remonstrate with their owners. 

iith. I $et out from Alexandria in the mail 
stage for Fredericksburg, where I spent the 
evening, and lodged at the house of a hospitable 
person of the name of John Christy, who, though 
not a member of our society, has a regard for 
friends and their principles. In some conver^ 
nation I had irith him, he told me that he came 
over to America with his parents, in early life, 
from Ireland ; and being soon left an orphan, 
«bad many difficulties and discouragements to 
i^urmOunt ; but that he had been fa'voured to 
"establish liimself here. I found he was consi* 
dered by his neighbours, as a man of respecta- 
billty ; and by many of them was supposed to 
be a member of our society. Although convinced 
of the truth of our principles, yet 1 behe^e he 
Jias never applied to be received as a member ; 
and, beit^g at a considerable distance from uny 
meeting of friends, and having but little of their 
society, except the transient caH of isuch as may 
be travelling that way, it is probable he never 
may apply. 

• 

25eA. I pursued my way to llichmond ia 
Ike mail stage, through a beautiful country^ but 
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clouded and debased by Negro slavery. Aflhe 
house i/rhere I breakfasted, ^hich is called the 
Bowling-green, I was told that (lie owner had 
in his possession 200 slaves, in one field near 
the house, planted with tobacco, I counted nearly 
20 women and children, employed in picking 
grubs from the plant. In tlie afternoon, I passed 
by f^ field in which several poor slaves had 
lately been executed, on the charge of having 
an intention to rise against their masters. A 
lawyer who was present at their trials at Rich- 
mond, informed me tliat on one of them being 
asked, what he had to say to the court in his 
defence, he replied, in a manly tone of voice : 
" I have nothing more to offer than what Ge- 
neral Washington would have had to offer, had 
he been taken by the British and put to trial by 
them. I have adventured my life in endeavour- 
ing to obtain the liberty of ray countrymen, and 
am a willing sacrifice in their cause ; and I beg, 
^ a favour, that I may be immediately led to ex* 
ecution. I know that you have pre-determined 
to shed my blood, why then all this mockery of 
atrial?" 

In the evening 1 arrived at Riclunond, the 
capital of Virginia. In one respect, this has a 
good deal the appearance of an Eoglidx town^ 
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fia^ing a cloud of smoke hanging over it, occa^ 
sioned by the use of pit-coal. They have great 
plenty of this article in the neighbourhoodi a 
considerable quantity of which they ship to otlier 
parts of the United States. There is also a na- 
vigable canal for the conveyance of coal, on 
which a great deal of businesa is done ; and the 
^mnal appears to be as well managed as those 
k England. 

20M. Having l^usinesa at Gouchland, at tl^ 
distance of about 30 miles on a cross road, I 
ihiredi a horse^^ind jQde in Hi^ course of the day^ 
My Toad lying part of the way through extensive 
plantations, cultivated by negro slaves, many of 
Wbtfm dvrell ja small clusters of huts^ at no. 
great distance from tlieir master's house, I hadv 
the curiosity to look into some of their little ha< 
• bitatiaDS ; but all that I examined were wretched 
in the extreme, and far inferior to many Indian 
^cottages I hav« seen. 

27th. This morning I set out for Frede- 
ricksburg, accompanied by a young man, our 
road lying through the woods great part of the 
vmy. At tlie place where we dined, we were 
waited on by two mullatto girls, whose only 
clothing, appeared to be loose garments of cotton 
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and lYOolien cloth, girt round the waist with a 
small cord. I had observed that this was a 
common dress of the working female Negroes 
in the fields ; but, when engaged in business in 
the house, it seemed hardly sufficient to cover 
them. In the yard, I observed a number of 
slaves engaged in the management of a stiH, 
employed in making spirits from cyder. Hera 
again I had the curiosity to look into some of 
the Negro huts, which Uke those I had before 
aeen, presented little ehe but dirt and rags. In 
travelling along, I saw several plantations of 
cotton, in some of which the negro children 
were gathering the wook 

In the afternoon^ aa our road lay through the 
woodS) I was surprised to meet a family party 
travelling along, in as elegant a coach as is 
usually met with m the neighbourhood of Lon- 
don; and attended by several gaily dressed 
footmen : a sight not very common in the bad^ 
woods of this country. The evening coming on, 
and no inn being near, we took up our quarters 
at the house of a planter. 

USth. We came to Fredericksburg and lodged 
at Fisher's Tavern. The next morning, I was 
waked early by the cries of a poor Negro, w)|o 
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was undergoing a severe correction, previous ta 
his going to work. 

On taking a walk on the banks of the Rap- 
pahannock, the river on which this town is 
seated, I stepped into one of the large tobacco 
warehouses which are built here, for the re- 
ception and inspection of that plant, before it is 
permitted to be exported. On entering iiito 
conversation with an inspector, as he was em- 
ployed in looking over a parcel of tobacco, he 
lamented the licentiousness which he remarked 
so generally prevailed in this town. He said, 
that in bis remembrance, tUe principal part of 
the inhabitants were emigrants from Scotland, 
and that it was considered so reproachful to the 
white inhabitants, if they were found to have an 
illicit connexion with their female slaves, that 
their neighbours would shun the company of 
such, as of persons with whom it was areproi&ch 
to be acquainted. The case was now so much 
altered, that he believed there were but few 
slave-holders in the place, who were free from 
guilt in this respect : and that it was now thonght 
but little of. Such was the brutality and hard-- 
ness of heart which this evil produced, that 
many amongst them paid no more regard to 
aelling their own children, by their female slaves,. 
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or even their brothers and sisters, in the same 
line, than they would do to tlie disposal of a cow 
or a horse, or any other property in the brute 
creation. To so low a degree of degradation 
does the system of negro slavery, sink the white 
inhabitants, who are unhappily engaged in it. 

29tk. Having paid my fare last night to go 
in the mail stage to Alexandria, I repaired to 
the Tavern this morning, at the hour appointed 
by the landlord, who is also clerk to the stage ^ 
but the circumstance of my lodging at another 
inn, on account of the vermin with which I had 
been annoyed, when I last slept at the same 
Tavern, had so displeased the man, that he had 

. sent off the stage considerably before the usual 
time, in order that I might be disappointed of 
getting to Alexandria this day. As I stood at 
the door of the Tavern, remonstrating with the 

. landlord on account of his mean and unkind 
conduct in treating me thus^ John Christy rode 
up to us on an excellent horse of his own ; and, 
as soon as he understood how the landlord had 
behaved to me, he immediately dismounted, and 
insisted upon my pursuing ray journey upon his 
horse. 1 accordingly accepted his generous 
jofTer, but, before I set out, I complained to the 
post master, Mho returned the money I had 



p^id at ttie Tavern, and, at the same time de-^ 
dared, that if ever he again detected the land* 
lord in the like base conduct to any traveller^ 
he would remove the mail stage to another inn. 

The circumstance of porsuing my journey on 
horseback, afforded me an opportunity of visit- 
ing Mount Vernon, the habitation of the late 
General Washington ; and I was shown through 
the house by a person who had the care of it. 
The situation iB beautiful, being a rising ground^ 
commanding a fine prospect of. the river Potow^ 
mack, and the surrounding country* In the- 
evening, I arrived safe at Gadsby'fi Tavern, in 
Alexandri^^ having enjoyed on ^ horseback, a 
ranch more pleasant ride, than I should have 
had in the stage. Thus it soinetilnes happens, 
tliat our enjoyments arise dut of disappoint* 
meiit8» 
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IQth Monthf 9d. 1 to&k my passage in <he 
packet 'for George TowD^, and had h feasant 
sail u^ the Potbwmack ; ' having a fine view of 
Washington city, particularly of the capitoI, and 
of the President's house; wluch are ih sight all 
the way from Alexandria. Iii the eveniilg i' 
came to George Town, and staid at an inn, in 
company with a Messenger I?h6 had jUst at« 
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ri^d frdm Spain, wiih despatches f<[^r die Amc*-^ 
rioan GoYermDent ; and, he being an agreeabia 
iatelligjent person, the time I was with him waa 
spent satisfactorily^ 

^h. I set out in the stage for Bslli- 
.Bsorei in coropanjf: with Thomas. Washington, m 
rehition of the Getter al of that name. With, 
this parson I had some acquaintance, ba^ingp 
met with him before. In traveling along, he^ 
gave me a Uttle account ^ a i^isit he paid ta* 
Paris, at the time of the Revolationv. Amongst 
other things,, he mentioned to me the extreme, 
indifference with which many poor men paid tha 
forfeit of their lives, during that awful period. 
At one time he accompanied the American Am- 
bassador, to a place whence he had a near view 
of a number of these Yictlms, as they were about 
to be executed ; and where he was so near,, that 
he could hear their conversation ; which was asv 
light and frivolous, as of men engaged ia the 
common or ordinary concerns of life. One o£ 
them remarked to his companion^ that he woukL 
take care that he would have nothing to do. with 
Revolutions in the next world, seeing he had. 
met with so poor a reward in this. . 

rJith. I was engaged in attending to my con.-^ 
#ma in Battvupre ^ and the next day^ the Ist 
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of the week, I attended the meeting in that city, 
and spent the evening mrith an old customer, 
who having acquired large property in trade, 
has now retired from businesa. I was informed 
that hia eldest son bad addressed William Pat- 
terson^ s daughter, in order to marriage ; but 
having^ Jerome Bonaparte for a rival, had met 
with a disappointment; she having given the 
preference to the Frenchman, to whom she ia 
now marrie<l. I had an opportunity of seeing 
Jerome and his bride, and could perceive in his 
countenance and person, a great resemUance to 
the portraits we sec of the French £mperor» 

Qth. I left Baltimore. The road in some 
parts lying through the woods, and the wind 
being very high, we found some difficulty ia 
gettiqg along, on accoimt of the great number of 
large trees which were blown down and laid 
across the road. However we got safe to 
Havre-de-Grace ^ but tlve wind continiung high, 
it waa thought unsafe to send the mail acrosa 
the Susquehanna, which is here upwards of a. 
mile over ; so we concluded to lodge here* 

As we were a mixed company in the stagey 
the conversation turned on various subjects ^^ 
Md the poor Negro slaves being frequently ink 
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sights as we passed along, they became one of 
course. I observed one passenger to be a warm 
advocate for the slave trade; and he, in very- 
strong terms, condemned the conduct of friends 
who Vi^ere active in the cause of the Negroes. 
Amongst other things, he remarked that there 
Vas a tailor in Philadelphia, a Quaker, whose 
work-board being at a front window, he had an 
opportunity of noticing the passengers in the 
street; and that whenever he saw a Negro, 
whom he judged to be a runaway slave, he 
w ouW, in a moment, jump from his work-board 
and run into the street. If he found the Negro 
to be really a runaway, be would take him under 
his protection, and send him to some settlement 
in the back parts of Pennsylvania, where he 
would be sure to find employment ; and thus he 
went on from day to day, in what the slave mer- 
chant considered no better than highway rob- 
bery. The man who was making these obser- 
vations, I found had been in that trade ; and 
that T. Harrison was the friend who had, with 
much propriety, been a father to the oppressed 
Negroes. 

10th. The winds having sonaewhat abated, 
vre ventured to cross the Susquehanna ; but it 
being the time of low water, and the force af 
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iKe mciAs having driven down the water very 
considerably, the boats conld not -approaich the 
firm land by more than 1:00 yards, and we had 
to mount upon the backs of the boatmen, who 
carried us through the mud ; but with consider- 
able difficulty, and not without now and then 
letting us do)Yn in the mire. 

11th. I came to Wilmington, and was kindly 
entertained by two of my old customers, one of 
whom accompanied me to the Brandy Wine 
River Mills. These mills are mostly in the 
hands of friends ; and although not the most 
extensive, are in construction and in situation 
perhaps equal to any. Tliey are eight in num- 
ber, and each grind upon an average, per 
day, about three tons and a half of flour, and 
about ten tons of Indian meal ; going through 
all the processes of grinding, dressing, pack- 
ing, &c. They are so situated, tliat sea vessels 
receive and discharge their cargoes alongside 
the mills. The neighbourhood of these mills is 
romantic and beautiful, and is one amongst the 
many pleasant spots I have seen in this country. 
Indeed the town of Wilmington has every ad* 
vantage ; its situation being on a rising ground, 
and its streets^ intersecting each other at right 
angles. 
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litht was spent pleasantly at Wikniiigtds. 
In this place, as in many towns in this country, 
I observed that a considerable proportion of the 
inhabitants were friends^ and what to an En- 
glishman bad something remarkable in it, I no- 
ticed that the females At the inn, where I took 
my place in the stage, appeared like plain con- 
sistent friends, and indeed they were such, for 
ought I know to the contrary. 

13th. I took my departure for Philadelphia ; 
the road runs through a pleasant country, di- 
yersified with hill and dale, and commands a 
fine prospect of the Delaware and the opposite 
Jersey shore, nearly all the way. In passing 
by some farms near Wilmington, I was struck 
with the sight of several fields of Indian com, 
the crops on which were finer than any I had 
ever before seen. On inquiry, I found they be* 
longed to an innkeeper, who had manured them 
well. From various observations I have made,^ 
1 have no doubt that the land in this country^ 
generally speaking, would, when plentifully ma- 
nured^ yield much greater crops than can com- 
monly be obtained in England ; chiefly owing 
tQ their summer, or season of vegetation con-* 
"inning a greater length of time than with usii. 
In the evening I arrived at Philadelphia^ n 



Uth. lattebdedthelmruLlofaiiacqiiaiDtance^ 
who had been a friend and customer of mine 
some years. The uncertainty of life, and the 
fluctuating state of things in the world, were 
seldom more fiilly exemplified than in the case 
of this young man. Few men have pursued 
business with more reputation and success than 
he had done ; so that, in a few years, he had 
honourably acquired a very large property ^ and 
only a few weeks before, was united to an ami- 
able young woman, to whom he had for some 
time been mncerely attached. At this moment^ 
when every thing on earth seemed to smile 
sround him, and there was every prospect of 
many years of happiness, a bUght was brought 
over all,, in an unexpected and awful way. He 
was suddenly deprived of reason, and, after a 
few weeks confinement, departed this life,,.leaving 
a mournful, although instructive lesson of the 
mutability of all earthly enjoyments. 

nth. I spent an hour or two in Dr. RuBh> 
family. The Doctor, although advanced in 
years^ is still very active in business ; and his 
wife, who is an elderly woman, continues to be 
very active in her family. I found them amidst 
a numerous group of promising children ; some 
^ whom are arrived at years of maturity. Tb» 
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conversation I had ^nrith the Doctor ^as inte* 
resting, he having been intimately acquainted 
wifh many of the leading characters in the Re- 
volution, particularly with General Washington, 
and the President, T. Jefferson. As t)octor 
Rush had constantly been a warm advocate for 
the abolition of Negro slavery, he sometimes en- 
deavoured to introduce the subject in conver- 
sation with the General ; but always found him 
extremely backward at saying any thin^ on these- 
occasions, as if conscious of the cruelty of the 
practice, although he was deeply involved in it. 
Though a man of great character and talent»^ 
in many respects, yet the detention Of his Negra 
slaves in bondage during his hfe, wiU always be 
a shade to his virtues. Yet it is but justice to 
notice that, by will, he provided for the libe- 
ration of his slaves, who in course became free- 
men at his death. 
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Chapter IV. 

Otcurreneesj S^c* in Philadelphia^ during a Hojf of several 

JIfonihs* 



llth Months 2dy 1804. This exemng at Sa- 
muel Smith's, a' sister of John Pfembertoii's 
\vidow informed me, her father was in the prac- 
tice of entertaining parties of Indians, who came 
to Philadelphia on public business; and thajt 
once a number of chiefs, coming to breiJLfast 
earliar flian the servants expeded, mreie intre* 
duced into the room, whilst a servant was en- 
gaged in brightening up some of the brass work 
about the fire-place, and were desired to sit down 
until her master made his ^)pearance. They had 
not sat long, before one ot the Indians made an 
observation in his own language, which the inter- 
preter was desired to put into English ; but this 
be objected to, alleging that what the Indian 
had said was a matter of indifference, and not 
worth repeating* On being closdy (Messed to 
keep back nothing the Indians might say, as 
every thing fr6m them would be interesting, he 
complied, and said, that the remark wliidi the 
Indian made was this : ^^ Look,^' said he to his 
fellow Indians, ^^ at tliat servant, how she la- 



bours at those andirons. I dare say^ if we had 
come yesterday, we should have found her at 
the same employment; and if we come to- 
morrow morning, it i^ ten to one but we shall 
still find her at the same work.' How foolish 
these white people are ! thus to labour and toil 
.^about things which can answer no good purpose i 
cextaialy these white people musi; be fools !'* 

ISih, la conversation with a friend, he in^ 
formed me that, in the early part of his life, he 
was on the island of theHavanna, where he had 
some considerable business to transact; but 
being ignorant of the Spanish language^ an Irish 
Roman Catholic Priest kindly lent him his aa^ 
. aistance on Tarioua occasions; and, so efl^tually, 
Aat the Priest was the mems of his acquiring 
. a large property, during^ a short stay there. At 
the time of parting with tiiis friendly Priest, he 
presented him with a purse of one thousand dol- 
lars^ as a amaH oonipensation> for the assistance 
.' he had received ; but the tndy Catholic Priest 
^deckured^ that he would not accept of any ^om- 
• pensation of this sort, adding; ^ All I ask of 
you, in retui^i^ for any seryice I may haver ren- 
dered you, is, that if at any future period, you 
- happen to meet a countryman of mine in need 
srifi assistance, you would do to him as I have 
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dooe to you/* This affords one amongst many 
proofs, that the truly Christian spirit is not coa* 
fined to any profession of religion. 

Sd of 12th Month. I saw the body of a youngs 
man from Sheffield, who was found dead in his 
bed that morning. From the appearance of the 
deceased, it seemed that he had departed with- 
out the least struggle* He went to bed in usual 
health. How uncertain is the tenure of human 
Ufe! 

On the 1st of 1st Month, 1805, I attended 
the burial of the aboire-mentioned young man, 
in company with several uf my countrymen; 
amongst whom was Pluoeas Bond, the Britidk 

^Consul. The Bishop of Pennsylvania pen^- 
formed what is called the burial service, aftv 

•the manner of the Church of England. 

Ath. This day was remarkably cold, far be- 
^ yond any thing I had ever experienced in 
England. The thermometer being down as lov 
as 12, about 20 degrees below the freezing 
point. The river Delaware, which is more tha^ 
a mile over, and which has a strong current, 
was quickly frozen over to that degree, thatT 
horses and carriages, heavily laden, were se«pk 
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traversing' troTh one side to the other in ^eat 
Btimbers ; chiefly with fire Wood from the Jersey 
shore. Exclusive of these, parties of pleasure 
were seen driving along in sledges or slays upoa 
the ice. These kinds of carriages are in various 
fantastic forms, resting upon sliders shod with^ 
iron or steel, 

Bih. I crossed the Pelaware upon« tHe ice;^- 
The tide flows to the height of about 6*feet in> 
this river, and in it are some sand banks whicb 
are seen at low water. These eircumstance^ 
' produce a very singular and romantii; appear- 
ance, by tUe Itil^ge sheets of Ice being o]bfir(tiieted 
and accumulated in various parts of the rivet*, 
•having the resemWance of large blocks of whita* 
marbte piled on heaps. There being a-constoni. 
ititereourse between the two shores of the De- 
laware, it is curious to observe the various 
means which the owners of the ferry boats use, 
to counteract the eflTects of the finest, on its first 
setting In, so as t6 preserve the communication^ 
^pen. On these occasions, they make use of a 
boat that has two sliders^ otie on each side the 
keel, shod with iron ; and, as the shallow parts 
of the river are first frozen, they sail as usual 
over the deep parts, and, on coming to tliose 
•which are frozen, they drag the boat out of the 






vater, and push it aJioDg the ice, until they coxne 
4o the deep {daces, when the boat is again 
plunged iBto the water. Thus they go on until 
they reach the opposite shore ; and as it wiU^ 
in course, aometimes happen, in the early part 
of the jEirast, that between the deep and the shal- 
low water, the ice is not sufiiciently strong to 
support the boat ; in this case, it is common for 
one of the ferrymen to sit at the head of the 
loat, with his feet hanging out, loaded with a 
pair of heayy iron bound shoes, and, with along 
pole in his hands. With these he labours with 
all lus might, to break the ice, and make way 
for the boat. 

'7th. 1 haye tiorficed a number of friends ia 
Philadelphia, who have come from various partsf 
of the continent of Europe. They appear thank- 
iul for the encouragement and protection they 
meet with in this favoured land ; and some of 
them having felt the heavy hand of oppression 
in their native country, know better how to 
estimate the value of the privileges which they 
here enjoy. 

Bth. I spent this afternoon at a friend's, who, 
som6 years past, came from the neighbourhood 
of Darlington, with, his wife «nd family. Thera 
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is Bometiiiiig so remurkable in the drcnmstanc^t 
^ liis leaving England, that I am tempted to 
give them as related from his own mouth. He 
being a merchant of great respectability and li- 
berality, who by industry has realized a large 
property, I believe they may be rdied on. For 
some time before he left England) his thoughts 
had been turned towards Pennsylvania ; but,* 
before he had come to any fixed resolution, he 
dreamed that he had met with a friend, from 
that country, who was able to give him every 
necessary information on the aubject, A short 
time after this dream^ he came accidentally to 
Darlington, where he saw a person in the street^ 
who exactly resembled the friend he had seen 
in his dream* He accordingly applied to him, 
and found thie individual he was speaking to, 
was John Pemberton of Philadelphia, who was 
at that time on a religious visit to Great Britain. 
Having received what information he thought 
necessary, he made arrangements for his voyage 
to America, and, with his wife and children, 
took a final leave of England. 

• * 

9^/1. t spent {he evenihg with Rebecca Jones 
at her comfortable habitation. It was pleasant 
to see how cheerful and lively this valuable 
jEriend is preserved in old age. On noticingthe 



VOtfTH AUCRICA. ^' 

Coldness of the weather, she remarked that it 
Has the most inclement season she had witnessed 
for 40 years. 

litk I dined at B friefid^s, in company with 
Doctor FothergiU of Bath, who had lately come 
over to America, on account of his health. At 
this hospitable table, we were treated with wild 
Tenison, which had been sent from amongst the 
Indians. Another of the company was a part- 
ner in a house at Antwerp. I was sometimes 
ready to think that Philadelphia might be con-* 
sidered as a kind of central depot, in which is 
found people of every nation on the earth; and 
where all appear to unite cordially, as in one 
common family. Such are the beneficial efiects 
of a free and liberal policy, the seeds of which 
vrere sown by that enUghtened patriot William 
Penn. 

SO/A. The frost stiU continuing very intense, 
the use of wheel carriages was in a great mea- 
sure discontinued : even the st&ge coaches being 
placed on sliders. Carriages fitted up in this 
way, glide along with such silent celerity, that 
the laws require the horses should have smaU 
bells fixed to their harness, that passengers in 
the streets may have notice of their approach ; ^ 
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^otherwise tbey would be liable to many accidenii, 
* On level grouad, er ia the most trifling descents, 
thef e is so little friction upon the sliders, that I 
have often noticed the traces to be quite slack 
for a conuderable time, when they have been 
driving along with great swiftness ; the pressure 
on the reins being sufficient to keep the carriage 
in motion. The noise of carriage wheels, which 
is, in general, very considerable, especially in 
the principal streets ; is now supplanted by the 
tinkling of baUs on every hand. 

2lst to Slst. The frost still continuing very 
severe, I made frequent excursions upon the ice 
'of the Ddaware, where a great many ships lay 
bound fast by the frost One very large vessel, 
I noticed, eriled the Connecticut, which had 
now been fast near one mouth, with her whole 
complement of hands on board ; being nearly 
one hundred in number. This ship was in- 
tended for a voyage to Domingo, and was com- 
pletely armed as a regular vessel of war. As 
most of the men had received part of their wages 
in advance, and the owners were fearful they 
might take advantage of the ship's being thus 
detained, and leave her, they had fixed a strong 
net work all round her, reaching from the beam, 
nearly as |iigh as tlie yards. The crew being 
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thas incloged, kad the appearance of a flock of 
birds in a cage* This kind of net work is some^ 
times made use of in time of aetf on^ to prevent 
being boarded by the enemy« 

The Negroes in the island of Domingo having 
thrown off ihe French yoke, and set up an 
Emperor of their own colour, the French Go-^ 
vernment had, in consequence, declared them 
rebels ; and, having prohibited all intercourse 
ivith them, this circamstance occasioned tlie 
Americans to arm their ships which traded to 
that island. About this time, James Pemberton 
sent a number of friends^ books to the Black 
Emperor, as a present, accompanied with a let- 
ter; to which James received a reply and ac« 
knowledgment, written in a very singular style ; 
the substance of the reply was, as I understood 
it, that he was obliged to him for the books; 
but that he was determined to be Emperor of 
Hayti, (the Indian name for Domingo) in de- 
fiance of both the fi'reneh and the Quakers, 
Notwithstanding this determination, he has since 
been cut off by his enemies. 

2d Mouthy IsL This day I dined at John 
Dixon's, in company with John Flintofl^ one of 
the persons who accompanied me on my voyage 

E 
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from England. The extreme seirerity ei flie 
i¥Uiter, had brought down seyeral kinds of water 
fowls from the northern parts of this continent, 
which were quite unknown to the naturalists in 
this country. J. F. showed me one of them 
which he hiad purchased, and which appeared 
to be a species of duck ; but was much larger, 
ajid of a more beautiful plumage than the com- 
mon kind. 

22J. I attended the middle monthly meeting, 
where I was gratified with the sight of a young 
man presenting an acknowledgment to friends, 
on account of having taken up arms ; for Which 
he had been disowned. During the time he 
was in the army^ he had married an amiable 
young woman, who was convinced of the truth 
of friends' principles, and joined the society. 
The impression made upon the meeting, on his 
presenting the acknowledgment of inconsistency 
in his conduct, was such, that he was reinstated 
in the society before the meeting separated. 

3d Month, 1st. This afternoon, one of our 
company was a young woman, whose usual re- 
sidence was in one of the new settlements, on 
the banks of the Ohio, about 500 miles from 
Philadelphia. She iliformed us, that many f^* 



iinlies on the banks of this great river, are sup- 
plied with shop goods from vessels which navi- 
gate it, and are fitted up with counters, shelves, 
^nd dravTers, in the same manner as are shops 
on land, and well stored with all kinds of goods. 
•As they sail along the river, on coming near a 
plantation, they blow a horn or conch shell, to 
give notice of their arrival ; when the planters, 
with their wives and daughters, repair to these 
floating shops, and select such things as they 
are in want of; and make payment in the pro* 
diice of their plantations; such as grain, flour, 
cotton, tobacco, dried venison, the skins of wtld 
animals, &c. &c« The shopkeeper having dis- 
f^osed of his goods in this way, returns home 
with the produce be has coUected ; and again 
'renews liis stock, and proceeds on another voy- 
age. The young woman remarked, that four or 
five of these floating shops would pass by her 
'&th^^s house> in the course of a day. 

She likewise informed us, Budi was the pri- 
mitive simplicity in which they lived, that it was 
a very unusual thing to have locks to their 
doors; and that when more strangers called 
upon them, &an they had beds to accommodate 
them with, it was customary for the family to 
spread temporary beds upon the floor, on which 

E2 
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ihey passed tbe night, leaving their own to the 
strangers. Yet, notwithstanding the homely 
fare of some of the baok settlers, luxury is 
making rapid strides amongst them ; so that 
many of the most costly manufactures of Europe 
and Asia, b^n to find a ready sale in some of 
their infant towns and dties ; and several ex- 
tensive manufactories are already established at 
Pittsburgh and in the neighbourhood ; where 
coals are cheaper and more plentiful than in 
England. In some places, the mountain side 
presents a front of coal, like our rocks of stone 
in England. 

522J. After about three months continuance, 
the frost broke up, which was such as had not 
been felt for the last 40 years, and during w hich 
even the largest rivers were so frozen, that 
heavy carriages passed over them daily, as on 
dry land. At one time, I had the curiosity to 
measure the ice on the river Delaware, and found 
it was 22 inches in thickness. Now the wind 
having shifted to the southward, the snow and 
ice were fast disappearing ; and, on taking a 
ride towards Gloucester Point, it was curious 
to hear the loud croaking and whistling, that 
proceeded from the Uzards and frogs, in every 
pool of water I passed by. 
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Chapter V. 



BurUngton — AUentown^New- fork^Bristol^PhilaipI' 
phUL-^Yearl^ Meeting there. 



On the eth of the ith Month, I left Philadel- 
phia on my way to New-York, and, after a 
pleasant sidl of three hours^ arrived safe at Bur- 
fington. Among the passengers in the packet, 
tvas a British sailor on his way to England, 
being summoned as an evidence on a trial be- 
tween the owners and underwriters of a slave 
ship. He told me, that he was the only survivor 
out of 380 persons ; 350 of which were slaves. 

We read that a sparrow does not fall ta the 
ground without the notice of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. How great then must be the responsibility 
of the owners of one of these slave ships, who, 
in the wantonness of power, or the gratification 
of a base and sordid disposition, thus expose the 
lives of their fellow-creatures to every species 
of suffering, and very frequently, as in the above 
case^ to a premature death ! 

I recollect once being in conversation vnth a 
person concerned in this traffic, and who wa» 
disposed to defend it; at length being hai^dl 
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pressed, he gave up the point, in a ^ood deal of 
nvarmtli^ >vith this remarkable declaration: — 
*^ Why, Sir, you can't suppose that the Ahnighty 
*' looks so narrowly into our actions as you 
** do !" — Thus we see that the great adversary 
deceives his victims into a belief, that their 
actions are not seen by the Onmiscient Sye, 

7th. I attended Burlington meeting ; and in 
the afternoon set out in the stage for AUentown, 
My companion was a young man who had 
lately returned from St. Domingo. He had 
resided several years there, and bad been wit- 
ness to many atrocious cruelties whidi had beeii 
perpetrated on that island, both by the white and 
black people; and which are too shocking to 
relate. In making a comparison between th^ 
whites and blacks^ as to tlie faculties of the 
mind, he declared that he could perceive no 
difference, where the advantages of educatioa 
had been equal* 

Sth. I came this day to Aroboy ; and, afte^ 
dinner, went on board the packet for New -York, 
v^here I arrived safe this evening. I have often 
admired the prospects around Amboy, as well 
as those from the Sea, throughout the whole 
passage to New*York, particularly in passing 
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Stat^ ftiidi Long Islands^ and when ihe eye 

catches a first yiew of that city. The whole is 

indeed extrem^y beajitiful, but not easily de- 
scribed. 

\lth* J accompanied sev^al ef my country' 
men on board the Laura, on their way to Eng« 
land, and was ready to murmur that I was not 
to continue one . of the party. Whilst I stood 
upon the battery, watching the ship as she made 
her way towards the Narrows, the weather being 
fine and clear, somewhat Uke one of our finest 
Bumm^ days, I thought that I had scarcely ever 
beheld f| prospect more delightful. 

12ih. This afternoon, I took my passage in 
the paeket, and came again to Amboy in tlie 
evening ; and, on the 18th camet5 Bristol. 

lith. I have oft^n had to notice the hospitality 
of friends in this part of the world. Here again 
I witnessed it, in the generous attentions of a 
friend of this place, who kindly invited me to 
his house, after meeting. This friend I found 
was a relation to the Wilson^s of Kendal. After 

9 

spending an hour or two satisfactorily in hia 
family, I went on board the packet for Phihu 
delphia; accompanied by several friends &o» 
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thift neigliboiirliood^ vho were on their way to 
the yearly meeting about to be held in thatt 
city. The weather being warm and fine, and 
having a dear moonUght eTening, we had an 
agreeable sail down the Delaware ; the pleasure 
of which was heightened, by the unreserved 
conversation of a number of sensible friends on 
board ttie packet. . We landed near the spot 
where William Penn held his treaty with the 
Indiansi. 

15t^. I attended the first sitting of the yearly 
naeeting in Philadelphia. This yearly meeting 
comprises the following quarterly meetings, (viz.) 
Philadelphia, Abbington, Bucks County, Con- 
cord, Cain, Western, Southern, Burlington, 
Haddeufield, Salem, and Shrewsbury. The 
first sitting was chiefly occupied in calling over 
the representatives, reading several certificates 
of ministers present, from distant yearly meet- 
ings, and in answering the five first queries. 
In the afternoon the remaining queries were 
answered. 

1 O^A. At the third sitting, a number of epistles 

.were received firom different yearly meetings 

on this continent, as well as one from that held 

in London. Six hundred copies of the lattei: 
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were ordered to be printed, for distribution^ 
^thin the district of this yearly meetings 

Last evening I attended a committee of the* 
yearly meeting, appointed for the revisal <rf tlier 
discipline. 

This afternoon, I attiended the fourth sitting; 
the early part of which was employed in reading 
several certificates of ministers present. Some 
committees were also appointed ; and a report 
from the committee on the revision of the dis<- 
oipline, was read and agreed, to.. 

17th. In the morning, I attended the fifth' 
Bitting, when the consideration of the state of 
&e society, as it appeared from the answers to 
Ae queries, wa» entered into. The minutes of 
the meeting for* sufTerings were also read ; and 
an epistle to the yearly meeting in London was. 
cead.and agreed, to. 

in the afternoon was the sixth sitting, when a 
report of the state of Westown school was read. 
Afterwards a discusMon took place on the sub- 
ject of a report of the committee on Indian 
fd9kirs being read in the meeting ; but- it ended 
without any decision of the question at that time^. 
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A testifnoiiy respecting Williftm SaTcry wm 
ready and also one on account of another de- 
ceased friend, which concluded the meeting 
agreeably. 

ISth. Meetings for worship were held at the 
three different meeting-houses in this city. In 
the afternoon, I attended the seventh sitting of 
the yearly meeting, when it was almost imme- 
diately agreed, that the report from the com»- 
mittee on Indian affaiis should be read ; and it 
turned out \ery interesting and satisfactory to 
the meeting at large. 

19ih. I attended the eighth sitting, when the 
minutes of the last yearly meeting were read; 
also the report of the committee on the revision 
of the discipline. In consequence of this report, 
it was agreed that any friend paying money in 
Ueu ot personal service in war, even though the 
money thus paid should be applied to the uses 
of the parochial poor, would infiringe upon oUr 
testimony against that dreadful evil. 

In the afternoon, I attended the ninth sitting, 
which was mostly occupied about money cfm* 
cerns. In the evening, I attended the Westowa 
achool commUtee. 



^th» I attended the tenth and last sitting of 
the yearly meetingi The epistles to several 
yearly meetings vrere read and agreed to ; and 
then several female friends were introduced f^om 
the women's meeting. After a short pause^ 
one of them addressed herself to the meeting ;. 
but more particularly to those employed in hus- 
banchry, who composed a large part of the body 
then present. In lively and animated language 
she remarked to them, that the nature of their 
employment affi)rded, in a peculiar manner, an 
opportunity of observing the wonderful works 
of the creation ; but,, at tlie same time, she ex- 
pressed a fear that some of them did not suffi- 
ciently, in these things, regard the Almighty and 
Beneficent Author oS every mercy. In the con- 
sideration wliereof, the words of a pious autlior 
had recurred to her memory, which were de- 
scriptive of a mind truly alive to the feelings of 
gratitude and adoration to the Great First Cause 
•f all things^ ; and she gave them as follows ; — * 

*< He 1ook» abroad into the varied field 

M Of nature, and-tho' poor, perhaps, compared 

^ With t^ose who^e niAUsioni glitter ia his 4iighty. 

*< CaUs the delightfal scenery all his own. 

** His are the mountains, and the vallies his ; 

•* And the resplendent rivers. His f enjoy 

** With a propriety that none can feel, 
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*' But wlio, with filial confidence inspir'dy 

** Can lift to Hearen an unpresuroptaouB eye, 

*' And smiling, say : ^ My Father made them all i^ 

'^ Are they not his by a peculiar right, 

** And by an emphasis of interest his, 

•* Whose eye they fill with tears of holy joy, 

**' Whose heart with praise ; and whose exalted mind*. 

'* With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love 

*^ Which planned, and bttilt, and still upholds a werld, 

** So cloth'd with beauty, for rebellioas man* ?" 

During^ the time of expressing these lines, ai| 
unusual solemnity prevailed ; and although a 
Yery large number of friends vras present, which 
might amount to two thousand, yet not the least 
discordant sound was heard. After the womeu 
friends had withdrawn, some discussion took 
place relative to the slave trade, in which it waa 
lamented that tlie endeavours of friends and 
others, had not produced the desired effect;, 
but, that it was still carried on with rather in-- 
creasing avidity. Under tliese considerations^^ 
friends were called upon in the most impressive 
terms, to remember the oppressed Afrieans, in 
their supplications at the Throne of Mercys 
and, under the weight thereof, the yearly meet* 
ing concluded to genera) satisfaction^ 

* Cowper* 
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Chapter VI. 

fhUmdelphiaj £f c. — Trenton — New- Tork^ Burlington'-^ 
Phiiadeipkia — NeweattJe-^BalHrnore'^ fFasJUngton^^ 
Riehmond^Alexandria^^Cantroit between Penn»3flv9' 
nia and the Statee cultivated bg Slavee. 



I remained at Philadelphia, or in its vicinity, 
for some weeks after the yearly meeting ; and 
the 13ih of 5th Month, 1805, was spent at a 
relation's very agreeably, in traversing his plan- 
tation, or farm, on the Banks of the Schuylkill 
and Perkiomy. The more I see of ft, the more 
} am convinced that it is one of the most beau- 
tiful and healthy situations I have known, either 
in America or in England. The ground rising 
till It becomes elevated high above the banks of 
the rivers, commands a prospect as delightful a» 
can well he conceived. A view of some of our 
Noblemen^s Pkrks, on tiie more extensive scale^ 
may give a faint idea of the prospect here seenn 
for even with such, it is comparing small thing» 
with great ones, or putting art in corapetitioa 
with nature. As far as the eye can command^ 
one wide spreading Forest is seen, interspersed 
with farms, and sheets of water ; which have 
a litUe the appearance cf lawns and fish-ponds^ 
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auch as are seen about tlie ancient seats of onr 
Dobiiity ; but upon a scale exceeding all com- 
parison. 

lith to ike IQth. I continued at my relation's ;; 
andy in one of our walks along the margin of 
the Schuylkill, I observed a neat little cottage, 
inhabited by a black family, to which the former 
owner of the plantation had given their freedom, 
with this cottage and a few acres of land. This- 
little domain was managed with great economy,, 
and afforded them a comfortable and inde* 
pendent livelihood. We picked up several land 
tortoises, a species of animal which abounds in> 
these meadows. Here is also a great abundance 
of that kind of tortoise called the snapping, 
turtle, which makes very gpod soup ; and^ as^ 
far as I am able to judge, nearly e<]ual to that 
made from the sea turtle. The snapping turtles* 
are voracious animals, destructive to yuung 
ducks and goslings, laying hold of tliem by the 
legs and dragging them under water to deiwui^ 
them. 

2^th. AtPhiladelphifi, I put 10 hogidieada of 
tobacco on board the Rose, Captain Hiulbawayr 
for which I paldfourpencehaUpeni^yper po^ii^^ 
TJie CapUMli pff^riwgtft t^ke wjLtb-JiN^tfjyBtflf 
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natter I was inclined to put under his care, I 
traDsmitted a packet of letters, and several little 
articles for my family ; and among them eight 
land tortoiaes, which all got safe to JSngland. 
In the same Teasel was a young man from Lan- 
caster, in Pennsylvania. They were favoured 
to arrive safe at Liverpool ; but this poor young 
man, taking his passage in the Ontario, on hi« 
intended return to America, was lost at aea; 
the ship having never been beard of after she 
left LiverpooL 

After parting with Captain Hathaway, I set 
out for New -York, accompanied by seven other 
firilenda, and we took the whole stage to our- 
selves, as we were all going to attend the yearly 
meeting in New- York. On our way, we passed 
the Delaware at Trenton. I have remarked 
that some people in America have a great pre^ 
dilection for wearing boots, and for smoking 
segars. fSven ehildrefi of five or six years of 
age, are sometimes seen, in their boots smoking 
segars. At Trenton, I was entertained with 
the sight of a company of journeymen tailors, at 
&e work-board, all booted as if ready for moutit- 
iog a horse. This article of drei9 is full as exr 
pensive here as in England ; yet a boot-maker 
toldme^ ijl^t he scw^ltiip^s , sold no ksa thatti 
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three pairs within the winter, to some indivi^ 
duals who earned their bread by their dailjf 
labour ; and, for these, they paid S6s. sterling; 
per pair. In the afternoon we passed Prince^ 
town ; and, that night, lodged at Brunswick. 

25f A. We Breakfasted at Elizabeth Town ;; 
and arrived at Paules-hook Ferry about noon. 
Here I saw a fleet of armed vessels, i. e. four 
ships and one brig. As tiiey were full* of men 
and guns, and the men were dressed in uniforms^ 
they had a very warlike appearance. This fleet, 
was just returned fr^m the island of St. Do- 
mingo, with a very valuable cargo of coflTee-; 
and was said to have made the most successful. 
Toy age ever remembered.. At the ferry, we 
were told it was principally belonging to a mer* 
chant at New->York, who had acquired Tery 
^eat riches thereby.. This was- a remarkable 
instance of the great extent to which the mer->- 
chants of tliis country carry their mercantile 
eoncems; yet so uncertain is trade, that this, 
man stopped payment a-few months aftcirwardsi 

dls^. The last five days I spent in attending, 
tiie yearly meeting at Mew- York ; and on the 
evening of the Slst, attended a committee on. 
bdian afiairs< This committee corr^sponda^ 
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with the Indians, ^ho are disposed to be in« 
structed and assisted by friends. I observed 
that the communications from the Indians, con- 
sisted chiefly in requests that friends would 
furnish them with iron-work, and workmen to 
assist them in building their houses and bams. 

6th Menthj 5th. Yesterday I came to Bur- 
lington, and this morning I called upon a friend^ 
with whom I spent an hour or two very plea- 
santly, in company with Geo. Dillwyn. Most 
of the time, we sat upon the benches at his door, 
the weather being very fine and warm. It is 
Tery common here to have benches, facing each 
other, oh the outside of their houses, at the 
doors, under the shade of trees planted in the 
streets ; vehere they frequently sit enjoying the 
fresh breeze, and' the shade. Burlington is a 
pleasant place in these respects ; the principal 
street being fronted by the Delaware, baa the 
benefit of the cool air blowing from it. Thia 
evening I arrived at Philadelphia, after a plea- 
sant sail of 18 miles down the Delaware. 

7th Month, ^Sth. After spending about seven 
weeks in Philadelphia and its neighbourhood, 
principally in attention to commercial engage- 
ments, I this day set out, accompanied by Ed- 
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ip^ard Wilson, . fctr Baltimore, in the-NewcaBtle 
packet-boat. We bad a pleasant sail down the 
Delaware, and arrived at Newcastle a little 
before noon ; 40 miles. This place has the ap^ 
pearance of considerable antiquity, though it is 
not very large ; and, in the neighbourhood of 
it are many thorn fences^ which are seldom 
found in America. 

r 

20M. We set out this morning for French* 
Town, by the stage, where we arrived to break- 
fast, 16 miles ; and that place being on the 
banks of the Chesapeak Bay, we there met with 
the Baltimore Packet, in which we embarked^ 
after our refreshments In saihng down the 
Bay, the weather being fine, the Captain sent 
his boat along shore to collect drift wood, for 
the fire ; and she soon returned well loaded. 
On board the packet, we dined, supped, and 
lodged, and breakfasted next morning. For 
all this and our passage, we paid five dollars 
e^ch, 

8^^ Menthy 3d. Yesterday, after breakfasting 
on board the packet in Chesapeak Bay, we 
landed at Baltimore ; and, this evening I visited 
Ellicof s Mills. The overseer of tliese mills 
informed me they could grind and pack S0(^ 
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barrels of flour per day. A barrel being 1061bs. 
or 14st. the annual returns, at 8s. per stone, 
would be nearly 200,0001. The mill stoneii 
were 7 feet in diameter. 

^th. I left Baltimore, in company with T. 
Moor, of Sandy Springs. In the evening we 
reached George-Town, where he is employed 
by the corporation, to fill up the deep channel 
of the Patowmack, on the south side of Mason^s 
Island, in order to turn the stream of that river 
to the side next to George-Town, that the har- 
bour may be deepened. Near Bladensburg we 
passed a Carolina Slave Merchant, with a com- 
pany of slaves, men, women, and children ; who 
all stopped at the door of the inn where we 
dined. Some of them appeared much de- 
jected ; and, on my questioning them, they told 
me they were taken from their relatives and 
friends by force. One of the females being 
known to a black man in the stage, he asked 
ber how she came there, knowing her to be a 
free black. She replied, that some time since, 
her husband had been taken from her, and car- 
ried into the Carolinas ; and that she had de- 
termined to follow him in his bondage. This 
appeared to be a remarkable proof of conjugal 
a&eqtion,and showed a high degree of sensibiUty : 
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but, in thus following her husband, there is 
great reason to fear, from the general conduct 
of these Slave Merchants, that she herself would 
be sold as a slave by this man ; who, under 
pretence of taking her to her husband^ would 
probably betray her. 

1th. I went to Washington city. The next 
day I visited Doctor Thornton, of the Patent 
Office^ and was shown a variety of curious mo- 
dels. I noticed one in particular, for pickin^^ 
carding, and spinning cotton, which might be 
wrought by a child of five or six years old ; and 
though in but littlecompass, would spin 18 threads 
at once. In the afternoon, I visited General 
Mason's residence on Mason's Island, which is 
a very beautiful spot. In this excursion, I had 
the company of T. Moor, Samuel Brooks, and 
the Mayor of the city, who assisted in rowing 
the boat. The great officers of these cities are 
not above occasional offices of this Idnd. 

14^A. I came to Richmond, through a country 
cultivated by black slaves ; where, as a matter 
of course, poverty and wretchedness seem ta 
abound. The different appearance of those 
States, in which slaves are employed, when 
compared with Pennsylvania and the other 
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States vrhevQ slavery is not permitted, is truly 
astonishing. 

15^^. I spent this day at Richmond. In the 
evening I walked to Manchester, over the bridge 
at James's River, which at this place is nearly 
half a mile wide. From my own observations, 
and the information I received from an inha- 
bitant, Richmond appears to be a place of great 
dissipation ; chiefly arising from the loose and 
debauched conduct of the white people with 
their black female slaves. It frequently happens 
here, as in other places, that the white inha- 
bitants, in selling the offspring of these poor de- 
based females, sell their own sons and daughters, 
^ith as much indifference as they would sell 
their cattle. By such means, every tender sen- 
timent of the human breast is laid waste, and 
men become so degraded, that their feelings 
rank but little above those of the beasts of the 
field. In the treatment of their offspring, how 
far do some of the brute creation surpass them ! 

An active clever woman of this place, with a 
servant and two children, came with me in the 
stage part of. the way to Fredericksburg. She 
told me that she was a native of Edinburgh, and 
that her husband and family had been settle^ 
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for some iime in Richmond, as linen-drapert 
and milliners ; had been successful in business, 
and had the prospect of a continuance of suc- 
cess ; but a longer residence there, would, in 
their view, be attended with almost certain ruin 
to the morals of theur children. I'bey had there- 
fore determined to leave {he place, and remove 
to a less exposed situation ; where they would 
not be tried with the contaminating influence 
and effects of tliis unhallowed system of slavery. 
For an active, industrious couple, with a nu- 
merous rising family, thus to come to the re- 
solution of quitting a lucrative business and 
situation, on these groundi^, is, I think, a mark 
of best wisdom and sound judgment, and is 
worthy the imitation of all those who are alike 
circumstanced. 

16/A. I left Richmond in the morning; and 
reached the Bowling-green Tavern to dinner. 
The owner of the plantation on which this 
Tavern stands, it was said, had more than 200 
slaves in his employment. I reached Frede* 
ricksburg this night. 

nth. In coming this day to Alexandria, we 
passed Mount Vernon, the habitation of the late 
General Washington, a little on the right, about 
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' 10 or 11 miles from Uexandria. When we 
came within about 5 miles of this city, the stage 
driver told us that before sun-rise in the morn- 
ing while it was yet rather dsa*k, close by the 
pkce we then were at, his 4 horses suddenly 
stopped ; but for what cause he could not con- 
jecture. However, on giving them a smart 
stroke or two with the whip, they suddenly 
started forward, when he immediately saw a 
Tery large siiake entangled amongst their legs ; 
but, pushing On with ^reat violence, they soon 
cleared themselves; and the stage drove di- 
rectly over it. The sound of the horses hoofs, 
and the sensation he felt when the carriage 
^a^sed over the snake, raised in him the idea of 
driving over several sheaves of wheat ; and, to 
the best of his judgment, from tlie faint view he 
bad of the reptile, he believed it to be as thick 
^ as the calf of a man's leg. The passengers were 
alarmed, but, on recovering from their fright, 
insisted upon getting out, and endeavouring ta 
find the snake, believing that he must be dis- 
abled by the wheels of the carriage. They ac- 
cbrdingly searched about the place, but could 
see nothing of him ; and, as there was a stream 
near, they supposed he had got into it^ and had 
floated down with the current. The senior 
Magistrate of Alexandria was preaent in the 
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stage, as the driver g^ve this account; and hevBg 
well acquainted with the man^ considered him 
worthy of credit 

ISth. I attended Alexandria meeting. The 
number of black slaves kept in and near this 
city, is very great. On market days, many come 
out of the country with fruit, vegetables, &c. 
and some, even girls of 10 or 12 years of age, 
are seen walking the streets with baskets on 
their heads, without any clothing. Some, both 
men and women, are nearly without clothing; 
and what little is allowed to many of them is all 
in rags. Their common full dress is a coarse 
sacking or linsey woolsey shirt and trowsers, 
for the men ; and, for the women, a long gar* 
ment or a petticoat, and a short waistcoat of the 
same materials ; both sexes go without shoes 
or stockings, and mostly without hats. I ui^* 
derstood from a respectable person, that farther 
to the South, he has seen at the houses of what 
are called gentlemen, the young blacks waiting 
Ut table, quite naked ; without discovering any 
appearance of shame, either in master or slave. 

There is a very striking contrast between the 
appearance of tlie horses or teams in Penn- 
sylvania, and those in the Southern Statesy 
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n*ere slaves are kept. In Pennsylvania, we 
meet great numbers of waggons, drawn by 4 or 
more fine fat horses; the carriages firm and 
well made, and covered with stput, good linen^ 
Heached almost white ; and it is not uncommon 
to see 10 or 15 together, travelling cheerfully 
along the road, the driver riding on one of the 
horses. Many of these come more than 300 
miles to Phiiadelphia^ from the Ohio, Pittsburg, 
and other places ; and I have been told by a 
respectable friend, a native of Philadelphia, 
that more than 1000 covered carriages fre- 
quently come to Philadelphia market Indeed 
the appearance of them on market-days, in 
Market-street, which is 2 miles in length, and 
about 40 yards in width, is such as no stranger 
«an have a just conception of; to say nothing 
of the adjoining streets, which are crowded 
"with farmers* carts and waggons from every 
'quarter. 

The appearance of things in the Slave States 
is quite the reverse of this. We sometimes 
meet a ragged black boy or girl, driving a team 
consisting of a lean cow and a mule ; some- 
times a lean bull or an ox, and a mule ; and I 
have seen a mule, a buU, and a cow, each mi- 
serable in its appearance^ composing one team^ 

P 
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with a half-naked hlack slave or two^ riding or 
driving, as occasion suited. The carriage or 
ivaggon, if it may be called such, appeared in 
as wretched a condition as the team and its 
driver. Sometimes a couple of horses, mules, 
or cows, &a would be dragging a hogshead of 
tobacco, with a pivot or axle driven into each 
end of the hogshead, and something like a shaft 
attached; by which it was drawn or rolled along 
the road. I have seen two oxen and two slaves 
pretty fuQy employed, in getting along a single 
hogshead ; and some of these come from a great 
distance inland. 

In the evening of this day, I had a pleasant 
sail up the Patowmadi to George-Town 
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Chapter VII. 



Washingion-^FredericJe-Town^ Tor fc-Town-^ Columbia 
Lanciuier-^Merion^ Radnor* 



20th of Sth Monthy 1805. I spent yesterday 
at Washington City and <3eorge-Town j and 
this day went in the stage from George-Town 
to Frederick-Town, in Maryland. At this 
place the death of a person of the name of 
Smith, was a general subject of conversation. 
I was informed, that in eariy life, he had been 
a transported convict from England^ and had 
lived and ^rrought with the black slaves, and 
had taken a wife from amongst them. Since 
the time of his servitude expired, he had, by in- 
dustry and management, acquired 70,0001. part 
of which he gave to his children by his black 
wife ; and the residue, being much the largest 
proportion, to his white children. This man, I 
Kas told, was the principal stock-holder in the 
Columbia Bank. 

Great numbers of blade slaves are kept in 
this part of Maryland. One farmer was men- 
tioned to me who kept upwards of 200 ; and 
from the quantity of land he had under cul- 
tivation, there did not appear to be more than 

F 2 
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10 acres to one slave ; which of course could 
yield but little profit to the owner. I was told 
of one couple of slaves he had, who lived as 
man and wife, and were valued at more thaa 
4001. on account of their stout healthy children — 
whom he could sell at a very high price when 
young. From the information I received, it 
appeared that breeding slaves was the best 
part of his business ! Such is the corrupt state 
of things where slavery is permitted. 

^ith. This morning I passed through Yoric- 
Town. At the Assizes or Sessions, which were 
held at that time, a boy of about 15 years of 
age, was convicted of the wilful and deliberate 
murder of his play-fellow, a little boy 2 or 3 years 
younger than himself. The reason he assigned 
for this cruel act was, that his companion had 
won a few pence from him at some game of 
chance. A lawyer who had attended the trial, 
was in the stage, and said that the culprit ap- 
peared unconcerned as to the issue ; and when 
convicted, showed no.emotion ; but, with a great 
deal of indifference, requested that his acquaint- 
ances would attend at his execution; which 
they did. 

At noon we came to the Susquehanna, oh the 
opposite shore to Columbia, where we dined. 
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This is one of the most beautiful and romantic 
parts of America. The river is here nearly one 
mile broad, with a number of beautiful little 
islands spread orer it. What added greatly to 
the beauty of the scene,, were the high rocks 
which rise from the margin of the river, and 
near ^yhich were seen many eagles and fish- 
hawks soaring in the air ^ liie latter frequently 
darting into the water, where they make a prey 
of the fish. In rising, again, it frequently hap- 
pens that the eagles pursue tlie hawks, and 
compel them to let go their prize \ and such is 
tiie swiftuess of the eagle, that he will often 
dart down, and seize the fish, before it reaches 
the water. • 

In the shallow parts of the river, many beau- 
tiful white herons are seen, stalking along in 
search of food, making a beautiful variety in 
the prospect. 

r saw a number of l^rge flat-bottomed boats 
in this river, some of which had come upwards 
of aOO miles, and could carry 1000 bushels of 
wheat. The largest of them are more than 70 
feet in length, but calculated for one voyage 
only, and for floating down the rivers with the 
stream, over shallows and falls ; for when they 

E3 
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arrive at the place of their destination, they are 
taken in pieces, and the timber is used for other 
purposes. Exclusive of these boats, which are 
called arks, and have frequently a kind of cot- 
tage upon them, in which several persons are 
accommodated during the voyage; there are 
also many large floats of timber which are so 
fixed together, that they appear like one large 
compact body ; and on them a small dwelling- 
house is built, for the accommodation of a fa- 
mily. These floats sometimes contain several 
tiiousand feet of timber, which are conveyed in 
this way several hundred miles, at a very trifling 
expense. After crossing this beautiful river in 
the ferry-boat, we came to Columbia, a small 
new built city rising fast into importance. Here 
we again entered into the stage, and passing 
through a fine well-cultivated country, on a 
good turnpike-road^ we came to Lancaster; 
which is considered the best inland town in 
North America, and is about 12 miles distant 
from Columbia. 

25f A. This was the first day of the week : 
and there being no meeting of friends in Lan- 
caster, I was induced to inquire if no friend 
resided there, and was informed of a person 
resident in the town, who was a member of our 
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society. I called upon him, and was kindly en- 
tertained by him the whole of the afternoon. 
After a little conTersation with him, I found 
that he was father to one of my customers in 
America. I haye often thought it a great pri- 
Tilege in our society, that such an interchange 
of hospitality and freedom prevails among us. 
It has a great tendency to smooth the path of 
life, especially to strangers in a stlrange land. 
In the course of conversation in this family, I 
found that Major Andre and Colonel Despard 
had both taken up their lodgings with them, 
when prisoners on parole to the Americans. 
They spoke very respectfully of Major Andre, 
wiio had so condhcfed himself as to gain much 
upon the affections of the whole family. Some 
of his drawings and letters were shown to me, 
which they preserved with great care. 

26tA. The short time I remained in Lan- 
caster, I found that consid'erable business was 
done in the manufactory of locks, latches, and 
rifle guns, all of which are esteemed to be su- 
perior to those imported from England. This 
day I came to Philadelphia, and had the com^ 
pany of Judge Yates the whole of the way. 
lathe evening, I attended the burial of a young 
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man, whom I bad left but a few days before in 
good health. 

Slst The last five days have been spent at 
Merion. At this place I was told, that as 
Willam Penn was once coming up from New- 
castle to Piiiladelphia, a friend in the vessel 
remarked, that both tlie wind and the tide were 
against them ; William Penn immediately re- 
plied, that " himself had been sailing against 
wind and tide all his life." This reply was 
very descriptive of the difficulties which this 
great man encountered in tlie World*. 

9ih Monthy 2lst, The last three weeks I 
continued at Merion, occasionally going to Phi- 
ladelphia on business. In the aftern4)on of this 
day, I visited Peter Andrews and his wife. 
They are an ancient couple of plain, honest 
friends, both in the ministry. The grandlather 
of the former came amongst friends in a re- 
markable way. He resided near tlie sea coast 
in the Jerseys, and being an active, lively youngs 
man, he used sometimes to employ himself in 
playing upon a violin amongst his neighbours; 

* • Since flie first edHion of thi*se Travels was priotetf , Me- 
moirs of the Life of this extraordinary Statesman, written hy 
T. Clarkson, A.M. have been published, in 2 vols. Svo. 
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especially when the young people were col- 

UdStd to dance and make merry. After one 

ff Aes6 CNieftsiand, as he was returning home, 

\%n the evening, he observed a human skull 

upoil the sand i which, as he passed by,^ 

i llaUjied spcne serious reflections ; but they passed 
^for the present: Going th^it way again some-. 
Itpie aft^r, th^ impressions were renewed, and. 
^Aile he was muring over the skull, which had, 
^usy a second time, been the means of bringing. 
ill$0;his mi^d a train of serious reflections, he 
Included to bury this <}ry bone which had so 

. |||(^5verfttUy preached to him. He covered it 

fifefully up in the earth, and went home, en- 

• » 

JHf tug the ple«^ing rejection, of having per- 
llvmed this la^ office to the remains of o, 
Ulow-ereature. Such, however^ were the weight 
'W4 ^oieginity occasioned by the impressions on 
,1^ wnd from this circumstance, tliatatotai 
fh&nge in^his life and conversation succeeded ; 
ilM^ s^rtly.after, be joiued friends and became 
ttjraluable minister i^ the society. Some meur 
H&a is made of this friend, I believe m Thomas 
Ciialliiley's Journal. His name also was Pet^s 



i*. 



adth. I still remained at Merion, and thiai 
anrning attended meeting there. In the after^ 
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noon, I had the curiosity to take a view cf a 
lar^e methodist meeting, held near us, called a 
camp meeting ; which bad been continued about 
a week, almost night and day. The concourse 
of people was very great ; and numbers of them, 
it was said, had come several hundred miles to 
attend the meeting. Many tents and huts were 
erected on the spot ; and a great number of car- 
riages of various descriptions, such as coaches, 
coachees, chairs, covered waggons, carts, &c. &c. 
were collected under the shade of a lofty forest. 
From some conversation I had with one of the 
conductors of this assembly, I understood that 
great exertions had been used to preserve order, 
eq^ially through the night ; and, that, at ten 
o^clock in the evening, patroles went round the 
encampment to see that all were in their proper 
tents and places. Those who had not a birth 
within the camp, were sent out. Their meet- 
ings had been kept up several days with almost 
incredible zeal, from early in the morning until 
late in the evening; and, even after they had 
withdrawn into their huts and tents, numbers 
of them continued in prayer through a great 
part of the night. It may well be supposed 
therefore, that the preachers were a good deal 
exhausted ; especially as their language and 
gestures were generally violent. Some of the 
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most zealous ^rould quite exhaust themselves 
in less than an hour ; but, there being^ a eon* 
siderable number on the stage on which they 
preached, their places were supplied imme- 
diately on their sitting down. I observed that 
a great number of negro families attended; 
and many of them in handsome carriages. The 
whole number of persons composing this meet- 
ing was said to-be 50Q0. 

lOih Month, 5th, Joseph Paul kmdly took- 
me in^his-carrtagcj to see a large encampment^ 
on the Ridge Road, where many poor persons - 
were accommodated, who had left Hiiladelphia 
to avoid the infection of the yellow fever. 
Afterwards, we visited the gardens and green- 
houses of William Hamilton, where we saw a- 
number of plants and shrubs, natives of every^ 
quarter; of the world. . 

lO^A. I went to Radhor monthly meetmg,% 
and spent the evening at Owen Jones's, one of 
tiiose friends who suffered banishment on ac- 
eount of their supposed attachment to the 
British, during the revolution. His sister told 
me that on William Penn^s arrival in America, 
he lodged at her great grandfather's at Merion. . 
Ai that tfane, her grandfather was a boy of. 
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about 12 years old ; jand being a lad of some 
curiosity, and not often seeing such a guest as 
William Penn, he privately crept to the chamber 
door, up a flight of steps, on the outside of the 
building, which was only a log-house. Qn 
peeping through the latchet*hole, he was struck 
with awe, in beholding this great man upon hi» 
knees, by the bed-side; and could distinctly 
hear him in prayer, and in thanksgiving, that- 
he was thus provided for in the wilderness. 
This circumstance made an impression upon tfaa 
lad's mind, which was not effaced in old.sige. 
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Haverford — leavea JHerian — Borden Town—Amhoy-^ 
Aew' Fork — Hudson — Nine Partners — Quarterly 
Jlfeeling—Hudifon— Albany-— Troy> 



I2th of lOth Month, 1805.. I returned from 
Radnor to Merion, and this day attended HaTer- 
ford meeting, at wliich were several strangers*. 
This is one of the oldest meeting-houses in 
America ; and at the early settlement, of this 
meeting, friends of Philadelphia went every 
third first day to attend it ; most of them coming 
on foot a distance of about ten miles. At liiat 
time nearly the whole of the road was through 
a shady forest. Amongst tlie rest, William 
Penn used to come on horseback, and would 
occasionally take up a little bare-footed girl 
behind him, to relieve her when tired. By the 
early minutes of the monthly meeting, it ap- 
pears that several friends were appointed to 
mark out a road through the woods from Phila- 
delphia, to Haverford and Radnor meetings. 

4 

17th. The four preceding days were spent 
at Merion. This day I set out on a visit to 
some relations at Hudson's, on the North River^ ^ 
and at Elkland^S; near the head of the Sus- 
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qiiehanna. John Paul being so kind as t<r 
take me to Fi:ankfort in his carriage, I em- 
braced the opportunity of visiting a brother of 
his on the banks of the Delaware. Afterwards,he 
took me to the stage office, whence I rode to the 
shore opposite Borden Town in the Mail Pilot. 

In crossing the Delaware to that place, 
I fell in company with a respectable old 
Scotchman, who had been amusing himself in 
jfishing. He told me that he had sometimes 
had the company of General' Moreau in his 
amusements, of whom he spoke highly, as a 
maw of mild and agreeable manners. I spent 
this evening at Borden Town, the residence of 
the noted Thomas Payne. My lodgings being: 
at the tavern, from whence the stage set out 
early in the morning, I was thrown into a mixed, 
company of the towns-people. Being a stranger, 
this extraordinary person was introduced as a 
subject of conversation ; buttlie company being 
of Afferent religious and political sentiments, I^ 
found Ihat nothing correct could' be gathered' 
respecting the character of this man, evenj^ 
amongst his townsmen and neighbours. Some* 
of them asserted tliat he was a drunkard ; others> 
the contrary. Some asserted that he was not 
fit to live, and ottiers with equal earnestness^ 
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Hiat he was an upright honest man, and kind 
and friendly to the poor. Perhaps all might 
have some ground for their assertions, hy view- 
ing different periods of his life ; but what ap- 
peared the most remarkable, was an observation 
of the landlady, who asserted her belief, that 
he was an enemy to American freedom, and 
that he was supported by Great Britain, and 
was the friend of that Government. In proof 
of her assertion, she said, that he had treach- 
erously mixed black sand in the American 
gunpowder, intended to be used against tlie 
English. All this, however, manifested that 
the mind of man is liable to be darkened and 
cbuded by party spirit, which so much prevails 
in the worlds and which seems inseparable 
from free Governments, when mankind, indi- 
vidually, are unwilling to come under the gio- 
vemment.of the Prince of Peace. 

lO^A. I came to South Amboy ; some parts 
of the road were through a fruitful land, and 
others through a country almost as sandy and 
barren as the deserts of Arabia. 

20ih. I was unexpectedly detained at Am-' 
boy, the packet not arriving in time. This 
being first day, and there being no meeiing 
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near the place, I spent my time in walking* 
alon^ the sea shore, and observing the variety 
of marine productions that were spread along: 
the coast. Having my little bible, it was not 
the least of gratiiioations, occa»onally to sit 
down upon a piece of the wreck of some stranded * 
vessel, which the stormy ocean had cast upon 
the beach, and read a page or two in that in^ 
structive volume. Whilst, thus .employed, I 
could not help pitying that'poor man of Borden 
Town, whose name I. have recently mentioned^ 
for having so unwisely deprived himself of the 
great consolations which the Scriptures afford, 
by cultivating a disbelief of the truths wliich 
have been recorded for. our. comfort, and in«- 
struction through time. . 

The situation of Amboy ispeew^arl^ beautifiil> 
as to prospectus. . It commands a full view of 
the Neversink Mountains, and of the light- 
house at Sandy-Hook, by which vessels gene- 
rally pass in going to and from New- York and 
the Atlantic ; particularly those in tiie European 
trade. Other vessels also come up the Raritan 
and the Hackinsack rivers, which add to the 
beauty of the scene. 

2lst I went on board the padcet for NeWr* 
York, directly after a breakfast made chiefly of 
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stewed oysters. These shell-iish abound so 
much here, that little children are taught to eat 
them to breakfast. The landlady told me, that 
she sometimes had 2 or SOO bushels in the 
cellar, at a time, in the winter season. After 
being on board about a quarter of an hour, we 
were invited by signal to touch at Perth Amboy, 
on the opposite shore ; where we landed about 
ten o^ clock, and took in two families for New- 
York. As we sailed along this Bay, I had an 
opportunity of seeing the oyster fishers, who 
were busily employed. The instruments they 
generally itsed, somewhat resembled two hay- 
rakes, with long iron teeth, having the handles, 
which are very long, pinned together about two 
feet from the heads of the rakes, so as to open 
and shut like a pair of large pincers. These 
instruments, which are called tongs, are opened 
wide when the heads are let down from the 
boat; and, as soon as they reach the bottom, 
the men close them, and the teeth of the rakes 
meetings drag the oysters together. By this 
method^ from one to three or four oysters are 
taken at a time. 

In sailing from Perth Amboy to New- York, 
we picked up a good new boat, worth 10 or 12 
guineas, whidbi was drifting out to sea. Having 
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been so detained at Perth Amboy, and the Tvind 
proving unfavourable, we did not arrive at 
New- York until after dark. As the yellow fe- 
ver had for some time prevailed at New- York, 
I was desirous of being put on shore at Brook- 
lyn, on Long Island ; but, the night being 
dark with wind and rain, I could not prevail 
upon the Captain of the packet to land me : 
nor could I obtain a boat of any kind to take 
me over. I was therefore under the necessity 
of going to New- York, where all was silent 
and solitary ; and what used to be the busiest 
parts, were now without an inhabitant to be 
seen. 

Having landed at Quince's Wharf, I went 
along Water-street to the Fly-market Wharf, 
hoping to meet with the ferry-boat ; but here 
likewise all was. silence and solitude. I then 
-went through the whole length of Fly-market, 
which had the appearance of having been un- 
trodden for weeks past ; the light of some lamps 
showing the boarded floor to be as clean as that 
of a parlour. From the Fly-market, I crossed 
Pearl-street, into Maiden-lane, and went on to 
Broad-way, to the City Hotel, a large spacious 
inn ; where I was the only guest. When I was 
here last, the bouse was crowded with com- 
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pany ; so much had this awful Tisitation varied 
ilie scene in every part of this busy city. 

Some of its inhabitants, with whom I had 
been w^ell acquainted, had been suddenly taken 
away by the ravages of that dreadful disease. 
The next morning I left New- York, and pass> 
ing through Greenwich, and over Harlem 
Bridge, I arrived at Thomas Walker's to din- 
ner. There I spent the afternoon in company 
with one of the Pilots for the Sound, a healthy 
old man between 8D and 00 years of age, who 
frequently walked 20 miles a-day. In coming, 
I had passed through Greenwich, a village to 
which the business of New- York, together with 
the banks and public offices, was removed on 
account of the yellow fever. The bustle and 
confusion occasioned thereby is not easily con- 
ceived. For the accommodation of the mer* 
chants, many temporary wooden buildings were 
erected. 

2ScI. I accompanied T. and E. Walker to 
West Chester meeting ; and, in the afternoon, 
Bpent a few hours with I. Collins and family, 
who were under affliction on account of tlie de- 
cease of his wife. She had been lately removed 
1>X the yellow fever, having, it was supposed, 
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takeB die infection the day previous to her com- 
ing to West Chester; to which place the £amily 
had removed for safety from the infection. The 
removal of this valuable fri^od^ ha3 been a very 
trying dispensation to her husbstnd and family. 
If I understand right, she has left IS children.. 

In conversation with her daughters, I under- 
stood that the family were not aware that her 
complaint was the yellow fever, until after her 
decease. She- was preserved in so. HHSch still- 
ness and quietness, and) apparently, under sa* 
little bodily pain during the progress of the dis- 
order, thai they had' no apprehension of its be- 
ing this dreadful' complaint, until afterwards 
informed by the medical attendants. 

27f ^ This and* the^ preceding' nightriodgedt' 
on board the Hudson packet. In sailing aloug 
thisriwr, the scen^y and prospects are in many 
places grand and beautiful in a high degree; 
especially in sailing by the Highlands, Stoney 
Point, and the Katskill Mountains. Some- 
times, for a considerable distance, the rocks 
rise from the edge of the river, in bold, lofty 
precipices, similar to those of Middleton Dale, 
in Derbyshire ; and the river, in many parts, is 
from ooe ta two miles over. This- gives room. 
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for flie vessels, vAiick navigate the river, to pass 
and repass each otherivilliottt danger ; although 
the number is said to be i^)wards of 1600. They 
eonsist chiefly of sloops of about 70 tons bur- 
then ; yet large ships are occasionally seen as 
high up as Hudson's and Athens, being about 
150 miles up the country. In sailing on this 
river, we sometLmes had the sight of 15 or 20 
vessels within a short distance of us; and Cap- 
tain Bunker mentioned that he had sometimes 
seen 30 in company* 

Although this river is jtfetty straight, in ge- 
neral, yet it frequently v^inds its way between 
lofty TockB and mountains, which cause a va- 
riety of currents in the wind, so as to require a 
good deal of care and managend^it to work the 
vessels to advantage* It was. amusing some* 
times to observe that, while we lay becalmed 
On one side of the streatn under a lofty rock, 
^le vessels which happened to be on the con- 
trary side, would skim past us like an arrow, 
with a fair wind, leaving us far behind ; and at 
Ihe same time the company would divert them- 
selves at our difficulties as they glided past ; 
but, before we got many miles, it sometimes 
happened that the tables were turned ; and the 
'winds would favour us to get before those who 
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had so recently derided us. To persons dis- 
posed to moralize, there vras somewhat instruc- 
tive in these changes of scene ; as we may not 
unfrequently observe similar occurrences in our 
passage through life. 

2S^A. I arrived at Hudson early in the after- 
noon, and paid for my passage, of about 150 
miles, one dollar and a half: and was charged 
three quarters of a dollar per day for board and 
liquor during tlie voyage. As we were about 
leaving the sloop, a boy came on board, and 
abioiptly told a young woman, our fellow-pas- 
senger, that her sister, whom she was come to 
see, on account of her illness, had just breathed 
her last. This proved more than the poor girl 
could bear : and she was not in a situati<m to 
leave the vessel while I staid. It was a great 
pity that more caution was not observed in con- 
veying such afflictive intelligence. In stepping 
ashore at Hudson, one of the first persons I 
met with was George Bunker, the first mate of 
the ship in which I came over to America, 
whose family reside here. He kindly sent his 
son as my guide part of the way, and I went 
that evening to my relation's house on the banks 
of Claverack Creek. 
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29fA. I spent this day pleasantly at Sunny- 
side, the residence of a relation, and went with : 
him over his farm. He has purchased 300 
acres of land, with a dweUing-house and bam, 
for 0001. sterling. The estate runs nearly a 
mile on the banks of a river, which is stored 
with plenty offish, and which passes into the. 
North River about five miles below. On the 
opposite side of the farm, there is a good turn- 
pike-road, leading to Hudson, &c. About 100 
acres are cleared from wood, and are in a state 
of cultivation ; the remaining 200 acres being, 
^ood land, are esteemed the most valuable. 
There are about 20 acres of meadow near the 
river. This land is very rich and productive ; 
and the whole of the estate, if in many parts of 
Yorkshire, would be thought good and valu- 
able land : inferior, I believe, is sometimes sold 
for 1001. per acre, 

SOth. This morning I walked to the residence 
of Henry Marriott, jun. near his mill on Clave- 
rack Creek. At this mill is a fall of about 30 
f^et, over one of the most rugged rocks I ever 
saw. In England the strata of rocks commonly 
lie horizontally, but here they are nearly per- 
pendicular, forming many rugged points and 
pinnacles; over which the water is thrown with 
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no little feam and noise. After dining, and 
spendifig a few hours very pleasantly, we re- 
turned to Snnnyside in the evening. 

Wth MoMhy Ist In ^e morning I went out 
with one of my relations into ilie woods, and 
caught an American hare in a bellow Iree ; bnt 
we were obliged to hew down the tree before 
we could come at the prize^ The American 
hare is not like either the hare or the rabbit of 
England, but has the appearance of a mixture 
of both. When the poor creature was taken, it 
cried like an infant. 

4f fe. I set out in company for Nine Partners 
quarterly meeting. We took our provisions 
with us in the coachee, and found the inn- 
keepers very cheerfully spread a table, with a 
cloth and knives and forks, being well: satisfied 
with the profit on the feed of our horses and the 
little liquor we drank. This being the general 
practice, it makes travelling more easy as to 
expense; for the whole the innkeeper had to 
receive of us, being a company of 5 or 6, was 
not more than half a crown at dinner. By re- 
tail, a glass of brandy or rum and water, such 
as is commonly called for in England, is charg- 
ed at the inns 3|d. Although the means of in* 
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toxication are more easily attained than in Eng- 
land^ yet I think^ on the T^hole; that all classes 
are more sober here than in my ndtive land. 
The frequent elections have a strong tendency 
to promoted hitemperance ; but as a seat in the 
legislature in this country, is not, in its conse- 
quences, so lucrative 6^ in England, there is 
not the same inducement for corruption and in- 
temperance. This cTening vre reached Jona- 
Iban Marriott's, and lodged there. 

6ih. We continued our rout and reached 
Trice Mosier's to dinner, and lodged there that 
night. This friend made respectful mention of 
Thomas Colley, whose companion he was for 
some time in his travels in this country. During 
the Revotution, T- M. with s6me oUier friends^ 
was taken prisoner by the British, and confined 
ulong time on board a prison ship. Whilst 
there,he employed himself in making a variety^ 
little articles in Wood, some of wiiich he showed 
me. They were very neatly executed, and 
bore testimony that they had been made, ratlier 
to pass on time than to earn wages. In one of 
^se memorials of his captivity, he had a quan^ 
^ity of tea, which had 1>een gathered in the 
'woods about his dwelling. It had much the ap - 
pearanee and iavour 6f common bohea tea. 

G 
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6th. I attended Nine Partners qHarterly , 
meeting. At this meeting there w^e throe, 
friends in the gallery, sitting near together^. 
iv]^ose ages united made about 300 years. After 
meeting, we spent an hour or two in the schoc^ 
for friends' children, where the 4;eachers kindly 
brought forward a few of their best xeaders, 
both boys and girls, and gave us a specimen of 
ttieir abilities in ;tbat branc^ of learning:. Some 
of them read well, and did credit to the in- 
stitution. Amongst the teachers, I obseryed a . 
young couple, who had been married somQ 
time : the husband was between 17 andl8 years 
•old, and the wife a little older, but not mucti^. 
One consequence of such early marri^iges is, 
that many generations are frequently seen Uving , 
M the same time. The children of a friend of 
my acquaintance^ John Biddle, of Philadelphia^ 
are the seventh genei^ation^ the female head 
bf which family was a friend then living. In 
ihe afternoon we set our for Stamford quartei^y 
meeting.. . , , 

mh. Came to Paul Upton^s. Here J toiv 
seTeral articles very neatly painted, appearing 
to me neater and more lively than oil paintuigi 
and which, \ was informed^ con^sted of nof* 
thi|ig ))ut the colouring tfub^nce j^ouAd d«w9 
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wih eiirds. Here 1 also saw a' quantity of 
setving silk made in this country, and produced 
from silk worms raised id Mansfield, in Con* 
necticut; in which place upwards of ten tons of 
flilk had been produced the last year. 

In the afternoon of this day, we visited Mark 
Coffin at his farm^ whfch is one of the neatest 
and hest conducted I have seen. There I 
saw a ram from the Straits of Magellan^ 
wUchhad been presented to him by his brother. 
Captain Hussey, who had brought it from 
thence. The animal was of great strength, 
asd liduch larger than any English sheep. He 
bsid tWo large horns standing upwards, some- 
what like those of a goat; and two others 
grbwing from near the roots of the former, 
twisted like those of other sheep. His colour 
W8US Mack, and his wo(4 of a coarse quality. 

IM. I went across flie North River to 
Athens, and after spending about an hour 
there, went on board the sloop, called the First 
Gotosettor, for Albany. 

ISik. I slept last night on board the packet ; 
Bad this day arrived safe at Albany, after a 
ple^isant i»adl up Hudson River, on the baiikir 

as 
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«f which are many beaiktifql prospects. Albany 
has more the appearaaee of an English town, 
than any I have seen m America. Some of 
ihe streets are narrow and irregular, andlmany 
of the houses are -old. On approaching the 
city/ in sailing up the river, the roofs of many 
of the buildings, from being covereli with tin 
plates instead of slate, exhibit a very skigalar 
and glittering appearance ia the sun, 

16tA. This day I rode up to Troy, wfaieb 
is a beautiful city, and improving rapidly. It 
is already of cpnsiderable extent, although: like 
Hudson of but few years standing. Divers of 
the steeples and towers of their public build- 
ings, being covered with tin plates, act at Albfuay, 
give the place a very splendid appeaipaiioe. 

17th. In the afternoon I set out tw Sdbe- 
nectady, on the Mohawk River, and arriv^ 
there eariy in the eviening. 
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Chapter IX. 

Gtnetee Conntr^'^Ftica^Brothertawn— Indian Tale-- 
Tkt OrekarM-Jndian Inn^Lakes Skaneatetes, Owa^ 

■ fy Seneog, and Canmtldarqtfe^Jn Mheitt^BMini 
Land Compatny^Pralft^i* 



]8f& of Wih Month, 1805. I crossed the 
Mohawk river, and travelled about* 80 miles 
^ thd GeBesee Turnpike. 

' ■ -- 

- WIfi. I was joined by Uii agreeable young 

man from Hudson^ of the name of Osi>orh'^, 
ivho is in the practice of the law. He had also 
in company with him, a Respectable tradesman 
flpom BaHs-town Springs ; so we travelled along 
fteasantly through the romantic valley of the 
Mohawk, and in our journey, saw a few strag- 
gling Indians climbing up tlie mountains. In 
the evening, we came to the smaller falls of 
^at river, where the navigation is aided by a 
number of well constructed locks. The fall is 
about 70 feet. Here is a pretty little town 
having some good inns, and standing in a most 
beautiful and romantic situation, somewhat re-^ 
Bembling Matlock; but the scenery is more 
Tinged and stupendous. 

G8 



Here we lodged ; and the next momingi "we 
«et out along the Gennan Flats, to Kersey- 
mere, where we breakfasted at a T^rjr good ins, 
although about 200 miles inland. Ia travelluig 
this road, we sometimes observe vestiges of the 
devastation fprm^ly made, through the msti* 
^ations of the English or French. Governments, 
by the Indians, as they were prevai}^ upoQ) 
•oihetimes by one power, and sometiKies bythe 
*ther, to Join in their wars and (jnarrels. How 
Vlegrading that iuep, placed in authority, aad 
professing to be the followers of Christy should 
be thus employed in workij^g upon the ^'- 
plicity of the poor Indians ! 

In the afternoon^ we came to Vtica^ an im- 
proving place, of considerable business, %Uitie 
distance from .Fort Schuyler. 

2\9t In the evening, I canqe to an IndiftA 
village, called Broihertown. Here I wan osin- 
fortably accommodated at. the haute, of lui 
Indian, whose name was Obadiah Scipio» Hi> 
*wife Elizabeth, is the daughter of w IndiM 
Chief of the name of Fowler* She was. a p#r«- 
sonable woman., and of an ei^pr^feiv^.ootiio- 
tenanee^ and was very in4ttstriou8. Her daJ^ 
produced excellent cheese and b.uttc^,; notvifii^ 
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standing a great part of her time was employed 
HI spjnnitig for the family apparel, whieh was 
^ry decent. It was mostiy prepared for the 
weaver by her own household; and, whilst I; 
was in the houses a female' weaver of the Tillage, 
brought ifi a piece of cloth, made from yarn 
spun lift 'this family, trhich was such al» would 
have done credit tb any female in' England. 
7his r^utabte Indian couple had four' fine 
healthy ddldren, who sat by flie fife; aifd, 
{bough; of a copper bolour^ their countenances 
were ftr from tmplijashig. Their names were 
Denis,. Calvin, Cin&ia, and Celinda. ' "• 

' The sdbodlmaster of ibi9 Indian village^ who 

B paii) by frieads^^ introdaeed me^ to a Chief of 

the name of 'Hendricks^ with whoml had some 

conversation ; and we sat about an hour by ttie 

fire-side of a pretty large family of Indians, 

^ vAftfe li Wids pleasant to see the iipinning*^eel 

gaibvisklyii>und. There were Id or 18 Indians 

' around ^be fire ; -the older part of the family sat 

" bh »beiich nsfron^, and the little Indians on 

' thegfMihd on eik^side. Th^ fire was made 

at the end of the buildings and the smoke found 

i^ way tbroiigh the roof^- wiAiout the md of & 

i <ehhitney. The ^vralld and -roof wcare bung with 

Ws^'of Ij|diaa<)om, and othor winter provisions.^ 

G 4 
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It is difficult to deBCvilbe my feelings, on 
/sitting down with an Indian family in this way. 
In a sympathizing mind, sensations of jpity and 
compassion will predominate. On tilie othejr 
hand, it is not unlikely that a similar feelings 
may prevail iu the breasts of these children of 
the forest, towards those who may consider 
themselves as raised far ^bove ijktejn in edu- 
cation and civilized life. It is remarkable, 
Ihat an Indian hoy or girl is rarely found will-* 
ing to chai^ge native habits, for those of towns 
j)4KI cities ; but4bere are many instances, lan^ 
told, of those who are called ciTilisied people^ 
assimilating their manners with the Indian's ; 
»»4 of gi^ipg theif mode of Ufe the pr^erence. 
M^^ 8^9 W^y i» & strsMP^g^ and incopipr^ensibl^ 
being when lef^ \o hispself i whether in what if 
called a savage or a civilised state. Iqi either, 
whe^ ao l^ft, he standp equally 9^ re^y in*, 
siruii^ont, in the band ol' the compvoi^ eoeniy %4 
4he pes|oe apd happiness of the world. 

. I 9f0ni t^ fem^i)d€»^ of thi$k evening hs 
jgldipioJs $v^|ide» and wcks a^eopf^pi^ated witii' 
a good be4. at night, on which I slept cou-r 
fottably. Both th© ^id^^ ajad ceifeg^ pf th^ 
part of Ae building in whlefe I l<|dg(?d, wcpq 
covered with ears of Indian o^rn to t^f^ to^ l 
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ivhich,, to me, had a novels bat not an uno 
pleasant appearance. 

22d. 'X visited the Indian school-master and 
his school, and was presented with a few spe- 
cimens of writing. Here I met with a little 
poem on an Indian boy, who was sent to Haver- 
ford college for his education, which I thought' 
worth copying, it being founded on facts*. 

« Since. tlitf farmer ed UUid of these TrsKreis wsis panted, the 
Editor has met wkb the folk>wieg ^artkidars of this evaif,' viz : 
^ Wden the Marqoifi de la Fayette left Amerioa, ,oil Ms return^ 
to Europe, he carried with him a young lodlan, of the Six Na- • 
tions, to be educate«l in France, lliis oatNe eoDtiiiaed there 
onVtl the revoUrtiniiary thttes oonmefliced, ani then r^ta^ed and 
laaded in this town. His name^ Jf I do not nwTMieirtief^' wad 
Peter Otsequot. When here, the writer of this article'WBs fre- 
quently in his company, and could easily perceive the ascen- 
dency which India* babils^and pa<i6iens had over Ike pfrhitfiples 
ofedocBtion. He bad with him sevcralibwlio^piec^s^ which 
he brought from France ; and when a shooting ^ty fB«('pro- 
posed, the fire and animation of his .eyes and countenance, gave 
HFiking evidence 'of the passion which reigned empress in his 
bosom. He soon sought his native tribe ^ recommeneef the 
Indian, and foi^t what, viith so much labour, had been in- 
sUUed. into his mind. Excepting the &rt of writing, (wbicb| like 
that of swimming, it is said, never can be forgotten) hf was a-^ 
Bhort time since, as perfect a son of the forest, as any of the 
Bltttawatamiis* 
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Or j Force oj Sature. 

From Susquehanna's farthest springty 
Where tarage trihes pursue their gWi^, 

(His blanket tied with yellow strtng8>} 
An Indian of the forest came. 

Not long before, a wandering priest 
Expressed his wish, wilh risage sad— ^ 

Ah ! whj (he cry*d) in iatan's waste, 
** Aht why detain so fine Z lad ^ 

<• In white mau^s land, there stands a town, 
*• Where learning may be purchas*d low^^ 

M Exchange his blanket for a gown, 
•« And let the lad to college go.'* 

From Jong debate the council rose, 
And Tiewing Sfaaltnn*s tricks with Joy i ' 

To Ha'rford's Hall, o*er wastes of snow. 
They sent the copper-colour'd boy. 

Qtkt generous chief a bow supply'd. 
This gare a |haft and that a skin i' 

The feathers, in Termilliop dy*^. 
Himself did from a turkey win .&-* 

Thus dressed so fine, he took his wisr 

0*er barren mountams all alone 1 
A star his guide, he wandered far» 
' Hirpillow every night a stone* 

«-This tide, with soa^ addiiiooal stan4V%«|e MeiL/rDSi Ar 
ctopj of the peesa annexed to the Jipmtive contained in tbe 
bHsote. 
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At la»t arrW'd, with foot »o lame* 
Where learned mea talk heathen Greeki 

And Hcbrew'8 page is^bled o^efi 
Tp plea«e the Motes-^twice a weekr 

Awhile be writ, awhrie he read,- 

A^ite he conn'd their grammar role«^- 
(Ad Indian savage so well bred 

Gre^t credit pr4>ini»'d to the ichooli.)- 

Some thought ^e would id law .excel. 
Some said 4b physic, he would shine ^» 

And Qne that knew him passing weli» 
JPebeid; in hini, a soand dii^ine. • 

But those of more discerning ejie, 

£*eii thfen could other prospects shpw^ 
As oft he lay bis Virgil byi 

To wander with bi»^carer-boif; - 

-> 

The tedious hpuiv of fttiidy spent, 
The heaTY-mpuWedleetdre'dode, 

He to the woods a hunting weal, 
Bttt sigb'd tosee ihe setting suiL 

Ko myistic'woiidertf fir*d bis mind; ' 
He soogbt to giiih nb learnM degtree* 

But only sense eiiuugh4o find 
The s4\iirre& inthe^How tree. 

The shady bimk, tl«i pntlirig rtrfeam.- ' 
Tb« woody wild bis heart p6ihe^''dy 

The dewy Jawn» bis raorniilg dream 
in faAcy'ig^yttt colours dresti; 
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«' And vhyt (hecr3r*d>di4 I for^UiA 
" Mj anlive w<M)dt for 9lo0niy walU^ 

*<< The siWer tftrfAni, the livpid lnjbev 
•' Foe Uici^ 4mU bf Qki» aid coUcgfft baU»? 

^ A little couM VEtf wants ivppl^r^ 
•^ Can wemltk and honoiic gWe me m^ere )t 

«< Or wiU my faHbei's God deny 
<* Tht hufM^ treat fie gaver belere i 

^ Let lerapht gain tlie bright aAiodet 
«* Aqd heamea^aMihlimM maotioiii fte-^ 

**■ I only \^w to Nalare't God— • 
•« 1 he land o£ shades will do* ibc jua*- 

M These dreadfol secrets of the sky 
'• Ahupm Biy soul with chtHing feaiw. 

•« Do planets in theiv orbits jlgr., 
•• And is the oarth» iBdeed».a»sfh«re I 

^ Let planett itiH their covrse piiMB»» 
«* And comets to the <»ntve fiii»— 

** In Him my faithful friend lvieir» 
«« The image oCmy God^r-theSua^ 

^ Where Nature-s ancienft fbresta gfoia^ 
«* And mingled laurtl neier Ssdv^;^ . 

^ My heart is fi&'d f-^aad L masli go>: 
** To die amoog a^y nali«&diadesfc'^< 



Be spake, and to the v^ydBrtosjilriiigSw 
Stripp'd oEhis gown, hianay 'fie ImoI|i 

Bis hiankefc tied* with yeUow.HriBgs^- 
This natWrof the fo»rt weiit» . ^ 
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]K,eturnio^ ta hb native plain. 

The Indians welcomed him with Jot ; 

The CoHucit took him home again, 
And bfetfTd theip lawDj-eoKnir^d hof*^ 



' From the Indian Tillage of Brodiertown, I 
came to another settlement of theirs,, called the 
Orchard. Many of their habitations are formed 
principally of the bark of trees, atlxicfied to 
posts, which are fixed in the ground ; the roofs 
being also of bark; but as it is taken off the 
trees in broad pieces, they contrive to 'make a 
pretty warm dwelling. A few chiefs, and 
others, have good houses of wood, well fur- 
mished ; and some of the Indians, bemg very 
good workmen, and having complete sets of 
tools, I have seen houses of their building, su- 
perior io many in England* 

Asibe whole of this da^y^ journey lay amongst 
the Indians, whose habitations are pretty nu- 
xaerous in this quarter, I had a fair opportunity 
of formiixg some judgment of the progress they 
have made in the useful arts of civilized life ^ 
and I confess it i^ my opinion^ that many in 
these villages, are further advanced in this 
respect, and e^}oy more of the comforts of life, ' 
than, many of the inhabitants of the relxiote 
part% of jQreat Brit»ia and Ireland* 



tStr THAVfitft IK ' 

Fn passing by one of their habitations,, f ht9» 
tieed the Indiao mxaa&c of pteparingdeer skins-' 
for use* After taking off the hour, ttiej^vnew up 
the skin like a bag; and one end being mis^ 
pended by a support^, the lower end is broiigfh^ 
.close over a vessel, containing. a small fire, of 
green wood^ atthe bottom. The carbonic acifl 
ascending with the smoke, so impregnates the" 
slun, that it becomes a durable and elastip- 
leather ; very suitable for their shoes, or moc- 
casons, and other useful purpo$e8. This ope^^^- 
ration was going forward under the piazza of 
a very gpod frame-house; and, from the ap- 
pearance of the ioliabitants, T suppose the 
master was a chief of the first order. Upon- 
I^.hea4 be had a very. grotesque kind of cap,. 
mu<^ resembling a lofty antique helmet. His 
daughter, who appeared to be a girl about 13' 
years old, had a very pleasiiig Indian counr 
tenance j and her arms were ornamented with, 
silv^. bracelets-^ of considerable breadih, botfai 
above and below the elbow^^ Though her dres^ 
whs- entirely in the Indian fashion, widimoo^ 
ciisons, leggins, blanket, &c. ; yet^ being neat j* 
c]iean,^and of finer materials than usual, .sh^. 
had'ODkot an inelegant appearance.' ' ^ 

These people ^ui^ierstopd ^ little J^glishJ^ 
but| at several" of their habitations^ ' >irhejce I' 
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^all^d ifiilie course of the day, they either could 
not, or would not understand what I said. 
Jgome of'theyoung^ boys aild' gifts laughed 
immoderately^ on my inquiring of them the 
JTOad; but without being able, seemingly, to 
giye me any other answer. As I went along» 
I met with two cleyer-looking Indian young 
toeU) caipenters, having their todls with them. 
And under the piazza of a coBomodidus Indian 
dwelling, I saw, hung up in neat order, the 
harness and ydies of horses and oxen. There 
wafir also Xi good farm-yard surrounded with 
barns 'and stables, the whole having every ap-» 
pearanee of good management; ' 

^ In the evening, I joined my old companfonr 
again on the Genesee road; having parted vritli: 
him in going to a friend's house to lodg^. 
This night we took up 6ul: lodgings at a very 
good ins, keptby a Doctor Stockden. Although 
it the midst of the Olidda Indians, and 300 or 
400 miles inland from Philade!pbia, or New- 
'ioife, the room In which I slept was elegantfy 
fendsbed.- It iiad an excellent bed, &c. tW 
floor was spread with a good carpet, and the 
cnrtjttns of tiie windows, and of the bed, were 
of smart Manchester print. I^ observed several 
fitout'Ittdiaai men ^ting i& the biur-room j but 



*, # *' * 



tSi * TEATELS Il!f, 

they were not suffered, to get intoxicated, wbiclJB 
I thought was greatly to, the Doctor's credit^ 
as many of the tavern keepers suggly them.ta^ 
excess. 

23d. We set out early and caxae to • a. large}- 
goodinn^ belonging to an Oneida India% wh(^ 
lias assumed the name, of John Denny. This^ 
is a large brick, house, having four g^od roqno^. 
and a spacious passage and staircase on the 
ground floor. The rooms w£x^ not less tbaUv 
18 by 20 feet, lofty and well finished.. He had 
an oifer ot 821. 2s. 6d. a year rent for.it, or one 
dollar per day, which he had accepted. This- 
house of Denny's, and that belonging to Stock- 
den,, were built by Indian workmen,, and do^ 
them great credit. Denny has two daughters^ 
one of whom was lately married to a German^, 
a respectable farmer; and her father, aicc<Nrdtng^ 
to a promise he made, gave lum one bu^d^ of; 
dollars as her portion; and t was tojld,, he-, 
sometimes says^ that if his other. daog))ter% . 
sparry a prudent respectable young ma% he wIUfI 
give her two bushels of dollars foc^ her jM^rtioii. 

The Genesee turnpike road passes throi^b a* 
large tract of land belonging to tlu» Indian 
a^d has so jnuoh vai^d. the va^ o£it|; 
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bis sold some small lots near the road, as high 
as 61. sterling per acre, which is a great price 
in such a remote situation. 

As I sat in John Denny's house, I was told 
by an intdligent person of the family, that 
building so good a house, and making such 
improvepQients, had nearly cost him his life, by 
raising the envy and indignation of the neigli- 
bouring chiefs/ Under the influence of these 
unworthy passions, they had called him before 
one of iheit council fires, and informed him^ 
that they had taken his proceedings into con^ 
sideration, and were determined that he should 
IwiB the koprovemcmts he had made, and re- 
9^Ye into some other part of the country ; that 
they had obseryed he was become proud, like 
the white people ; that the house he had built 
was Te^ unbecoming an Indian ; and that he 
vxa^i quit it without further delay. In reply^ 
he tolc^ thepx ^^ h^ ^^ ready to comply with 
the orderf qi the chieis of his nation, proiFided 
they wiovld m^e him satisfection for the grea( 
exp^e he had been at} .but not otherwise. The 
cowcilbrok^ u^ without ^y thiixg further beiog 
do&e ^t that time. 

^r<}s^ after, atiother couttcil was held by ;' 
the chiefs ; and a messenger was sent to the 
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house requiring his attendance; but^ feloiag 
some violence was intended, he refused to com- 
ply. This refusal irritated the ddefiB so far, 
that they hnmediatdy sent out four warriors, 
with orders to put him to death ; btit observing 
them as they approached the house, he put him- 
self in a posture of defence; and, bdng jofaied 
by his brother and two white persons, who hap- 
pened to be in the house, they were able to 
linake such a defence', Ibat, after a sharp contest, 
in which both sides suffered sev^i^^y^the W^- 
riors were compelled to fly, Coveff^ wfth bloody 
being grievously wounded;' *' •'^ 

Hius circumstanced, he appltet <br ^pro- 
tection to flie government of the United Stated ;^ 
and abjuring hiis allegiance to the Oneida ^- 
tion, and takitg the oaths of allegiance to ))ie 
United States, he became a citizen thereof. 
In consequence of this condui5f, an officer of 
the United Sti^BS duly apprised tite Oneida 
chie&, that John D^iny was bow fvecome^a* 
citizen thereof, and of' course was midjin-tAe 
protection of that government; and that the 
government was deteirmiAed to^ ptotecft him. 
The officer also stated, that if die Qnfeida naticfn 
cononitted any further outrage against Denny,, 
it would be considered aig a breack<fflhetre«f^ 
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^f peace and amity then subsUting between 
^^n, and they mi^t take tke consequences, 
which would fait very heaTiiy upon diem. Since 
th]3 period, . he has not been disturbed by the 
Indians; but is gpmig quietly forward wiA the 
improvement of his lands, which are rising ra« 
pidty in value. 



C J 



^ My companion, who bad come with me from 
jMBT Sfcenectady, having some business with 
JoiiB DenHy, the Indian, respecting a mill seat 
jwbioh he wiriied to purchase, I left him, and 
pursued my way on. the Genesee road. In the 
evening, I reached Moss's tavern, in company 
with an ^agrectable person, whom I met wiih 
poon s^r leaving Jobn Denny's house. In 
tirfivellivg along this day, I saw some wild deer 
. from tbf^ road. Th?y appeared move light and 
aetive tdan thope in the pariu of England ^ 
and, in bounding along, seemed almost as light 
M aiiv bdng.al thai time pursued by a. hunter's 
. dog. : Here they .'are hunted for food^ and not 
lor nport, as in England. 

^ » * * . 

x-i 24ik. I 'travelled along the Genesee tnm- 
ifiifc^. and fassiod many fine tracts of land, co- 
vered with beech, die sugar maple,- &e.&Cv 
\ Jbub of tbeiand in these parts, I believe, coutd 
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scarcely he sold for 10s. p^r acre^ to be paid 

for in cash ; and yet, in tbe neiglikoBrtiood of 

many prindpal tofOis in Qteai firitainj^ wonld 

be thought cheap at 1081. per aore. From the 

many local advantages of soil, climate, &c. I 

think it is very probable, &at the long^eidended 

line of the Genesee tumpike-road, may, in ^ 

few years, be as thickly inhabited as some parts 

of Europe are at this time. In the afternolbn, 

X refreshed myself and horse at a comfortabk 

inn, on the outlet of the- Lake Skaneatetes^ 

which forms a sort of mill-Aam, coveriog, a 

apace of about 3 miles by U^ It was pleasant 

to observe on this outfet, a number 0f m3&, 

sufficieni to do the work of some thousands of 

:Virginia slaTes. It is greatly to be lamentedi^ 

ibat the absurd, policy of iiie S^othem States,. 

baa placed these poor creatures as^ a barrier 

fkgamst every imprpvement in mechanic^,- &c. 

Vice as .well as viitne brings its own reward; 

b^i the snfferings of tkdse poor okjects, ^ 

wh<Hn this f als^. policy of tiie vidous exerts iii 

baneful influence, are. much to.be Iwiented;^ 

and a truly feeling mind will deeply sympathi^ 

with the unhappy suffierers> thus deprived of 

every outward c<»isolation that can make ait 

existence in the ^orld desirable^' 
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Some of the mills wer? employed in the ma* 
iiufaetory of cloths. On the banks «f Ais lake, 
are many delightful situations, which would be 
highly Valued in a country like England. On 
every side they descend trifh a bold slope, and 
are genen^y eorered witii fine timber, ex- 
erting here aoi^ there an insulated plantation, 
vvliere the ground i9 cleared. These cultivated 
forms odd gveatfy te the beauty and variety of 
ihe floeBbery. After taking some refreshment at 
an iMi in the tsHage, which is close by the lake, 
I agaiB mounted my horse, and, in the evening, 
^eame to- 9» improving town, and took up my 
quarters at Bostwick^s Tavern. 

Wih. After passing by the Lake Ow'asco, I 
^asnived at Cayuga, ^ere is a very good mn. 
Cayuga- IB situated at the outfet of the l^e of 
Hud name, where there is a bridge over tKe 
Uke ITOOyardsr in extent, which I passed after 
paying l^d toll. I was informed, that on the 
.iletting in of the firost, the preceding winter^ 
fliove than* 1500* sledgeiS loaded with produce, 
passed this bridge in one day. Thi^ take is 
nearly 40 miles in length, and about 4 in 
Jkreadth^ and opens an extensive communication 
Infh New- York, by joining the; Mofha1;^k ahd 
North' Rivers, witb the exception of a short 
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portage or carrying-plaoe^ wher^ the Tesseb 
iiannotpass. '. . 

In the eveniiig I came to Geiieva) a handr 
some towiii sitaated on ^ tiigli gnmud on the 
banks of Lak^ Seneca. This lidie also esctends 
about 40 miles in length, and generally from 
8 to 5 miles in breadth ; and is navigated 1^ 
sloops. On inquiry, I found ih»t land-adb 
here from 13s. 6d. to S78. per acre, though ^ 
▼ery good quality. Thfare heing^a bold shore 
all along this lake, there *are» as may* well be 
conceived, many beautifiil «ituatioBS on its 
banks. 

26th. I passed the outlet of X^e Canan- 
4aqust, and the town of that mane. The lake 
is peariy equal in magnitude to Lake Seneea,* 
and the town extends to its borders. Thesd* 
lakes abound with a variety of frcish-waler fish^' 
particularly salmon and salmon^out; andy' 
what is a little extraordinary, the latter are 
much larger than the former^ fk*eqiien% Tweagb^- 
ing from 70 to SOlbs. each* 

In the evenings I came to Oeneral HalTir 
Tavern, wh^e I was well -entertained by bis 
and Jiis family. The General, though an iiMi« 
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Iceeper^ stands very high in the estimation of 
his coimtrymen. In the Revolution, though 
Tery young, he was a Sergeant; and, having 
little oi' no. property^ be has been raised to the 
rank of a General, on account of his good con- 
diwt^ and ha is now acquiring wealth. 

Snth, After leaving General Hallos, I crossed 
the. Genesee River, and soon came to the In* 
diaii village^ Cuinawagas, where I called at 
Ane pr two dwellings, wishing to have some 
coBversalion with the inhabitants; but we were 
unable to make each other understand. 

In the course of the day I met with many 
Indians; and .came to Beamus^s Tavern in th^ 
evening^r The last 5 x>r 6 miles lay in a line . 
thrQUgh, the thick forest ; the roads^ in many 
pap:t8 where the ground is soft, being formed of 
the^ straight trunks of trees, laid dose ito each 
other across the nmd, and then covered with 
ea^tfa or>gravd; bnt in some parts the latter ^ 
is neglected, and the. path lies over the bare r 
timber. 

> < •• - 

At the last mentioned inn, I met with what 
I bad often heard of, but seldonl, if ever seen^ 
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a professed atheist^ \^ho openly advocated his 
opinions. To all appearance he ^as sober; 
yet, hisarguttiehts were extremely weak ; in- 
deed the poor man seemed to be labouring 
under great mentd darkness; Although to 
was a season ttf the year ifl whfch tlrander and 
lightning are not common ; yetj it was very re- 
markable, that during the time the atheist was 
delivering his opinions, Hie' thunder rolled over 
imr heads* in an awM manner, accompanied 
with vivid flu&ft:es of lightning; ^nd, as we 
were stirrdund^d with an almost boundless 
forest, k most solemn effect was producied. 
This, however, he seemed not to regard. I 
veas not disposed to think uncharitably of any 
ctre, on account of his' opinions respecting te- 
ilgion ; yet I cdufesi^ I Was not a. little per- 
plexed, in my endeavoursr to make dut tAat 
could be' this mau^s motives, fdf propagating 
his cold and comfortless doctrittes ;' ueitherWas 
t able to devise any coimtnon ground bf action, 
tmless tt were a desire to gaiifi celebrity, eten 
through absurdity. 1 um aware that it is not 
in any man^s power to command his religious 
4>pinions ; yet a great deal depends on our Cul- 
tivating, or rejecting, such a6 orier theihi^dyes 
tio our notice. - - 
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In considering the character <rf this/poor 
atheist, who^ I am told, is a man of good moral 
conduct, I am ready to think that some have 
' sufTer^d loss, under the apprehension that it is 
of IHtle consequence what our .religious opi- 
nions are, provided a good moral conduct is 
observed ; us if religion and morality were the 
same thing, -But, ala^! no^twiUrttartding a 
truly religious character, will -ever be found 
a character of clean moral comiuct ; . yet,- as in 
<he case of this deladed individual, some moral 
characters may be found, who can evendeiiy 
1ihe<}oidcwlio made them, afnd thus simt up the 
fountain of every meatai cojasoldtioa ; yea, evtn 
#f hope itself. 

^Sth. :I pa^ed through Batavia ; and, .near 
'fliis place, met an Indian with liis dog, drrvrng 
a flock of sheep ^before 'him, of about 80 or 40 
-tn nuitiher. In the eottrse of tli^ iday, I met 
^vered -hailting parties of Indians, laad'xjaaie 
tO'VftHdeTcmter^s'tavera in the evening; whl^h 
I 'Spent with ^vne of tiie IfoUaojudOm^pany's 
surveyors. He and his companions had 'be«n 
occupied in the woods, more than three 
monOis, and had ii«t, in all :timt tnne, «'lept 
tn a bvuse or onca-rbed. :He !was a yotiag 

H 
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man. of stability, very agreeable, and well 
informed. 

The tract of land they were surveying, was 
purchased by some persoiis in Holland, and 
is therefore called the HoUand-land-Purchase. 
It consists of 3,500,000 acres, for wrhich they 
paid at the rate of l|d. per acre. The prin- 
cipal proprietor is Schimmelpennick. This 
land they are now selling from Qs. to 27s. per 
acre, but. purchasers may be accommodated 
wi^i the money remaining at interest, pro- 
Tided they settle upon the purchase, and m.- 
prove the land* 

By the surveyor's books, I observed that 
, they measured out the tract into divisions and 
ranges, which are numbered ; a square of aba^t 
10 miles making a township ; and these town- 
ships being subdivided into lots for faraW' 
The maps describe every stream ftnd mOuniain, 
the quality of the land in each division^ anil 
. the timber upon it, in a very iieat and accurate 
style. 

y 

This surveyor, by living so much in the 
woods, had acquired a good deal of the Indian 
air in his dress, wearing leggins and moe- 
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casond, as is th^ manner of the Indians, ivith 
whose company he was sometimes obliged t<i 
be coittented. . 

29f A. I passed over a large extent of countryj 
of a very unusual appearance in America. It 
consisted of what are called prairies, or pas- 
tures. These are large tracts of land, some 
miles over, where the trees have all been le- 
velled with the ground, by some violent wind 
or hurricane ; and which the Indians, by occa- 
sioncJly setting fire to the dry grass, &c. have 
kept clear for the greater convcniency of hunt- 
ing ; and also for planting and grazing. The 
large trees thus blown down, drag up with 
their roots considerable quantities of earth, each 
of which, as the tree decays away, leaves a little 
mound, with ai cavity on that side of it where 
the earth was torn up. This rugged appear- 
ance of tlie earth, througli the whole extent of 
these pndries, is a convincing proof of the man- 
ner in which the ground has been cleared. 

In riding along these pastures, I met several 
parties of Indians, who, from the quantity of 
their baggage, seemed to be pretty wealthy, 
having several loaded horses^ Thus far, I 
have not met with the least rudeness or im- 

112 
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proper behaviour firom <h68e people ; Ifaougb 
1 have several times parsed individuals, as 
well as large companies' of them, ^en Itha^s 
been without a companion, and might have 
been on easy pnsy* 



> ., •• - "* 
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Buffalo Town—Fenning^s Tavemr-Falh of Niagara-^ 

Muck Creek— Port' Erie-— Batavia ■—f^andeventer' i^ 

hun^Gunser's Tavepn^Lake Seneca^-Tiogn Point^-^ 

iSliriige^gT^fDtTn^Emm^9-^Muney---CanmMsay->^ 

MQ0rlf^ Cfeek-^MfMm Cre^kr^BiAhlei^m^Fai^, 
moi^hyJiferion* 



yeatordby, a few ihilesr from BiifialQ Cr^ek, ; I 
tiumght I cbutt veiry distinctly he^r fee noise 
•£ the FaU& q£ Kiagora^ ,al1jb4ugli Oen aboi4 
%l:ii«ite £»aiE. that stupenctous cataraet: The 
distance at which the people in these parts say 
die Palls may be heard, when the wind and^ 
'f^f q^iWVrwJij eit^uwwtanceiJ are fevoimble, 
M almost; ifii^redibljB. I met with a reputable 
Mfcing ijawer^ diiTinff; a team of four fine 

ffa:^ty. Qf a, man speaking ifce tmith, &at he 
8ftWe1fa»^. heftrd ftem very plainly at tu^ re- 
»de«e> 40 mil^< dibtguit from Aem; when. 
^ wiad tw» fiavimtable> or Ihe air calm m^ 
^i«niB:. 

* 

^I'Mt Bight t came-to Gfow's tevern, ik^ 
"Bffida Town, on BufliJo Creek, just upon i^ 

H3 



IM TRATSLS h{ 

•» 

outlet into Lake Erie. Crow, the keeper of fiiis 
ioD, told me, that in cahif weather, or ivhen the 
wind suited, the noise of the Falls was .ge- 
oerally heard in Bufialo ; which is a disteoiGe 
of 20 miles from them. In thra place is com- 
monly a number of IndiaBS^ manyof them being 
settled in the neighboftriiood, some of whom 
arc accounted clever farmers.' I saw 6ne of 
these, of the name of iiittte BiHy, a chief, ac- 
comipanied by liis si}aa, gi>iiig*mto a ilierdlialit's 
warehouj^e,' with whom they did businesB^ and 
I was told, that this Indian rs&ied more faors^ 
nnd horned eatde, than any other &'rmer in the 
neighbourhood ; and had^ by Ms businem^' ac- 
quired considerable property. 

. 90th. I crossed the Rapids, about- fliree 
jniles below Lake !Erie: These Rafpids are -a 
.very considerable River, being ilt Ihia ptaee 
Dearly one mile oVer, and cdav^y&ig a vaiit 9eBj 
.of water, which passes in its co^r^ fihotti LdS|» 
Erie to Lake Ontario. I bbseirVed,^as I'^rode 
along, a number of larg^ fishes that w^re tiitown 
.on sliore ; and saw msmy liavens lioveriag 
about and devouring them. In travelling iqu)E 
the banks of the Rapids, for many miles, the 
roaring of the Falls is heard, rds^mblihg dis- 
tant thunder. • - .' • *• . . * ^ . ..^ 
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' Being in Upper Ceinada, whieh is. under oui? 
own government, it felt to me something like 
being in England, and occasioned a pleasing 
sensation. H^e I observed a number of good 
farm-houses \ the pastures and the wheat lookc(J^ 
remaritably fresh and green, and a large fine 
herd of. cattle were grazing in the fields. In 
conversation^ I found that many of the inha- 
bitants are of German or French descent In 
the afternoon, I came to Fenning^s tavern^ at 
Cbippaway, a town on t)ie Creek of that name. 
Here is a block-house fortification^ at which, 
an English garrison is stationed. From tl^e. 
windows. of this tavern, clouds of mist are seen 
rising from the Falls ; and the noise of them is 
so loud, that a person seems to be close upon 
them, although they are nearly three mil^s dis- 
tant. I was informed by several ofFetiningy 
family, that the concussion occasioned by the. 
descent of so large a body of water, is such, 
■tliat in 9k still summer's eyening, a constant 
kemor of the earth is perceptible; and the^ 
loose glass in the windows is so shaken,, as to 
:produce considerable noise* 

HthMa^thj lit. I lodged last night at Fen^ 
lung's tavern^ where I had as good accomm.o- 
djition as could be desired. In this UsqUv I 

H4 
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met- wiA a young man^ who had his. sdocatBOB 
in our society, and- is- a commissioner or sur- 
^v^yor under the Bn^i^ gbveraunent, for the 
disposal of lands to n&w^ seitiers. Tliis young, 
tlhan kindly ofl^red me his cQinpany and assist- 
ance, in Tisiting the eusiosities o£ this neigh-* 
hourhood. However, it being, finst. day, and 
there being no meeting near, i^pnefercedspend- 
ing the forenoon alone, Therefore,iminfidiaiely 
after breakfast, 1 walked down, to the FaUs by 
myself; the tremendous nmse, ^vi^h the vohnxies.^ 
of spray and mist arising from ib&ni^ being a 
anifficient guide tb the spot« The fisst View ^ 
this woaderfnl: cataract^ is feom. the principal 
road, which, though' not the racist, complete,, 
is perhaps- as beautiftil as any ; but1imug.fron? 
a situation whieh is» level with, the rmexi abov^ 
the Falls, -a considenihle pact of the oat^raciis. 
bid fpcmr the eye; 

After taking" a cii>cuit of about, a mile^ &e^ 
path leads down a steep preeipiee, whieh is 
descended- wkh eonsidevabls difficult]^ and not: 
without the aid of a kxig laddec,^ phieed tl^re 
.by a neighbouring planter, as well for his owa 
Conveniency, as for (Jiat df stra^gcsaJ Imme- 
diately below tBe cataract, the- river i&eanfiB^dt 
between two steep^ iiock» thai igaok a. 4e^ 
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n^aUey, through ^vdiich the waters flew^ 
m their course towards Lake Ontario. This 
T^tte;. is • t^nrnnaied by a perpendicular rock 
^f dd yards in h^gbt^ which runa across^ fooon* 
^S an angle p«int0^ up iftie rii^ev^ orer whicH^ 
^s vast b#4y of wftterpceei^itatet itdelf wttil' 
qetftakhiag rapidity,, aA4 with a imse so tre- 
miGin^^ms, thatitcai^^searcelybedeseribed. O^,-' 
tito. top of the rock is a small island, which 
d^vide>4he ca^taract into twaparts^ and in suchk^ 
fl Hwnnnri that the greater* part ol the water 
jgpiis oyer the rock& ai; the ei^treaie bead of the 
¥all^, and the rest on oiie side of it. AUiLtle 
s^ove, of^Pffstte C^ippaway;^ it|e. riTj^r is twa*» 
mBes over ; ' but directly above the Falls it>: 
narrows ta about a mile in breadth. . 

I. was informed by J. Efifcot and his brothepp. 
at whose house I lodged, that they had twice 
measured the^ FaUS) and found, them, te be 158 
feet.ia (height, and about 1800 yards in i;\idth, 
from the opposite edges of the river *. I was told 
by tlie ferryman^, that^about 16 miles above the 
Ealk, theriveitrwasaearly: one mile in ^ width, 
and thaty inth^ ariddle, it was- 40 feet in> 



«^T^M tocUrieslmtIt Fiilbavdtlie latefKeHig^Maiid, trkidi« 
f»aboat 4Sa|ai4r«vcrtf 
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depth ; and, in common, the stream tkn at^Ofe 
rate of six miles in the boar. If this is really 
the case, and I have no cause to doubt it, the 
quantity of water passing over the Falls, and 
continually sttspeniled between the top and 
bottom, may be more than 400,0M tons. If 
the additional weight aod velocity^ gained by a 
fell of 15S feet, be added, the weight of ^ese 
prodigious columns of water would exceed threer 
millions of tons. Such an enormous absolute 
gravity falliilg at once into the gnlf belc^w, 
flaay bring the accounts' of tiie Falls being- 
heard, under favourable circumstances, at the 
distance of 40 or 5Q miles, witMn the limits of 
oredil»lity*. 

Having reached the bottom of the precipfcey 
imd approached as near to the cataract as I 



• Anowsmkb, iabis map of the United States, aays^ ** this 
cobimo of water is supposed to defend into the chasm aboat 
65feet^" He also observes, *^ It is said b^' those who have vi- 
sited this stupendous cataract, that the descent into the chasm is 
rtrj difficulty becaaie of the great height eS the banks. A ge»> 
spn haying descended » however, nay go to the bottom of Uie- 
F4d!s, and taJw shelter behind the tonrent, between Uie tailing 
water and the precipice ; where there is a space sufficient to 
contain a number of persons,'?!! peif^tt safety ; and where con?^ 
sanation ma^ be held withpiit inlerruption Uniim the saiaev 
^blcb is less than at a considerable distan^f^'^-^BiiixttU 
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^fiuidy with apparent mifety^ I sat down, and 
i|pent aboiU two howrs in contemplating this 
^onidiiBgp natural curiosity, which is said to 
tie. the greatest cataract in the world. The. 
ti^m^idpus roar arising from the Falls, added 
iiP the awful sublimity of the spectacle of such 
"an uncooEunon body of water rushing headlong 
from the rock, with the beautiful surrounding 
perspective, altogetiier form a scene which it»is 
impossihle ta describe. As tlie morning was 
.bright aod.clear, a beautiful rainbow was con- 
t^antly observable in the clouds of mist and 
spray, thai are, continually rising from the 
water :belpw. Here Lbeldmy^ forenoon meet^ 
ing, and though no words were uttered, it 
could S4;arcely be called a silent n^eting ; the 
objects before me loudly prodatming, the'power 
^nd majesty of the Great First Cause andk 
Creator of all things.. , 

• « 

In the afternoon, I was invited^by the CQiki**- 
manding offiper of the £ngliidi garrison^ ia 
drink tea with him ^bA his wife and famiily^ 
in the fimrt. I accepted his inritation,' and 
spent the evening with them very pleasantly^ 
This officer, wh/9se name is TaUantr.had sjpent 
some time in- Sheffield, a few years back, and 
had jnanied bis wife MJLiTei^ool; she is ao. 



frgreeslBTeymm^ivomatts oinA j^U cfe cqaa ia to il 
inriiii some friends of LiTorpooL Tliey had » 
fine child wiih them> and? up<m< Hie whok^ 
fieemed' happier thaa- could be expected itt sucb 
a situatkm. They bebavedr wiA great hiiid»es» 
tb me^ and it appeared a gratHieatioii^ to theizH 
io entertaim an ED^lishmaE. 

.^el. This fereooiooli I paid ajloihef Tistt tsi 
the FaHSy and it being a daik cloudy d^y, Ham* 
whole' view had a mo^e gloooay and eolemo:: 
aspect Tbete beiAg none of the glare, and 
glitter of the sunshine, theeyiof^coiiM itetstoadily 
upoa it ; and, haTing a^ pemcil and p^er iritk 
meyl took a sketch of the Meae. 

In the etening, I came to a firiendfoof Kack- 
Creek BMeting. Hia^hoiise ia pleaaastly akuate 
on the banks of Lake Erie ; and his ^stablUi^ - 
inent presents an agreeable specimen of a Back. 
Wood fiunily. lu the room where w^ breaks 
Jilted, W9& a hioia for tleareing ;. in anotfie» 
^arlment wees spinnisgL iriieehi^ 9^ soose q£ 
1^ girls acti^iefy plattfaig straw,, and maldng ik 
into hat» and boiUMtb f«» the finntty. in ad»- 
dition to ow te^ and toaisty wo had eaEcett^ 
broBed flA taken iftthe Ldtae^ wberodMyceaflttja 
^^roottxe great 9Huititii^^ ^es^pttiOBs^imBft; 



tia-0mctKistaiicM^ tfiaty in tbeir owBr familjr^ 
4key ha4 Hie raeaHS of ptaewBiaig:mtBirly all thift 
secesseacksr andb eveaxiatty' of the htxviiies of^ 
life. It was v.Tery bea«itilu} sigb^, te see ten 
fiae ocdiBEfy iriiilireBr nHuigi i^«ted 4be taiU^. 
widi tkebr ffttiot^.aiui mo^iusr, vfkm vm^ stiii mi 
Ifcte piune of fife^ aoid Uxing mdependentlf: of 
Ae uBCertahities of cononeiceL Tbe eldest 
daughter afpieaaredi toi. be about led yeais olii;^ 
Olae (rf 1^ soti% iiffa9 was but a boy^. entev^^ 
tsJAed me with an aeeoiBBt oS his ha^iog laleTji; 
ktilledi ft boac,^ as.k was iir piusiiitQf hisiajliieis^i^ 
)hog*d. 

• 

The SBgMi: ^ovevniBeBl^ la ocder to> einf 
€(Hirftg« the settkmftniof Upper.Canada^ gmiit 
«»Bew getlkrs^ SMisoeat of ko»i far heaifeoi 
feBuIie^ aiid5^acwsiaddsluinBLfor eaich. ch^;^ 
x^seFvmg t^' Hie evowii: tfie mmenal^ and tiie^ 
wlute pines^ Some little expense aAteHiis Aer 
graniter ifr tlho fees- of office, though hut tsiiiiig;: 
alld ft^ii t&iie» ainoitiit to a^ "vovy'SaaaU 9wm 
per annum ftr eaeh^ilM steusB* f 

ad. I kH Bkok ClBeek ; and. tiMr nmming' 
b«ing eteav and ciatay^ ili# stoDei^ avowd^was^. 
loantiM. Aftfer riding. alioift>teB Ewle^oii tli^ - 
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I got some refreshment at the inn, and 
eeeding a little further^ I got into the ferry- 
boat, in c<mipany witii an old dninken Indian^ 
and his squa. These poor creatures I had 
seen the morning before, atlbe inn, endeayour- 
ing to persuade Fenaing, the landlord, to ex- 
change spirituous liquors lor a piece of printed 
calico, which the Indian had received as a 
present from the agent of ^ the British GoTcrn- 
ment in Canada. I was glad to obsenre. that 
Fenning bad the uprightness to refuse taking 
advantage of this poor, creature, which he onght 
easily have done, as the Indian was then .in a 
state of intoxication, and scarcely aUe to utter 
any tiling but ^^ Whisbo," the- name tie gave 
to spirits. I was told in. Canada, that many 
thousand pounds per annum ate expended itt 
presents to the Indians, in order to insi/ure their 
friendship in time ox war ; and that the greateK 
part of these presents aire exchanged for spi- 
rituous liquors, which they use to gr^at excess, 
many times to the losa of their lives^ and ak* 
ways at the expense- of their health. 

' After crwising the.Rapids, I parsed throvqgk 
the Prairies, or large open plains, olveady^i^ 
dcrihed.: In tibe evening, I slept'at an iiln kept 
]ly a person called,. Ssfukp uimQt^^ 'Kimik 
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Ae title ghren to all justices of the peace, and 
|Dy.laiiill<M^ .1^8 one, and a mitter also, it 
seemed to me a little strange, that men in such 
low stations should be appointed magistrates. 
Oa Boaking a Temark to rthis efibct, they also 
thought jtiviery strange, that we^ould measure 
people's understanding by Hieir wealth. 

4ih* I traTdied this day mostly through- the 
IKOods,' and met with s^ittie Indian hunters, who 
bduiTed (Hith civility. On one large tree I 
saw lA I»dian painting, that bad been recently 
done^' iThe figureft w«iie, Indians, bows and 
gxtofVf^f alid ,deer witit arrows: piereed through 
the.neiGkl .The eolonvsi wsere chiefly black and^' 
•xed, upon the white grcniud'of the tree where 
the bark was taken off. In passing through? 
these woods, I aaw di^rers very fine and lofty 
piaiaa^ aome ef tbem were M or 14 feet in cir- 
cnrnf^ence^ and-, I mippose, not less'than 17^ 
leet in heigiit. I saw. msny which had been 
blowa down^ and^ in their fall, had, with their 
roots, torn Up mounds of earth of considerable 
height. At night I came to Batayia, and took 
^9 my q^Klevs at ttM^j house of Josq>h Ellieot 
luniL his 'brother,, where I was kindly and ge^ 
lierou9^ ent^aiiied. We had part of a fine 
iMiAcl^ of iswrnxa fy» wpper|. iMch th^y toldli 



179^ TiAinu;^- i«r. ' 

|Mer Ik Qnd "vrbkb wa(» the reguhtr som. paid fosr 
the best pafts-o£ the Sutteei deer... 

» * 

In the oenfipe of .arga^raom^ «r:^viiMik I' 
tlept, wM &Ked: one of tbeBSMt JKenniilul lOidoii-^ 
riotts clafds» 1 JiQiYe owitseeiiu : UamiiaiiA tfacL^snn 
of an elegant mahogany piUar^ o&^the capttal- 
fl yvhiah. were' fetti^fttees^. OiroiiecCtlieiA was- 
atf erKer.y^.8b<ff«iiig.'thes«H>tiiiB»e£4lift:eav& 
gls^iels i*ettQd the sftB. . .Qm9BoikB»d9gi%^^wt99. * 

]^aeedr agaitisl. anji-AaOK^crepeHlad thatvtona- 
ei^ery quftrter, . ilMtrMbeF^p^aimv was- — w td ta^ 
e&olti^. 0&4he fourth fitCDives^aDenittB^ii^, 
tbe glft^s^ tiie <^ario«0« vmtMamf qi tte rdeek* . 
The Tahie set«ipoitttbs»iit9MieQ»pnoe of nie*^ 

hiaet ^4»k el the ean^ a^vweKleis die :0Bgra;fiAg»> 
«ttd paintii^s^ about; it^ i and ftlea Ae • ner^e^ 
itfketetff, altiuKigh done ift a beantifiil and liMnk^ 
maA'-Iike mamicf, fatid; a& been eucuted hj^ 
men, aoae ei whone haA aegy ed ^ao apppc otice«> 
flhip to their veepiBoMTe Ikiea ef jmiaeas* i1b» . 
iMc^anienk waa executed by tfcs yittrii^<rrei. 



faimljr are' remarkable for ingpemuty^ and haver 
rendered essential services to this ceuntry, by; 
the improvements they have made in the ma« 
qhtnery of flour mills. One of th^r prc^^tors 
bad been clock-malusr to a Kittg'of Eagland^ 
and was considered a first-mte m/echanio in hisi 
day. Thus projpen^ities and talents sometimei^ 
run in famiMQSvfiiun.Qne,goner8iion.to.a9Qtl^ 

5ih. After br^akfiist^ my hospitable frieads^ 
ajiowed me iixto the land^oiSfie. of the UoUaiMi^ 
purchase, wfaece, every thing is' arranged inf 
groat order; and, several clerks. smd surwejors^ 
axe funployed. At one of the desks, I sasv this^ 
surveyor -whomu 1 had met with a im; day^ 
before, in Us IiuUaa habiliments, J wt come out^ 
df the woodsit iji. which he had heen^surveying^ 
Hewaanow transformed into a^smaift looking; 
derk, sa that I scarcely kjiew. hiuu In th^ 
forenaon I left Baiavia, and paaaed. several 
hunting partiea of Indians, , Yesterdaj^ whilsi 
breakfasting; at Yandeventer.'s,, I observed them 
sending out a boy to a neighbouring settlement 
of th^sae^ people, to buy Indian com^ ajni,, on 
iuq«irios the causey I waa told, that in: the. set-, 
t}ements« of the white, people tbeceabouts, tluei 
com hamest had generally feiied^ This not 
hiding beei^ tiie case i^fi^ the. Indiftagt thi9i< 
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-^hite people were therefore indebted to them 
for support that season. 

• The mistress of Vandeventer's tavern, vifiO 
ifi a sober, religious woman, informed me Ihat 
she sometimes employed the Indian females in 
ileedle work, at which some of them are ex- 
ceedingly clever. On my inquiring how it 
happened that they decreased in numbers so 
fest, she told me ^at she often had con venSation 
on this subject, with the females she employed; 
and, on close inquiry, they would frediy confess 
that they used various imnaturat means to pre* 
vent an ineriease. On the landlady pleading 
with them, And endeavouring* to' convince th'ein 
of the sinfulness of <l»ir practices, they wotdd 
sometimes reply, that it was impossible for them 
to carry about a child, and also the skins, &c. 
which their husbands procured in the woods ; 
and which they were always forced to eairy in 
the hunting season. ' Sndtt is the afieeting si- 
tuation of these poor Indian nM>tbers. t- 

^ In the afl^emoon I came to Captain Cbni^er'f 
Cavern, in approaching which, I observed^ a 
young Indian female, who was standing not 
ftir from the road j apparieiitly futt of trouble. 
On coltdng near the house, I heard a^oitie 
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^ry much Hce the growling of a wild beast ; 
and on' looking into the hou^e, I saw a stout 
young Indian singing a kind of war song in 
ki^ own language. The master of the inn told 
toe that he was miich intoxicated, and hadheen 
beating his wife,' the female 1 had just seen. 
She had, notwithstanding, taken from him his 
tomahawk and scalping knife, and put them 
out of his way ; and I was informed, that it is 
the general practice of the Indian females, to 
take away these ini^truinents of death, when- 
eT^ there is any appearance of intoxication! 
Eyen the little girls are so instructed, that 
iritenever they see the men in the way of being 
intoxicated, they will slily take away the^ in- 
stranents and hide them until th^ drunken fit 
IS over. 

After leading this place, I passed by a settle- 
ment of white people, whoWere mostly Scotch 
Highlifflders. ^ Here'l heard a company of 
drunken Indians' isinging their war song ; and, 
passing on a few miles farther, I overtook a 
itowpBsty'of Indian women with their children. 
•Thewomen Vere disposed to talk with me,'but 
!' could 'not understand a word Ihey said, ex- 
cept 9C08y seoSy and too scoss ; the first of which 
I knew meant good, and the latt^,' not gooa« 



Not lon^ after-^ I panted vUb tibem t owie it 
Cannawag^asy an Iiidiaa vlUagay neair the €r&^ 
uesee river, which Icrossfidy.ajodin.thjs ev^nio^ 
came ta 0$war!s tayom, in Haj:t£ord9 wbyere l 
spent tlie eveuiixg. with tWQ ypujxg xnea, wh9» 
kad also been an.a visit, to thci FaUsiOf: Niaffi^r^ 

Qth.. This moriung I came to CtenaralHall^i 
inn to breakfast. Thia nej^ast consistedt oJ^ te^ 
and toast, and. broiled iiemspn. In tiju^.a^eninf 
I came to Canandaqna and lodj^^dat.Xaylor> 
hotel. 

Ith^ This mor^ingA ^^ i arose,. I^ sa^. oMf 
t^dianS)^ bpth. men jaiuL women, ^ coo^ing^ inta 
ibe town on buBines^. with jtibie ifJEK^Prk^^^^^W i 
and, when about mounting my horse, \.f^w 9 
beautifol salmon trout, borne by two men upon 
a pole, whiph wa3 f ut tbcoij^ .tba mpuiki^and 
gills ^ the fisb^ I tboughtr it could iwt l^e les» 
than 4 Qr 5 feet lojr^ fu», its? tall ti»U€Kl ap<|f 
the ground whea thu& earned. > 

In the aftornaon I passed A^ug^ G^^nevjE^. 
and dined these, at Pawel^a h^pt^l. l|a^ tb» 
evening, I r«de ahoi^ 9 mUfS'Wfth^ y^^Oflks ^ 
Lake. Seneca; aad lodged- sd Captain K^ight't' 
tuvesPj. a.beaMiiUhd actuation oa the baDki^o£ tbr 
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laklb^ The landldrd iitformed ure that he had 
*een a Img timfe m tlie service ofDaniel Ofley, 
ta firiena df Philadelphia, of whom he spake 
^ith respect. 

Sth. This day I travelled aloftg tlie tank of 
Ijake Seneca, jon which are .mapy pleasing 
prospects. ][ had, through the day, the com.- 
^any of a young man, a son of the postmaster 
at Newtown ; and, in the evening we came to 
'Ely's tavern, in Hectpr township. One son of 
our landlord was called Hector, being the first 
white boy who was tK)rn in the township, after 
Its settlement; he appeared to be about 12 
years old. This part abounds with deer and! 
T)lack squirrels, of which sort of provisions they 
nad plenty in the liouse ; and we had some for 
supper, ^hfi squirrels were very fat, much 
more so than I could have expected. 

feffe. We left Ely^stavem early, and. passed- 
ihrough a romantic country, where we had a 
Tiew<?f one of the prettiest water falls I haS 
ever seen. It descendecl) >s ty ate easy flightr 
of steps, ^own the declivity of a mtountain, at 
the foot of which is Lake Seneca. I was'toTdV 
tth^tfl^oth^e white -inhaJ^taBte-ajudt)^^^^^' 
ftcgjceat mmg dMr> by }iu»tii£ tbi^?a-dowii into 
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the Lake, on. which they continue to pursue 
them in a boat or canoe. The pursuers soon 
overtake the deer, throw a halter over the horns^ 
and dragging it to the side of the vessel, tak^e 
the life of the poor animal with a large knife, 
and then drag it on shore. 

About noon we reached Catherines, a village 
at the end of Lake Seneca; at this village 
there is a wharf, and some business is carried 
on in vessels of about 50 tons burden. After 
taking some refreshment, we passed on thrang^ 
Catherine's Swamp, a deep narrow valley Tvidi 
mountains on each hand, covered with lofty 
trees. Here, as the evening approached, tlia 
valley resounded with the hbwling of wolves'; 
the sound very much resembling the noise of a 
number of large dogs, howling as they some- 
times do in the night, or on hearing the sound 
of the horn. My companion, by way of encou- 
ragement, informed me that he had never heprd 
of an instance of either a wolf or a bear at- 
tacking a man, except in case of themselves .or 
tlieir young being first wounded ; and, from 
what 1 can learn, I believe his statement fo l>e 
correct. . ' . 

This evening we came to Itf ewtown, and had 
good accommodMions at EUlis'g t|i^«m, where 
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I spent some time wit a person of the name 
of Goldbride, who informed me that he was the 
first person who had attempted the navigation 
of the Shoumonge into the Susquehanna^ and 
so down to Baltimore and the Chesapeak Bay. 
In this first attempt^ he sustained considerable 
loss, and several of the boatmen were drowned ; 
but, fi-om the improvements made in the navi- 
gation of this river, considerable business is 
BOW done upon it. 

lOfA. I left Newtown, and travelling along 
a thinly peopled country, came to a small inn 
kept by one Esquire Wincope, where I got 
some refreshment. The innkeeper was not only 
a justice of the peace, but also a watchmaker. 
'Having broken the glass of my watch, he put a 
bmss cap over the face, as none of his glasses 
would suit He appeared to be a very inge- 
nious artist ; and, as a magistrate, possessed a 
good share of useful knowledge. I perceived 
an edition of Burn's Justice on the shelf, with 
his watch*making tools, and therefore I sup])ose 
he administered justice according to law. To- 
wards evening I came to Tioga Point, where 
is the junction of the Shoumonge with the Sus- 
quehanna ; and the next day, after travellinjg 
along the bank of the Susquehanna, and pass- 
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irtg by Sugar Creek, I came to ©otherly's 
tacvem in the evening, on the banks of Tawandy 
Creek. Here i supped, and ilie next morning 
-breakfasted <ni wild renison. 

12ffc. This morning I left l>othf riy's, and 
rode many miles through the woods, withoat 
seeing one habitation, ot meeting with one in- 
flividual. The land in general is of good 
quality ; and the forest trees are mostly beech, 
hiccory, oak, a species of pine, called hemloc^ 
•mnd the sugar maple. From the last, consider* 
able quantities of sugar are made ; and I saw 
several sugar camps, fenced in, where the sap 
is collected in small wooden troughs, about two 
Teet long, coarsely made with the hatchet, and 
capable of containing one or two gallons each. 
One of these troughs is placed at the foot of 
each tree, and above it a hole is pierced, with 
an inch and a half auger. In tlie hole is fixed 
a spout, about one foot long, made of the elder 
tree, with the pith taken out. . As the sap is 
collected, it is carried to the boilers, whicii are 
fixed in the camp. Some farmers not only col- 
lect sufficient sugar and treacle for their own 
' use, l)ut have several hundred pounds weight 
to dispose of to'-flife grocers. Aft^ travelling 
aibout 12 miles, I eame to a habitation called 
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Eldridge^s tavern. The situation of this inn 
was very solitary and romantic, in the midst of 
a very extensive forest. The mistress of tlie ' 
bouse told me that her husband and she had 
lately emigrated from London, where they had 
carried on business in Longacre, more than 
14 years. 

In the course of this day I arrived at the 
residence of my relation at Elkland's. The 
situation which he has chosen is very solitary ; 
bis nearest neighbour being about oHe mile 
off; but there are' several at about that dis- 
tance ; and some of them being of our society, 
they have united and built a meeting-house 
near them. 

ISth. I spent this afternoon in a friend^s 
family, who were busily employed in making 
maple sugar. He has an agreeable wife, and 
a group of fine children, who have plenty of 
employment in clearing and cultivating his 
plantation in tliis wilderness, which, however, 
appears to be an excellent soil ; and the si- 
tuation being dry and healthy, on a rising 
ground, there is every probability that at some 
future day, this may become a property of great 

Value. 

I 
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nth. This day I visited a young man, who, 
ivitli his wife and one fine child, had but lately 
come into this country, and had cleared only a 
very few acres, but which appeared to be well 
managed^ and very productive. He had just 
nailed xy).the skin of a large bear, against the 
side of his house. He had shot the beast, 
whUst in the act of seizing one of his ho^, 
having beended to ihe scene ^of action by the 
shrieks of the poor animal, while under the rude 
embraces of the bear. By his attention, the 
.tables were quitkly turned in favour of the hog, 
which was rescued, and was in a fair way of 
jrecovering from its wounds. 

150i. 1 attended Elkland^s meeting. Du- 
ring tlie sitting of it, li company of hunters 
c^me in, and, leaving their riffe guns at the 
door, behaved in a becoming manner until the 
meeting broke up. 

. JQth. I spent this day at my relation's. In 
the course of it I saw two of his men cut down 
a hemloc tree, which is a species of pine. This 
tree was 4 yards in circumference, and 50 yards 
in length ; yet it was of but little value here* 
'The timber which most abounds on this farm 
is the sugar maple, the beech, the locust^ and 
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tbe oak. This day I saw a family from near 
Derby, in England, of the name of Lambert, 
who, 1 understood, were likely to do well. 

, 17th. 1 rode from Blkland's to Munoy, 
across the Allegany Mountains, in company 
with Jesse Haines and one of his neighbours. 
When near the top of the Allegany Moantains, 
we passed the company of hunters who had at** 
tended the meeting at Elklands. Tbe prin- 
CHpal objects of their pursuit were deer, akhoiigh 
they had no objection to meeting with a bear 
or a wolf. In passing down the Allegany 
Mountains, we came near the house of a man 
of the name of Webster, who liad killed 36 

bears the last season^ 

f 

In the evening w^ came to Muncy, %yhere I 
took up my lodgings at a very hospitable 
friend's. This being the evening preceding 
the monthly meeting, upwards of 20 friends 
Ibdged at his house; and, as far as I could 
judge, were both liberally and comfortably en- 
tertained. I was told by a neighbour, that it 
was not very uncommon for as many as 30 
strangers to dismount at the door of this friend'if 
house, in the course of an evening, and. for 
themselves and horses to be all well accom* 

12 
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inodated. ^e has .a family of 8 or 10 childreil, 
apd his wife, who is an amiable woman, some- 
times appears in the ministry. 

19th. I spent this day at William Ellis's, 
who appeared to be much employed as an agent 
in the sale and purchase of lands in these 
parts ; and^ I -understand, he has by this means, 
acquired a large property. A sale of 100 acres 
of land was made while I was here. The estate 
sold for about 330i. sterling, with a tan-yard and 
some buildings and other improvements thereon. 
It was considered well worth tlie money ; al- 
t)iough 10 or 15 years ago, §0 L w ould have 
been thought a good price for the land ; it 
being 150 miles inland from Philadelphia.; but 
there are now many good houses and planta- 
tions scattered up and down in the neighbour^ 
hood; and tlie roads are generally in good 
order. 

2l8t This. morning I came about 12 mjles 
on my way on the banks of the Suscjuehanna, 
opposite to Catawessy, and breakfasted fit the 
house of a friend of the liame of YarnaL Ob^ 
•serving something very wild and singular in 
the countenance of an infant, which the friend's 
wife was nursing on her lap, I inquired if it. 
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was her own ; on which she informed me it was 

the child of an Indian, and that she had taken, 
charge of it. 

22c?. I camo to Roaring Creek, attended^ 
the meeting there^ and lodged at William 
Petlt's, having been kindly invited to.his house. 
A neighbour of his told us, that, sometime 
before, when, hunting deiRr with his dog and 
rifle gun, he was suddenly alarmed by a large- 
wolf ruuning by him.. On presenting his gun, 
he observed a considerable number following 
after as fast as. they could run, being in all 17 
large wolves. They all passed by without 
taking the' least notice of him ; however, he 
fired at the last of them, and killed him on the 
spot ; the rest pursuing tlieir rout without taking 
the least Notice of their fallen companion. 

In that neighbourhood many friends had 
sold their plantations, and had gone to reside 
ill Upper Canada, where they had each a grant 
of 2 or 300 acres froni the British Govern- 
ment,, without further expense than tlie fees of 
office, which are very small, as already noticed^ 

23(2. I came this day to Miller^s tavern^ 
where, in the evening, I observed a hunter exr 

I 3 
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ercisiDg himself at shootiBg at a msak, 
rifle gun. The mark at iivhich he shot, was a 
lighted candle. The accounts that are gi'ven 
of the expertness of these shooters, are almost 
incredible. Most of this day's journey nvras 
through a rough, stony coiintcy, very little of 
it being in a state of cultivation ; but the sides 
of the mountains, were mostly covered with the 
flowering laurel ; and the streams of the Ma- 
honoy were seen winding along the vallies. 
At the tavern where I dined, there was a huntar 
who, the landlord said, had shot one hundred 
deer that season^ 

24/A. I came on to a German tavern^ about 
6 miles from Hamburg. At this house I found 
;hut one person who could speak English,, aned 
he being out when I rose in the morning, I w;^ 
unable to make the faoiily understand what I 
said to them. 

Q5th. I came this day to Thomas LigbtffpfQt^s 
at Maiden Creek. Afterwards, at the house 
where I lodged, I met with a venerable looking- 
man, whose- countenance was almost lost ia a 
large bushy beard, which extended a consider- 
able way down his breast. On conversing with 
him^ it appeared he was of the religious socie|^ 
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e'alled Dunkers. I inquired of him the reason 
why the men of that society were so tenadoiis 
of their beards, and expected to have heard 
some motiTe assigned that had at lea^t the ap- 
pearance of weight; but in this I wsts dis- 
appointed ; for he either could not, or would 
not assign* any other Ihan this : " That as they 
believed the practice of shaving originated 
from a desire in the men to make themselves 
agreeable to the women, it was unbecoming the 
gravity of a religious character to act from sudh. 
motives.'* 

Q^th. r came^tiiis dky to Bethlehem, a tb wn • 
• inhabited almost entirely by Moravians. They 
have here a well* conducted boarding-school 
for girls,, where children of all J[)er;ua8imi9- 
lure taught every branch of learning that is 
. dewi(0d~liece8sary for females; and, for this 
purpose, the best mastery and mistresses-^ arc 
procured from different parts of Europe and 
America. , 

The inn is large and conunodious, and qon* 
ducted with a good deal of order and regularity ; 
and is not inferior to some of the principal inns 
in England. Soon after I alighted, I was in- 
^tedby a respectable old man to look over the 

L4. 
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schools ihat eyening'. I was glad of the ofier,. 
as I had an opportunity of seeing.nearly 100 of 
the girls collected, and of bearing mdst of theai 
repeat a number of short pieces in yerse and 
prose. 

27th. I remained at Bethlehem, and this 
itborning/was again kindly invited, by tiie per* 
son who was my conductor last etenkig, to go 
over the diiTerent apartments in the school and 
establishment. I gladly accepted his offer, and 
was well pleased with the neatness 'knd order 
that prevailed throughout the whole. This 
town^ is pleasantly situate on the banks of the 
Lehigh, a braneh of the Delaware, which is na- 
Tigable down to Philadelphia. The town wds 
founded by Count Zinzendorff^ and a large 
-^ract of good land was purchased here by him, 
which is n^w Pf very great vahie. 

• * •. 

20f A. This afternoon I returned safe to Me- 
rion, having, in this excursion, travelled about 
a thousand miles. 



KX>%tH AMEItrGA. 193 



Chapter XL, 

Merion — Cruel murder of a black boy-^A fevf Una ad" 
dressed to the author* sfamify — Preservation of a ship's^ 
companyr^BaltUnore — Emigrants from Germanj^ andr 
Holland — Elkridge ^Company of slaves — fVashingr. 

. » 

ton — A faithful slave* 



l^th Monthi 3I«fy 1805. I; was employed in^ 
my commercial concerns in Philadelphia. In- 
^ssin^ along, the market^hoiise in this 'city, 
the variety of wild animal food exposed to sale 
was very striking ;. such as bear's flesh, opo- 
sums, racoons, squirrels, deer, badgers, or 
ground hogs, &e. &c. ; besides a great variety 
of wild fowls. . Many of the latter were of- 
beautiful plumage, but quite unkaowa to me* 

\ki. Monih, Isi, 1806. I^returHedto Merion^ 
and s]^ent the following day there. I thought. 
Hi remarkable, especially at. this season of the 
year, that, notwiths^nding. Ihere was. a good 
^eal of plate in <3oiistaiit use, in the house where. 
1 lodged, the doors Mrcre. never locked at night, 
nor even had any lodcd on them: the only 
fastening to the principal front door, was ar. 
Bail or. a pin put over the latoh ; and ev^ this^* 

15 
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precaution was not unfrequently omitted. From 
M'hat I could learn, it was generally the prac- 
tice, in this neighbourhood, to leave the doom 
unlocked, although the town stood upon .one ^ 
the mo9t public turnpike-roads in Ameripa, 
only about 7 miles from Philadelphia, a oity 
containing considerably more than one hundred 
thousand iahabitants.. 

3(2. I attended Merion preparative meetiit^^ 
where a discussion .of a rather singular nature 
idok place, by which it appeared, .that adjoining^ 
to friends^ burying-ground, there is anothec 
grave yard, set apart by fciends, for the use of 
people of other persuasions who incline to bury 
in it. For many years past, a number of the 
Bei^bouring families had availed themselves 
of tiie privilege; but pot satisfied with burying: 
only, they had taken down nearly the whole of 
the stones which composed the tvaH that s^a** 
Tated the two grave yards ; and had placed 
them at the head and feet of the graves^ by 
way of' tomb-stones^ and thus the two byr^ng^ 
groundft had nearly become one. Many fiiends.^ 
Qf the preparative meeting thought it necessary 
to build up the partition wall^ whilst othera 
were for haviug the remsuns of this wall en-^ 
tirely taken away. HoTvever; as it appeajDe^, 
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, jom^discussion^ that persons of other persuasions 
were in the practice of using certain cere- 
monies at their burials^ and of erecting tomb-^ 
stones, &c. it was at length concluded, that it 
would be right to rebuild the wall, in orde^ 
that tlie peculiar testimonies of friends, in these 
jrespeets, might be more clearly manifested $ 
mi the wall was • accordingly ordered to be 
rebuilt. 

5th. I attended 'Merionr meeting, and in th« 
sftemoon & note was handed me, containing an 
account of the number of families, &c. in thd 
iniddle monthly meeting of Philadelphia, as they, 
slood in the 1st Month, 1800, as^foUows :-^ 

Total numberof Membfers . •.•»... ^ l33Cr< . 

Families 280 • 

Male heads of Families 160^ 

9SknFrieDdS'2lyearsofag$tandup3iirard» 20Q' 

■ * 

' In the year 1806,' the time when the note way 
banded to me, the numbers in that monthly 
meeting were increased, and amounted to be-* 
tween three and four hundred families. 

; loth. In conversation this day, was related* 
<l)^iae au-affegting narrative .of a blackrbbv/' 
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who came under the observation 6f the narrator^s 
brother, and resided near his dwelling at Lewis- 
.Town, in the Delaware State. It happened 
that the master of thia peor lad had missed a 
piece of leather, and he charged the boy, who 
was his slave, with stealing it. The boyde^ 
nied the charge. However, as the master wai» 
enable to discover what was become of the 
leather, and looked upon the denial of the 
charge as a thing of course, he was very muck 
irritated, that he was unable to bring any proof 
against the lad. In order to extort bonfession^ 
the ndaster tied him up by the hands,- a consU 
derable height from the ground, and fixed a 
heavy piece of wood (a fence rail) to his feet. 
In this situation, he beat the poor boy in so un- 
merciful a manner,, that he died under the tor- 
ture thus cruelly, ijiflioted by his brutal master. 
Scarcely had the poor little innocent breathed 
his last, under these torments, before the master V 
son, smitten with remorse on being the occasion: 
of such dreadful cruelties^ confessed thatitwa» 
himself who had stplep the leather, for which; 
the poor little slave had just paid the forfeit of 
bis life. However void of the feeKng» of hu«* 
manity, it may well be supposed, that this hard- 
hearted master was not a little moTtiffcid.at 
having iTsmtonly put to death a rcillMtUe alarse ; 
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tilt, such was the protection which that State 
afforded these oppressed fellow-creatures, the 
master escaped punishment, as is commonfy 
the case oa occasions of murder. committed by 
the whites oh their black slaTcs.. 

12th, On a retrospect oi my travels in this^ 
continent, I could not avoid recalling, to mind 
the beauty and grandeur of the surrounding 
scenery, which I have so often admired ; whe- 
ther in looking down from the Allegany Moun- 
tains, upon vast • forests^ extending, on every 
hand, as far as the eye can reach ; or>. in wan- 
dering along the banks of those extensive V^es 
in tlie Genesee Country, and Upper Canada, 
in the midst of which, the stupendous cataract 
of Niagara stuns the ear. Equally impressive 
was the scene in sailing on those majestic 
rivers, the .Delaware, the Hudson, the Patow- 
mack, or the Susquehanna, whose ever-varying 
banks open prospects extrCftiely wild and beau- 
tifuL;- or, in traversing those almost boundless 
forests which still remain in an uiicultivated 
state, where I often beheld the native Indian 
families ramt^liag> in aeaarch . of game. In aU 
these changing ecenes, hiowever striking and 
impressive, the recollectioii of jny near con- 
nexions at borne was almost ever with me j and 
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the remembrance of these tender ties, induced^' 
short address to my wife and family, which led 
me to exhibit the effects of divine love in a few 
additional stanzas. Though they may have* 
little to recommend them, I insert the lines m^ 
this place : — 

Tha* far divided, ttill 1 feel thee near, 
And oft, on thee, remembrance loves to dwellv« 

As on a friend well tried, and doubly ^dear. 
Whose worth mj heart can belter feel than tell.^- 

Tbrc^' all thy conflicts, may the hand of power, 
Lead thee In safety on the devious way % - 

And watch around tbee» thro' each varying hou^^ 
Thy guard and guide unto thy latest day. 

Those tender plants, the pledges of our 16ve,% 
True to themselves, as to known duty true, . 

By thy example led, 1 may they prove, 
Thejoys of virtue; and^ier paths pnrsuq. < 

As oft, at early^dawii> or-eveniag's dose, 

These widely, waving woods, 1 pensive trac^. 

This tender wish within my bosom flows. 
In love unlfounded still by time or space. 

. Not this Atlantic's vast extended flood, 
Encircling many ao Isle in his embraces - 
Nor these wide forests that have ages stood;* . 
A shade and nbclter to an Indian race4 > 
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^ * Not all tbe deeps where ocean's waves combmei^ 
With evVy forest's broad extended space. 
More widely spread than does that loTedivioe, 
Which, as it flows, embraces every race. 

« . With its mild influence clothed, the mind can view 
AH human kind with one benignant eye ; 
TVhate*er their nation, or whatever their hue. 
For sufferings man the heart can heave a sigh. 

'Behold yon slave with wretchedness cast down» 

Torn froin his wife and children's weeping eye|. 
He toils unpitied in a land unknown, 

And eats his bitter bread with many a sigh* 

free and i^ntainted».from its. source sub Hme» 
Tbo' the pure current of the gospel flows ;■ 

Yet what avails it to this favoured clime. 
If man, obdurate stiU, no pity knowat 

Or what aralis it, tho' fair freedom rear, 

Her beauteous throne upon a fertile ]and» 

♦ 

If there ten thousands still the chain must wear> ' 
And, unregarded} lift the suppliant hand! 

ISth. I spent iiiis Jay at Philadelpbis^. In 
crossing the floating bridge at the upper ferry, 
I observed the people engaged in a singular 
kind of harvest, being employed in breaking up 
and taking away large quantities of ice, to lay 
up for summer use. Those who have never 
tisited ^arm cBmateSj can scarcely concneive 
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how pleasant the use of ice is, for various pur**- 
poses of the table, in the summer season. 

25fA. In crossing the Schuylkill, on the float- 
ing bridge, at the upper ferry, I passed a black, 
boy, apparently about 12 years of age. Round 
his neck an iron collar was locked, and from, 
each side of it an iron bow passed over his 
head. His dress was a light linsey jaeket and 
troivsers, without hat, shoes^ or stockings. > 
Soon after passing the bQy, whom I supposed 
to be a runaway slave, I met a person of ^hom 
L inquired the reason of the boy's ha^ng sa« 
much iton about him. The man replied that 
the boy was his, and was so often running, 
away, that he had used that method to preventi 
him. 

2^th. After having passed several days at- 
Merion, I went this day to Philadelphia, and: 
dined with an English acquaintance, who had' 
often kindly invited me to his hous6. He had 
been sent to this country by David Barclay, on 
business* He gave me ai^ account of a sin- 
gular preservation experienced by the ship's 
eompany in crossing the Atlantic^ when more 
than 500 miles from land. His narrative was* 
nearly as follows i*^Lyiiig awake early one 
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morning, he was alarmed by the people^s con- 
tinuing a long time at the pump. About five 
o'clock the Captain came down and informed 
him that the ship had sprung so considerable 
aJeak, that he was fearful the consequence 
would be serious, for the water gained fast 
upon them ; that in all probability, it would 
not>e many hours before the vessel would sink, 
and that there was no alternative but taking to 
the Itng-hoat. Preparations were accordingly 
m^Ae to leave the ship, by providing the few 
stores awd necessaries they were able to stow 
iu the boat While this was doing, the water 
^ificreas^d so rapidly, that, early in the forenoon, 
it filled the lower hold and began to make its 
appearance on the cabin floor. About noon, all 
"v^ere under the absolute necessity of leaving 
tite ship, from an expectation she would go 
down every moment. With this awful prospect 
before ^ ^lem, the sfaip^s company committed 
themselves to the waTes, with scarcely a ray of 
hope of ever reaching land. 

< < 

The afternoon was spent with heavy hearts, 
being every moment in danger of having their 
boat overset or filled i^^ith water. When the 
darkness of the night came on, it added to the 
horrors of tiheit situation. However, soon after 
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it was dark, about eight o^clock, the Captsoir 
stood up, and being stiff with long sitting in a 
confined posture, stretched himself out^ with 
his face towards that part of the horizon, where 
the moon was at that moment rising, and cast- 
ing a stream of light along the surface of the 
%Yaters. This afforded him an opportunity of 
discovering a vessel, which providentially, at 
that very time, w,as passing between themi and 
the moon just as she rose above the waves. 
The prospect of so unexpected a deUveraBCt, . 
gave such new strength to the poor sailora 
at the oars, that, in a short time they came' 
up with the ship, and were all takea safely oi^ 
hoard.. 

It is diflicult to* describe the feelings ofi>' 
grateful mind, on an occasion like this ; but 
from such an event, we may all drawthis usefiil 
lesson : not to be too much discouraged, eveii 
under the most adverse circumstances of life. 

2d Mouthy l8t Having left Merion two 
days since, I this* day crossed the Susquehanna 
to Charleston; and thence came to Bush. ( 
rested about an hou£ ^.t an inn, the landlord of 
which told me that he was a native of London^ 
and had received his education in Christ Chutdt 
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Hospital. On coming over to America, about 
60 years ago, he landed near the place where 
. Baltimore now stands ; but, at that time, the 
toTvn was not begun, although it now contains 
near 30,000 inhabitants, and is one of the best 
built towns I have seen. Indeed I do not know 
any in England superior to it in beauty. 

Sd. I attended the quarterly meeting at Bal^ 
timore, which was held in the new meeting- 
house, a very handsome brick building, about 
30 yards in length and proportionably broad. 
.It cost nearly 6000 L Tliis meeting-house is 
;go constructed^ that both men and women keep 
their seats when the meetings for worship elosQ, 
which are held previously to proceeding to 
their respective business. The partition which 
divides the house into two parts, is so con- 
structed, that it winds round a windlass witli 
flat sides. The pannels of the partition are 
joined to each other by hinges so proportioned, 
that they wrap round the windlass as truly 
and regularly as a piece of canvas ; and are 
so nicely managed, that in winding up or 
letting down, they make no more noise than ^ 
coinmon curtain. It is obvious that the first 
range of pannels at the top, next to the wind- 
lasHj mufit he the narrowest ] and that they must 
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gradually increase in breadth to the lowest 
range, otherwise they could not wrap regularly 
round tlie aije. The gradual decrease in the 
breaddi of the pannels has a very pretty effect, 
when the shutters are down ; and, contrary to 
my expectation, I did not observe that the 
meeting suffered any inconveniency from the 
voices pf . the women, in the other division of 
the house. 

ith. This day I visited a friend, hid wife,, 
and family, who, in company vrith several others, 
had lately emigrated from the neighbourhood 
of Pyrmont in Germany. Their object in 
coming to America, was, that they and their 
children might Have more of the company ^t 
friends. As the wages of the poor are very 
low in that part of Germany, not exceeding 3d.- 
or 4d. per day, and the necessaries of life are 
high in proportion, few labdurera fliere can 
afford to have any thing better than coarse rye 
or barley bread, sprinkled with a little salt, to» 
their tea or coffee ; and these JQermans, being 
a] • labouring people in low circumstances, found 
a great alteration in their situation every way,, 
and appeared very thankful for the change. 

5th. In the course of the day I visited a fa*, 
mily of friends, who had lately emigrated fromi 
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Amsterdam^ of the name of Poppeleim, and 
who had come to this country with the same 
views as the Germans just mentioned ; but, 
being men of property, were engaged in busi- 
ness. These friends having been eye witnesses 
of the ravages of war, which of late have so 
desolated some of the finest countries in Europe, 
often expressed their thankfulness in broken 
English, that they were permitted thus to sit 
down in a land, where peace and plenty so ge- 
nerally prevailed. One of the last mentioned 
feimily, of the name of Valentine, a man of a 
very delicate constitution, and who had suf- 
fered a great deal through bad health, and the 
almost constant state of alarm his country had 
been kept under for years past, by contending 
armies, used sometimes to say to his brothers : 
" How thankful ought we now to feel, for being 
thus placed amongst friends: we can sleep 
peacefully in our beds, and, rising in the 
Jnoming, we can pursue our business without 
interruption or alarm ; and can sit down in a 
land of plenty, eating our bread in quietness 
and peace." 

6tfc. In the afternoon I set out for Wash- 
ington city, and stopped this night at a friend's 
hou^enear Elkridgj^, who has a valuable estate, 
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and a large irell constructed flour-null. During 
the continuance of the war carried on by Great 
Britain^ in this country, he was tried with (be 
loss of all his property, and a long confinement 
in prison ; but his integrity and perseverance 
rose above all his difficulties ; and he is now 
placed in a. situation of life far above most of 
his persecutors. 

7th, I left my friend^s hospitable roof, and, 
in the evening, came to Bladensburg, where I 
had the company of a young surgeon to supper, 
of the name of John Bell, who had acomi* 
panied the American squadron in the late ex- 
pedition agsdnst the Dey of Tripoly, and was 
at the storming of the fort and town of Deane, 
on the coast of Africa. In hearing narratiyes 
of this kind, the mind is often lost in astonish* 
ment under the consideration that man, endowed 
with reason, can bring himself to believe there 
is any thing meritorious in thus exposing his 
life and limbs to destruction, and oftentinies 
when he is a total stranger to the causes of the 
4|uarrel which he has espoused. How lament- 
able is it that the noblest faculties of man should 
be debased, and the fundamental principles 
of the Christian religion trodden underfoot, 
through the indulgence of ferocious and warlike 
dUspositions ! 
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^th* In travelling this day, I passed by a 
company of black slaves, chained together, 
with a white man of a savage countenance, 
holding a large pistol in his hand, driving them 
before him. Behind was a cart, in which were 
some negro children, who had been torn from 
their parents by this member of civilized and 
polished society, who was now taking them 
down into Georgia, there to remain in abject, 
slavery for life. In viewing this painful scene 
as it passed before me, it was almost impossible 
to avoid noticing how different were the coun- 
tenances of the infant company in the cart, 
compared with that of their unfeeling conductor^ 
On the fonner were seen the smiles of inno- 
cence, whilst on the latter sat brooding a mix- 
ture of cruelty and avarice, which no pen or 
pencil can describe. 

In the afternoon I came to Washington city ; 
and on the 9th, I attended the meeting at 
Washington. In the evening, I had the com- 
pany of a native of Falmouth ; but, of late 
years, he has been employed in the national 
dock-yard at Washington city, as naval ar- 
chitect. 1 understood that he had, early in 
life, been invited over to this country by Doctor 
Franklin, as one skilful in ship-building. Hav-» 



208 .TRAVELS IN 

ing had his education in 4)ur society, it ap^* 
peared inconsistent that he should be employed 
in constructing ships of war ; but I found he 
had forfeited his membership. Howeyer, I am 
mistaken, if the building of ships of war is not 
a burden to him greater than he will be able 
long to bear. 

A friend supped with tis this evening, from 
Providence in Rhode Island, and gave us an 
interesting narrative of a journey he took 
through the wilderness parts of this continent, 
to New Orleans in Louisiana. A considerable 
part of the way he went by water in canoes, 
having Indian conductors, and passed through 
many Indian settlements, by the chiefs of which 
he was, in general, kindly and hospitably en^ 
tertained. At one Indian village in particular^ 
the chief, calling together the inhabitants to a 
place where they held their public meetings, , 
and placing the friend by his side, made a long 
harangue* The substance of it was, his appro- 
bation of the principles and practices of friends, 
concerning which he had obtained informatioa 
at some former period, and which he then en- 
deavoured to explain to the Indians about 
him. Amongst other things he renaarked, it 
was a self-evident truth, that the Power wbieb 
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gave life and breath to man, alone had the 
right to take it. 

At another settlement of Indians, he was 
agreeably surprised to find what great progress 
was made in agriculture and manufactures. 
He was told, that, in tliis district, there were 
200 looms employed by Indians ; and at the 
table of the chief at which he was entertained, 
there was every kind of vegetables and fruit 
common in the cities of America; such a» 
peas, beans, cabbages, asparagus, melons, 
peaches, &c. At dinner, amongst other things, 
a quarter of roasted lamb was served up ; a 
thiag hardly to have been expected at an Indian 
table. 

lO^A. After visiting the Senate and House 
of Representatives, I spent a short time in the 
Supreme Federal Court ; where the Chief 
Justice was then sitting. A great part of the 
Capitol is already finished, in a convenient^ 
and indeed, in a superb style, yet a great deal 
remains to be done before the whole will be com- 
pleted. Doctor Thornton, one of the magistrates 
of Washington city, and who was some year^ 
a school-fellow with me at Yealand, is the ar- - 
chitect employed in furnishing the design of 

K 
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the Capitol ; and which he showed me during 
a day which I spent principally at his house.. 
The plan is magnificent, and the scite chosen 
to build upon, is very favourable to its b^ng 
seen to the best advantage ; being a situation 
commanding a beautiful and extensive prospect 
of the surrounding country; and enlivened by 
a view of the Potowmack, which is Seen for 
several miles below Alexandria. 

I set out for Baltimore ; and a friend in com- 
pany gave me an affecting account of a hWk 
slave, residing near his house, who is a pattern 
of integrity and industry. Such is the con- 
fidence reposed in him by his master, that for 
many years past, it has been his practice to 
send this slave to Baltimore, with his waggon 
laden with various kinds of produce, the sale 
of which he intrusts to this black man ; also 
the care of receiving and bringing home the 
money ; by which means it frequently happens 
that large sums of money pass through his 
hands. This service he has performed sq much 
to the satisfaction of his master, that he scarcely 
ever ventures to employ any other person for 
these purposes. 

This faithful slave has a wife and a large 
family of children^ who reside in a hut close 
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by his master's house. He is allowed a small 
|K)rtioa of time weekly, to do something for 
himself and family ; and being frequently em- 
ployed by the neighbours to do little errands 
for them in Baltimore, he has, during many 
years of care, and frequently by hard labour 
when others were at rest, scraped together 
about 200 L He lately made an offer of all this 
to his master for the freedom of his family ; but 
the master absolutely refused to give him his li- 
berty on any condition, alleging that he could 
not meet with another in whom he could so 
confide. 

The poor man had greatly flattered himself 
with hopes, that considering his time of life, 
being now about 50 years old, a much smaller 
^tum would have procured his liberty ; and it 
would indeed have purchased that of ^almost 
any other slave in the neighbourhood. On 
finding his master inexorable, his disappoint- 
ment and distress were extreme, and, in the 
anguish of his heart, he determined to leave his 
>vife and children, and take the first opportunity 
of quitting the country for ever. However, he 
concluded first to call on my acquaintance, who 
had always been his friend and adviser, to in- 
form him of his resolution. This friend sympa- 

K2 
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tthized with him in his affliction, but did not let 
that suffice ; for he went immediately to the 
master, and used every endeavour to prevail 
upon him to accept the money offered, and, to 
grant the man and his family their freedom. 
I.n order to induce the master's compliance, he 
^represented to him the exceedingly ungenerous 
^return he was making to the poor nian, for his 
fidelity and industry ; as the only plea urged 
by this unfeeling master, for his cruel conduct, 
was the uprightness and integrity of the slave! 
But, alas ! avarice is deaf to all arguments ex- 
cept those of self-interest ; it was therefore in 
vain that the cause of suffering virtue was thus 
pleaded ; for the hardened task-master was in- 
exorable to all reasonings ; and the poor black 
man and his family remain in bondage^ living 
witnesses to what a pitch of obduracy, avarice 
and self-interest can harden the heart of man. 
As notliing that this friend could say had any 
effect upon the master, he thought it his duty to 
endeavour to reconcile the poor slave to his hard 
lot, and to persuade him not to leave his wife and 
family, as it appeared his full determination to 
have done. In this he was more successful ; 
for the poor man concluded to remain with them, 
and endeavour to bear bis burden with patience. 



KORTH AMERICA. 213 



Chapter XIL 

B^timore—fiunpowder Falla^M^ry Stroud— Civilizing^ 
the Indians — Negro Boy Sado— Battle of Brandy-wine^ 
and events in the neighbourhood— Westgrove — Another 
Negro Boy — tMerion — Occurrences there, iffr. — Gend- 
rai J^oreau^A Negro Slave who had been liberated^ 
Dt' Franklin* 



2d Months ISthy 1806. I attended Baltimore 
monthly meeting, and paid a visit to a friend, 
who after many years' successful application 
to business, had retired from it, and was em- 
ploying a part of his leisure hours, in pro- 
moting an extensive work for supplying the 
town with water, in which he has embarked: 
eonsiderable property conjointly with many 
ethers. I took a walk with him to view the 
work as it was in progress, and, from what 1 
could judge, it will be attended with very great 
expense ; but' no doubt it will prove highly be- 
neficial to the inhabitants of BaltimDre. 

lAth. This day I dined with George Ma- 
ttiews, an ancient friend, who filled the office 
of inspector of beef and pork, exported from 
iftie Port of Baltimore. The United States^ 

K3 
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not requiring any oaths from those appointed 
to offices under goYemment, it frequently h^p-i 
pens that friends accept of them. 

loth, I visited a family of friends lately come 
from Amsterdam to settle in Baltimore. They 
had opened a shop here, lyhich tiiey had fur- 
nidied with the manufactures of Prance and 
Germany 5 and, for the short time they had 
been in business, had met with good encourage-* 
meut. I was rather surprised to see that ia 
some of the shops iix tlii^ place, as. well as in 
Philadelphia, although nearly the i^hole stock 
consisted of the manufactures pf other countriei>, 
yet but little pf it wa^ from England. 

16/A. I left Baltimore in the afternoon, and 
came that evening to Hugh Judg^'s^ a minister 
who is well respected in this neigbboi^rhood. 
His house and plantation lie near the GuB- 
powder Falls, and nqt far from the meeting 
which bears that name^ I was told of a re- 
markable preservation which the friends of th|s 
meeting experienced, during the revolutionary 
war in America. As our society generally had 
shown an attachment to the government of 
l^ngland, at the breaking out of the rexplutioQ^ 
¥ind had 2 as a body, adhered tp thc^ir peaceable 
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principle in refusing to take any active part in 
the struggle, there were many amongst the 
most violent of the revolting colonists, who 
were greatly exasperated against friends. How-* 
ever, a few individuals in the society, were not 
so careful, as in common prudence they ought 
to have been ; and several of them were ac- 
cordingly tried, convicted, and executed, as 
traitors to their country. The condupt of these 
imprudent individuals, increased the disgust of 
those violent partizans, and it sometimes hap^ 
pened that innocent friends were dragged from 
their meeting-houses to prison. 

At that period; a part of the American army 
lay hear the Gunpowder Falls meeting-house, 
which, however, did not prevent friends from 
holding their meetings for worship. Amongst 
the troops of which this part of the army wa» 
Composed, there was a Colonel of a regiment 
of dragoons, whose resentment against friends 
was raised to such a pitch of malice^ that one 
•day, when traversing the country, he came to 
the most extraordinary and cruel resolution of 
putting to the sword, the friends ^^ho were 
then collected at their place of worship ; con- 
• sidering them as no better than a company of 
.traitors. Drawing up his men near the spot, 
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he ordered them to halt, in order to make ar- 
rangements for the execution of 'his dreadful 
purpose. At tliis moment an awful silent pause 
took place, in which he felt his mind so pow- 
erfully smitten with conviction, that he not 
only drew off his men, but conceived very fa- 
vourable sentiments of the society ; and con- 
tinuing to yield to his convictions, he after- 
wards joined in communion with friends, and 
continued faithful to the principle of truth as 
professed by them. 

ISth. At dinner, we had the company of 
Mary Stroud, one of the fifteen children of 
Joseph Gilpin, mentioned by Thomas Chalkly 
in his Journal, page 313, Edit. 1766. Thii 
friend was in very low circumstances at the 
time Thomas Chalkly first visited him, and his 
habitation was a cave by the side of a mountain ; 
although many of his descendants, at this time, 
are people of opulence in America. The cave 
is now in the possession of otie of them, at 
whose house I was once hospitably entertained, 
and who considers it as reflecting honour upon 
the family, rather than as being any disparage- 
ment to it. Mary Stroud, although about 100 
years old, still retained her faculties in an ex- 
traordinary manner, and her observations were 
often shrewd and pointed. 
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* 19th, I attended the' quarterly meeting at 
liondon Grove, the closing sitting of which, 
was one of the largest I ever was at. Two 
valuable American ministers were here; one 
of whom appeared in an extraordinary manner,, 
and being a young, man of an amiable dispo* 
sition, and pleasing delivery, he will, I trusty 
continue a useful ornament in the church. \ et, 
how frequently do. we see the fairest hopes 
and prospects clouded ; sometimes by the un- 
wise attentions and adulations of the admiring 
crowd. It is greatly to be lamented,. that even 
those who in an especiaLmann^> are placed as 
guardians and overseers of the shepherds, are 
not altogether clear, of fanning that little spark 
of vanity, which the grand enemy contrives, iir. 
one form or otlier^ to light in almost, every, 
hun&an breast. 

Gh coming out of the house^aftfer Aie<break^ 
mg up of the meeting, I was surprised at the 
great. number of horses and carriages standing^. 
Q&v the ground before the meeting-house. The 
cpace they occupied,. consisted oi several acres; 
aatl, from tne best judgment 1 was able ix} 
form, there were nearly 200 carriages of difc 
ferent descriptions, mostly on springs, andi 
IBore-thaa double that number oF horses, ex^ 
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elusive of those used in the carriages* The 
trifling expense at which horses and carriages 
are kept in the country parts of America, ena^ 
bles even those in slender circumstances te 
keep them, which certainly is a great privilege 
in warm climates. After this meeting, I tod( 
my leave of several of my friends, never ex* 
pecting to see them again on this side of the 
grav^.. 

I spent part of this afternoon with John 
Pearce, an agreeable friend, who had devoted 
some years to the instruction of the Indi»i8^ 
in letters and agriculture, &c. and had been 
long amongst them in their settlements. He 
related a variety of little anecdotes concerning 
these untutored sons of the forest, chacacteristio 
of their habits and manners, from which it 
seemed, that the restraints and confinement of 
mechanics and labourers ia civilized life, are 
consideired by them as. the grea^st of humaik 
miseries; and that one nation should even wish 
to spread tbeir manufactures amongst otbes 
nations, and thus become labourers to those 
{or whom they have no knowledge or regard^ 
was, itt their eyes, the height of human foUy. 

JikB^ the plan in which this friend was en^ 
gaged, did not profess to interfere with the se-^ 
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Bgiotis concerns of the Indians, they were not 
•ften a subject of conversation with him ; yet, 
the Indians would sometimes observe, that they 
should have no objection to attending friends* 
meetings^ if it were not too long to sit doing 
nothing, without the privilege of a pipe. In- 
stances however have occurred, amongst such 
untutored indi\iduals, wherein they have evinced 
conviction, that the Great Spirit may be knowit 
and worshipped in silence.- 

I arrived at Samuel Painter's^ and while in- 
this family, I could not avoid noticing tlie in- 
nocence and simplicity of a little negro boy, 
named Sado; and on my making some inquiry, 
Martha Painter gave an account to the fol- 
lowing eti'ect: — Importing negro slaves from 
the coast- of Alricaj is contrary to the laws of 
the United States^ notwithstanding some of 
the ajoutliern tttates allow the keeping of slaves ^ 
and it sometimes happens, that an American 
ship is detected transgressing the law, in which 
case both ship and cargo are contiscatedl Not 
long since, two American ships with cargoes of 
slaves, were seized by a frigate belonging to* 
the United States, and* brought to the Port of 
Philadelphia, where they were both condemned ;: 
bit the poor black people on board were put 
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under the care of the Society iustitated for 
the Abolition of the Sliave Trade, and were- 
all provided ^ith places as servants or ap-*^ 
prentices. 

Amongst the latter was little Sado^ who wa9^ 
put out to S. Painter. Although he was treated, 
with the greatest tenderness, yet he wa» often: 
seen weeping at the recollection of his near- 
connexions. He said, that himself and sisterr 
were on a Visit at a relation's, and that, after 
the family had retired to rest, they were sud* 
denly alarmed, in the dead of the night, by a. 
company of man-stealers breaking into theirr 
habitation. They were all carried off towards- 
the sea, where they arrived at. the end of three- 
days, and were confined until the vessel sailed.. 
Sada's sister was placed in a situation neair 
S. Painter's, which afforded them frequent op- 
portunities of seeing each other.. Not long. 
after this negro boy had been brought into thisk 
family, he was taken ill of a bad fever; and,, 
for a time, there appeared but little hopes of^ 
his recovery^ although the best medical help- 
was obtained, and every kindness and attention, 
was shown to him. . 

While he laid in this state, his mistress ia^- 
qiiired of hlm^ if there was any thing he wished: 



tfORlH AMERICA. 221 

forhaipe, or if there was any thing she could do 
for him ; as they desired to do every thing in^ 
their pow^r to relieve him. In reply, he ex- 
pressed his thankfulness for their good inten- 
tions, but said, " There was nothing they could 
4o that would cure him ; yet if he was at home 
with his mother, she would soon make him. 
well ;'* adding, that " there was a plant grew. 
in his country, the leaves of which she gathered, 
and pouring hot water upon them, covered his^ 
body all over with them, and it always soon. 
made him well.^' Martha desired him to de- 
scribe the plant) and they would endeavour to. 
procure it.. He replied, ^^ It was not to be had. 
in this country^ for he had often looked for. it 
in vain-!' 

There being now scarcely any prospect of 
his recovery, his mistress was desirous of ad- 
ministering some religious, consolation, and- 
observed to him, as he had always been a very 
good boy, she had no doubt that if he* died at 
this time, his spirit would be admitted into a 
place of everlasting rest and peace. On hear.* 
ing this, he quickly replied i ^^ I know that if I 
4ie, I shall be happy ; for as soon as my body 
IB dead, my spirit will fly away to my father 
andmotber; and sisters and brothers^ in AlricaJj^ 
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The boy recovered. His good conduct haJ 
gained him the favour and respect oi the whole 
family, and 1 have no doubt, that the care be- 
stowed upon his education, will, in due time, 
afford him a brighter prospect of a future state, 
than that of returning to Africa. 

I have sometimes turned my attention t6 th^ 
orderly conduct, and pleasing dispositions of 
some of these black children, whom I have seett 
in friends' families. On considering that they 
have been violently tornr from their hear rela- 
tives and friends, and exposed to all the horrors 
and sickness of transportation in a slave ship • 
1 have compared them with the kidnappers, 
and with the owners, captains, and crews of 
slave ships, who assume tlie name of christians ; 
and, with the greatest self-complacency, make 
pretensions to being governed by the precepta 
and example of Cimst ; whilst they give the 
appellation of heathens and infidels to these 
poor unoffending negro children,: as a cover to 
tlieir cruelty. la such a contemplation, and 
comparison, the mind is overwhelmed with 
sorrow, at the idea of the atrocity anddarkne^^ 
in which human nature may be involved^ bj 
ibe unbounded thirst of gold. . 
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20th. The ground I travelled over this day, 
-was the scene of much bloodshed during the 
revolutionary war; it being that part of the 
country where the battle of Brandy-wine was 
fought. My companion was present at the 
time, with several other friends, who were led 
forth by the dictates of humanity, in order to 
lend some assistance to the poor wounded and 
dying soldiers, that lay scattered over the fields, 
through an extent of several miles. On this 
occasion, friends^ meeting-house of Birmingham 
was converted into an hospital, in which many 
of the poor mangled creatures breathed their 
last, and where many more suffered tlie am- 
putation of their limbs, with many other painful 
operations concomitant witii the carnage of war. 
Amongst those who ended tlieir earthly course 
in this meeting-house, were several officer?, 
who were buried in friends^ burying ground. 
One of them, a near connexion of the Duke of 
Nortliumberland, was a young man of the name 
of Percy, whose, amiable and ei^emplary con- 
duct under his severe suflS^ings, had procured 
him the particular regard and esteem of the 
friends about him. The shocking situation jf 
some they found in the fields, would not bear 
description ; in others who lay lifeless on the 
l^oond; it vas some iifne before any wound 



2H ff&ATELS nt, 

eould be discovered, a single bullet Having' 
passed through some Tital part; others had 
the fleshy part ot a leg: or a thigh torn to pieces 
by larger balls, and had sunk under the loss of: 
blood. 

These scenes of horror were followed by 
others, if possible, still naore revolting to humaU' 
nature. Those who have travelled much ia 
America, must have observed the deep channels^ 
that are in many places worn in the declivities 
of their fields, owing to the great depth of soil, 
and the heavy showers to whick they are sub- 
ject in that country.. It so happened^ that the 
dead bodies ot many ot those who were slain, 
in tiiis battle, were interred iu these channels,, 
and remained so tor some time undisturbed ; 
but, alterwards, some heavy rains fallings the. 
earth was washed away, and many of the dead 
bodies were again exposed ta view in a putrid, 
state. 

After spending an hour, or twc at. West 
Chester, we came to a friend^s house, where we 
dined and spent the rest of the day. At this 
friend's house, General L'Agneau made his 
head-quarters for some time before the battle^ 
•f Ctermantown^ where he lost bis life» Xhai^ 
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part of the English army undef his command^ 
was encamped in the fields and orchard, round 
about the house. 

22of. I this day went over an estate^ where I 
visited the old family mansion, which was' 
erected on the first settlement of this country. 
In many parts of America, and particularly in 
this neighbourhood, it is the practice of many 
, fanners to reserve about 15 or 20 acres of land 
for hay, which they continue to mow from one 
generation to another, many of them laying on 
but little or no manure ; but taking the advan- 
tage of situation, where the land may easily be 
irrigated or overspread with water from time 
to time. By thijs means, they obtain heavy 
crops of grass without the aid of manure, and 
thus supply themselves with winter fodder at 
an easy expense. On inquiry of two very re- 
spectable farmers and land-owners, they in- 
formed me that, upon an av^age, they got 
about 2 1 tons per acre each year, upon tiiis 
plan. The land usually chosen for tliis pur- 
pose, is not a dead flat or marshy land, but 
commonly the two sides of a narrow valley of 
easy ascent on each hand, having a small stream 
running through the bottom. When the land 
u io be watered, the. stream at the upper end 
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of the valley is diverted from its natural bed, 
and is conducted in narrow channels along^ 
each side of the valley, on as high ground as 
the head of the stream will admit; and, by 
placing obstructions to the current of the 
streams, in different parts of the artificial chan- 
nels, the water continues to trickle down the 
'sides of the valley, so as plentiftiUy and regu- 
larly to water the roots of the grass, but not in 
such quantities as to Cover the herbage. 

In the course of the day, we paid a visit to 
a friend, whose house,, during part of the re- 
volutionary contest, was the head-quarters of 
General Stirling ; and, sometimes, consultations 
were held here, by the American General Offi- 
cers, at which General Washington attended. 
While the armies lay in this neighbourhood, 
the farmers suffered severely in their property; 
one instance of which this friend mentioned to 
me, as descriptive of the situation of things 
amongst them : — A near neighbour, who had » 
considerable stock of cheese on hand, which it 
was found needful to hide, to prevent being 
plundered of it, was in hopes an opportunity 
might occur when it might be sold at a fair 
price, and to a regular customer; but it so 
happened, that some officers who were eiu 
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oapiped in the vicinity^ got information respect- 
ing the stock of cheese-. One of them sent a 
servant to the mistress of the house, who stated, 
that his master was extremely anxious to taste 
one of her cheeses, having he^n told that she 
made a better article than any of her neigh- 
bours, and that not having tasted any of a long 
time that was fit tp eat, he would freely give 
her. a guinea for a small one. However, the 
servant was not able to ascertain the fact, an4 
of course returned without accomplishing his 
errand* Upon this, the offioer went himself to 
the house, and, after a deal of persuasion,, 
prevailed upon the mistress to furnish him with 
two or three, fgr which he very freely gave her 
|i guinea, ^ae)i. 

He watched the mistress so closely, that be 
discovered wh^e the stock was laid up, with- 
out appearing to have observed whence she 
brought the cheeses for him. After many ex- 
pressioi]^ of thankfulness, that he had been 
supplied with such an excellent article, he re- 
turned to the camp ; hut the result was, that 
next day, a party of armed soldiers came to 
the house, and, after forcibly taking the money 
which the officer had paid the day before, they 
went to the room where the cheese was kep^ 
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and carried tbe v/hole off, without paying aoy 
thing for it. Such is the morality of war ! 

33df. We rode to WiUiam Jaekson^s house, 
at West GroVe, and spent the afternoon with 
him and his wife. He gave me a little history 
of the emigration of his family, into this coun- 
try, from Ireland : — Being in very low circum> 
stances, they were glad to put up with what 
was then considered the worst lot of land in. 
that part ; and on their first coming here, they 
were visited by a friend who was alre&dy set- 
tled, and had got his house built, and his land; 
in a state, of cultivation. This friend being, 
touched with compassion,, went home and told 
bis own family how deeply he felt for the' poor- 
Irish family, who, he feared, would never be- 
able to get bread to supped; themselves, the 
land was so very indifferent; and taking out S: 
bushel of malt, sent it to ihem to make a little^ 
beer, to support tiiei£ spirits under their dis- 
couraging prospect.. Such i» the alteration: 
*tliat has taken place, that^ attiiistime, the land 
which was then thought insufficient for the sup- 
port of one family,, is now divided into several 
plantations or farms^ each of which i» consi- 
dered as amply sufficient for the support of a^ 
&imi]y ia ease,, and even in affiuence. One o£ 
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these plantations is that now J)eIonging to 
William Jackson, and on which he resides. 

This night I lodged at Philip Price's. Here 
I met with a smart little negro boy, who had 
been stolen from his parents in Africa, and 
was placed in this family by the Abolition So- 
ciety. He had the character of being a boy of 
a bright capacity ; and although not yery com* 
munieative to his master and mistress, he was 
open and free with the children of the family, 
and would often, by the fireside in the winter 
evenings, recite to them the mournful story of 
Ills being made captive ; with many shocking 
circumstances that attended his transportation 
ia the slave ship ; from ,which he was liberated 
by an American ship of war. 

After breakfast I set out for Merion, and in 
tpy way passed by the front of Westown school. 
This school is managed upon a plan, somewhat 
similar to that at Ackworth, but with tliis dif- 
ference, that the children of friends in affluent 

ft. 

circumstances are not excluded. The number 
of scholars in the house is generally about MO, 
including boys and girls. 

. Sd Moniky id. t spent the evening in the 
company of Richard Jones^ who, being far ad- 
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vanced in years, of an actire lively dispositioUj 
and having a retentive memory, would fre- 
quently favour me with little anecdotes of the 
first settlers in this neighbourhood, which he 
had received from the parties themselves, in 
the early part of his life. Amongst the rest, 
he related to me a story which he had heard 
from an ancient friend, at whose house he had 
lodged, of the name of Rebecca Wood. When 
a little girl, she used sometimes to walk from 
Derby, where she resided, to Haverford meet- 
ing, the distance of a few miles. One day as 
she was walking along, she was overtaken by a 
friend on horseback, who proved to be William 
Penh. On coming up with her, he inquired 
where she was going ; and on her informing 
him, he, with his usual good nature, desired 
her to get up behind him ; and, bringing his 
horse to a convenient place, she mounted, and 
so rode away upon the bare back. Being with- 
out shoes or stockings, her bare legs and feet 
hung dangling by the side af the governor's 
horse. Although William Penn was at this 
time both governor and proprietor, he did not 
think it beneath him, thus to help along a poor 
bare-footed girl on her way to meeting ; and 
notwithstanding the maxims and customs of 
the world, these little kind offices to those in 
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low stations in life, were so far from lowering 
him in the estimation of those he was appointed 
to govern, that there perhaps never was a go- 
vernor, who stood liigher in the opinion of those 
governed by him, than William Penn. 

In repeating this anecdote, the old friend 
generally concluded her story with the obser- 
vation, that, " there were no such governors 
now-a-days." 

5th. A friend related to me a transaction of 
his, when but about 14 years of age, which ma- 
nifested a considerable degree of firmness in 
one so young. At the time of the revolution* 
a neighbour was condemned to death for his 
attachment to the English government. Under 
these melancholy circumstances, the near con- 
nexions of the sufferer, were anxious that the 
hody of their unhappy relative, should be de- 
cently interred in the family burying ground 
at Merion ; but considering to what a pitch of 
indignation the minds of the people were raised 
against him, it appeared to be a very hazardous 
task to take the body from the place of ex- 
ecution, surrounded by the great crowd of 
spectators who were thus assembled, to be wit-t 
nesses of the last struggles of their devoted 
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countryman. However, he, though but a bojr, 
undertook the task, and proceeding through 
the multitude, without any attendant, went up 
to the executioner, and demanding the body, 
brought it off in a hearse, himself being the 
driver; and conducted it safely to the relatives 
of the deceased. His youth, and the singu- 
larity of the circumstance, seemed to command 
flie respect of the multitude. 

Hth. I came from Philadelphia to Merion. 
The sun now having considerable power, I 
was struck with the loud chirping noise^ that 
issued from every little pond or pool of water, 
As I passed along, which, I was informed, pro^ 
ceeded from a. species of lizard that inhabits 
those places, and is commonly the first of the 
animal creation to usher in the spring. The 
chirping of these lizards in the spring, and of 
the tree-frog in summer, form no inconsiderable 
part of the rural sounds we are accustomed to 
hear in America; to which might be added, 
the notes of various other kinds of Arogs ; par- 
ticularly of tlie deep toned bull frog, whidi in 
a still summer's evening, when the wind has 
been favourable, I have sometimes heard at 
the distance of more than a mile. Although 
these sounds are strange t6 an English ear, yet 



there is something in Ihem which is far from 
being unpleasant; 

16f A. I spent the afternoon ^ Rd* Jones's^ 
who entertained me with an account of the 
manner- in which Phineas Pemberton and his 
wife, first became acquainted with each other; 
and they being the first of that iamily who came 
to America, the story was interesting; — Plu- 
neas, when a boy, was an apprentice to a grocer 
in Manchester, and it happened, on a market- 
day, that whilst serving the customers^ there 
came in a country friend add his daughter, of 
the name of Harrison, to purchase groceries 
for the family* As they waited to be serv6d> 
the daughter, who was but a little girl, em- 
ployed herself in eating cherries out of a Small 
basket she had brought with her. When Phi- 
neas was at liberty, he furnished tlie friend an4 
his daughter with tlxe groceries they wanted; 
and the little girl having some of her cherries 
to spare, ^ave them to Phineas. Pleased with 
her generosity,' he insisted lipon her taking a 
jpaper of raisins in return. From this trifling 
circumstance, an attachment originated which 
ended but with their lives. They were united 
in marriage when of a suitable age ; soon after 
trhich thfey emigrated to Ammca, and aftec- 

I4 
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tvards became the heads of one of the moaft 
respectable families in Philadelphia. The 
young woman's father also went over to Ame- 
rica with them. 

In recurring to tiie little story of Phineas 
Pemberton, we hare an example of the insta- 
bility of things in this changing scene. It is 
1)ut a very few years past that several branches 
of this family, seemed to stand foremost in rank 
both in the society, and in the American world 
in general; and there was every: probability, 
that the name and family might continue nu- 
merous and respectable for many generations. 
But, if I recollect right, at the time 1 am 
writing, James Pemberton, who is now about 
^4 years of age, is the only remaining branch 
<jf the family who bears the name ; and if he 
should be the last, it may be truly said, that 
. the sun of the family has gone down in bright- 
»aess*. 

^itJi. I came to Philadelphia, and spent the 
evening at John Elliott's, an ancient, valuable 
friend, a native of Leicester. He left England 
in early life, with his pareJ^ts, who, having im- 



« He is siflce deceased, see page 55. 



NOKTH AMEIllCA. J33' 

bibed favourable sentiments of America, had 
bidden a final farewell to their native land. In 
the recollection of this friend, I have often 
thought that the general teiior of his life and 
conversation, possessed as much of what T 
should call sterling Christianity, as I have ever 
observed in any othet man. In him were seen 
the innocence and simplicity of a child, al-. 
though he was a man of considerable literary at- 
tainments and reputation in tlie World. Through 
life, he had been an active and able advocate 
of the enslaved Africans; and, though not 
backward in giving a sentiment on the passing 
public transactions of the day, he was far froiri 
being a busy-body in matters of this kind; and 
such was the religious subjection into which his 
miiid was brou*ht, that, in lanrenting or ap- 
proving the measures of those in authority, it' 
was done with a meekness and calmness, whicii 
evinced that he Was biassed by no narrow 
party spirit, in the observations he made ; but 
that they were the eflfusions of a heart " which 
felt and cared for all." Being an industrious 
tnan, and Successful in business, he had the 
means, as well as the inclination, of serving^ 
his friends and strangers. Frequent oppor- 
tunities of the latter offer in this city, where 

L2 
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emigrant^ frotn almost every nation in EuropCi 
are often arriving. 

iOth. I was ac^companied by John PariA 
to A. Wilson*S| who some years since, acoom-* 
panied J. PemberUm on a religions visit to 
friends at Pyrmont, and was with him in that 
place when he departed this life, in the as* 
surance of a happy eternity. On A. Wilson's 
return, he had to pass tfirough a part of the 
country occupied by the allied army, then en« 
gtiged in its operations against France. He 
was seized and taken before the commanding 
officer, who took great ofience at his plain lan- 
guage, and not taking off his hat ; and, after a 
good deal of abusive language, struck, him to 
the ground. Afterwards, when time hfid been 
given him to explain who and what he was, 
the General appeared extremely aishamed of 
his conduct, and extorted a promise from him, 
that he would not expose him, on account of 
this cruel and unworthy behaviour towards a 
peaceable stranger. For this reason, in re- 
peating the story, he always avoided giving the 
name of the General 

After passing the limits of the Gormali lines, 
he soon came within those of the Frendi drmy^ 
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eommanded by General Moreau, aud was taken 
before him by some of the soldiers on the out- 
posts ; but here he was treated with great kind- 
ness, and a passport' was giyen him, which 
enabled himi to pursue his journey without far- 
Iher molestation. About the time that I am 
writing. General Moreau b^g exiled to Ame^ 
nca by the French Emperor, A. Wilson has 
had an opp^oftunity of acknowledging, and of 
returning his kindness. The General has taken 
up his residence about 20 miles from Phila- 
ddphia^ haying his wife and family with him. 
Several friends paid a good deal of attention 
to tl^em, on account of his humane and gene- 
rous conduct. Thus thi^liitle act of generosity 
to an unprotected stronger, proved the cause 
of many kind attentions to himself and family, 
when the scexie was changed, and when he, 
.frcm being a victorious General, commanding 
a powerful armyi was become an exile in a,fo- 
reig^ land. This little history affords a useful 
.lessoQ t9 men in power. 

29ik. At a Iriepd's house where I spent the 
evening at Merioh, I observed in his yard, a 
negro of an interesting countenance. On in- 
quiring who he was, I was informed that a few 
days ago the poor man came ^up from DeU*. 

1^8 
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ware State, and, at the recommendatioti of his 
Irother, this friend had taken him into his fa- 
' mily for protection* At the same time he re* 
lated to me the following narrative :-«-S9m« 
time since the niaster of this black slave died, 
leaving behiad him a widow, and one son, a 
profligate young man^ As the master fey oa 
his death^bed, he called this faithftil slave te 
him, and taking him by the hand^ told him that 
he felt his end was fast approaching, tfnd that 
his mistress would have little to depend upon 
for her support, except what she might be able 
to make of lijs labour ; and therefore he begged 
that he would continue to be faitfifut to her, 
after the master should b^ laid in die silent 
grave. In a very short time the master died, 
,and the slave continued his services to his 
mistress^ and mudb to her satisfaction ; enaUing 
her, for several years, to live comfortalftly^ and 
also to administer to the wants of her prolKgate 
son ; so that, tender a grateful sense of his 
worth, she determined to make Ibis blad£ man 
free, and also his family, consisting of a wife 
and three children. A writing was accordingly 
drawn up, and duly executed, whereby they 
were all liberated ; and the happiness of ftis 
family, utider these circumstances, \nay be more 
easily conceived than descnbed. 



r 
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Their industry and sobriety, manifested whilst 
in bondage, now had its full effect; and aU: 
went on happily and comfortably, until the 
profligate son, before mentioned, who had by 
idleness and drunkenness reduced himself to 
extreme necessity, conceived the cruel plan of 
invalidating the indenture which his motheF« 
had executed, to give this worthy negro family 
Aeir liberty ; and he actually sold the father, 
mother, and the three children, to a company of 
Georgia slave dealers, who were then in the 
neighbourhood. They being conscious that 
tlie young man had no right thus to sell the 
&mily, had detenpined to take them away in 
the dead of the night, ta preclude the possi-^ 
bility gf applying to any magistrate for pro- 
tection. However, the negro had got some 
kitimatioii of what was going forward, and, in 
eon6e«pi,^nce, kept loaded fire-arm^ in his house, 
being- determined to shoot any person who 
should attempt to break into his habitation. 
These precautions being known to the slavq 
dealers, they, for some time, did not venture 
to mo.lest him ; but he and his wife, being soon 
wearied with living in this state of anxious 
suspense, consulted a fellow negro, in whom 
they placed confidence, as to their host method 
of proceediog ; and it was concluded that the 

L4 
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whole JTaniily should leaire that part of the 

• 

country, aad settle ia Pennsylyania, as soon as 
possible J where they would be out of the reach 
of the slave dealers. ^ 

No sooner was this determination come to, 
than their perfidious friend, for the sake of a 
trifling reward, went to the Gkorgia slave 
traders, to betray the whole lamily into their 
hands ; and, in the middle of the night, they 
were seized, bound, and forcibly taken fnun 
their comfortable habitation, in order tO'b^ put 
on board aiimall sloop which lay in the driver, 
near at hand. On coming near the river, the 
foot black man, \yho bad been placed on horse* 
back, behind one of these Georgia men, sod«- 
denly broke loose, and leaping from the borsei 
plunged headlong into the river, Which be 
quickly swam across, and, getting mtB th^ 
woods, escaped from his inhuman pursuers. 
On this occasion, the agitation of the poor wife 
and children was beyond expression ; and to 
silence the shrieks and cries of this miserable 
family, these unprincipled men. beat them m^ 
mercifully ; and the last which the poor negro 
inan saw of this ^cene, as he fled into the woodsy 
was their beating his wife upoxk the bead, hith)» 
moat brutal manner^ 



To a person who has not beeil an eye- witness 
to such scenes^ it may appear incredible that 
transactions of so atrocious a nature, could 
occur under a form of government like that of 
the United States ; but the slavery of the ne- 
groes having long since been introduced, the 
evil consequences ' resulting from it, have not 
yet been rooted out of the Southern States y 
where a warm climate seems to have enervated 
both the bodies and the minds of the white in* 
habitantflu It is, however, to the credit of the 
people of Pennsylvania, and the States to the 
eastward and northward of them, that almost 
every thing in their power has beai done, to 
induce their southern neighbours to relinquish 
the infamous, and debasing system^ of person^ 
slavery ; and these can be scarcely a doujbt, tf 
they persevere in their hcmourable endeavoitrs^ 
that they will, in the end, be crowned with 
success* 

In conversation this evening with Scunuel 
Bryant, a son of the Judge of that name, he 
mentioned that Doctor Franklin was an inti- 
mate friend of his father, and that in conse« 
quence there was a frequent intercourse between 
the two families. Amongst a number of anec« 
dotes relating to the Doctor^ he recited ojft^ 
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respecting his religious opinions, which ap* 
peared to ma worth preserving. It is as follows : 
At the time the Doctor lay upon his death-bed, 
he was visited by a young man who had a great 
respect for his judgment .in all Hiings; and 
having entertained doubts in liis own mind,, 
as to the truth of the Scriptures, he thought 
that this awful eriod, afforded a suitable op- 
portunity of consulting the Doctor on this im- 
portant subject. Accordingly, he introduced 
it in a sole ' n, weighty manner, inquiring of the 
Doctor what were his sentiments as to the truth 
of the Scriptures. On the question being put,, 
valtfaough he was in^ a very weak state and near 
'his close, he replied : ^^ Young man !' my advice> 
\o you is, that you. cultivate an acquaintance: 
witli, and a firm belief in the Holy Scriptures^; 
this is your certain interest.'' 



.« 
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Chapter XIIL 

M^oodside^" Account of Captain Hathaway^ J Substitute 
Jot Soap--^ Yearly JHeeting at Philadelphia — JHerion 
J^eetitig'House — Violent Tempest — Dreadful mas* 
sacre qf the ConeHoga Indians, 



2d ofAth Monthj 1806. I spent this evening 
at Owen Joneses coantry-house, in the vicinity 
of Merion. It is a large handsome building,^ 
.beautifully situated, and commanding a fine- 
prospect of the Delaware for many miles below 
Fhiladelj^ia. The farm is under the direction* 
0f a free black man, . and apjpears to > be well <^ 
managed.. 

&th. I attended Merion meeting, and spent' 
the afternoon at Woodside* This is a beautiful^ 
spot, . commanding a fine view of Philadelphia 
and' of the country round it,. although about 
5 or miles <iistant«froDa that city. • This was 
.formerly the residence of. Governor Mifflin. It 
bas since been much improved ajpd beautified^ 
at considerable expense, by the present pro* 
^{liTietor George Ashton. Yet,, one of the greatest 
- arnaments. about the house, is his worthy fat^er.^ 
iAi^laWj . John .Parish. Though far advanced i 



in life, and gro\irn old in his services io the 
negroes and indians, whose steady advocate 
be has been, a long series of years, y€t his con- 
versation is still as lively $ind interesting as that 
of any young person. In the course of the af- 
ternoon, he read over several communicatiojia 
he had received from both blacks and Indians ^ 
some of which were highly interesting. 

• 

10th. Amongst those of my acquaintance ia 
Philadelphia^ at whose houses I bare -been 
generously entertained, is Captain Hathaway, 
whom I had seen at Liverpool. I mention his 
iaame in this place, to introduce aa account of 
» remarkable preservation vrhich he experienced 
not long ago, attended with some circumstdnceS 
generally known in Philadelphia: — He had 
been for some time commander of a ship in the 
ipast India trade> and had acquitted himself so 
much to the satisfaction of his employefe^ that 
he was engaged to go out again in that trade^ 
as commander of ttie Hindostan, in vrfaidi Tcry 
large property was embarked. The whole ma- 
nagement of the outfit had been conunitted t^ 
his. care, and every fhillg beinff made ready f(Mr 
the voyage, the vessel was on the point <of i^il- 
ing^ At this period, he found bier mind so op« 
pressed att^ prosper of ili^toyagis; 1hatl» 
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fdt himself under the neceaeity of requesting^ 
the owners of the ship, to liberate him from 
hisi engagement of taking the command ; but 
could assign no other reason than the oppression 
on his mind at the prospect of the voyage before 
bim ', observing, that he had no apprehension 
the ship would not prosecute her voyage in 
safety. He further stated, that as far as con- 
cerned himself, he could not feel satisfied to 
take the command of her ; but considering his 
engagements, he was determined to fulfil them 
as. far as lay in his power, if it was insisted 

The. owners, at first, seemed disposed to en- .. 
force bis compliance.^ yet» after a UtUe time of 
reftection, they gave up the point, there being 
several weli-.<]^aUfied Captains ready to supply ; 
his. plaof. The command oi an Indiaman is a 
sitiiation eagerly i^ught after, being considered -■ 
th^ most j>f pfitable of ai^ in the (commercial 
line,, as it affords many opportunities of making 
larger profits tiian any other trade. Another 
Capt£|ia was atcc^^rding^y appointed in the plaq^ 
of Captain Hathaway, and the Hindost^y^Jeft 
Philadelphia, in appearance as fine a ship as 
Imd of late sailed from that' port ; but she waf 
H^^W bwrd ^^(ft^ sheJeft4bje Delawav^.: 
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Thus was thfs Captain preserved to his Ta* 
mily and friends, by duly attending to those 
urgent, though incomprehensible UBpressioos- 
upon his mind. 

lith. I rode over to John Howorth's, and* 
spent the evening at his house on the baidcs of 
the Schuylkill ; where he has a productive} 
farm, whi'eh appears to be well managed. The 
road up to the house 'was planted on each side 
with English quicksets, which appeared to thrive 
better than any I had seen in this country. I 
understand that the winters here are generally 
too sharp for them, so thatthey rarely answer 
.as a fence. However,' the native American 
thorn makes a good hedge ; and, in some parts 
of the Delaware StAte, I have seen it used to 
considerable advantage. It is a much greaiter 
ornament to a pIjEintation, than citherthe com-* 
mpn worm fence, or liiat of ^fliepo^ and rails- 
which is generally found throughouttiie United 
States. The farmers object to hedges in ge- 
neral, alleging that they harbour birds ahd 
▼eniain of different kinds^ which kijure Iti6. 

crops.. 

• • » .J 

* J5th to 17f%, were spent at Mierion and in - 
ks neighbouirbood.' Iti the economy «tf a &nffijr. 
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*in this ♦country, I frequently observed a prac- 
tice well worthy of imitation, where soap is all 
expensive article. In many families, it is the 
custom to preserve the bones that are collected 
in the kitchen after a meal'. When a sufldcient 
quantity is obtained, they are put into a pan 
provided for the purpose, and some lie, made 
from wood ashes, is poured upon them. The 
pan being placed near the fire,, if the lie is of 
suiBcient strength to float an egg, it soon ex- 
tracts all the fat ; and dissolves the gristly 
parts in the course of a day or two. The bones 
are then taken out, and the liquor is left near 
the fire, and kept to a gentle boiling heat, or 
near it, another day or two ; or until the liquor 
has attained a ropy consistence. It will thcD 
answer air the purposes of soap; and, if a pro- 
per quantity of common salt be added, it hardens 
and becomes real soap. Ma.]ly families in Ame- 
rica never use any other liind. 

21st. I came to Philadelphia, and attended 
the first sitting of ike yearly meeting,, atten- 
o'clock this morning. The number of friends 
attending was great ; but it would be difiicuTt 
to form a correct estimate of^ ih'e vfhole ; yet I 
suppose there were not less tbah two diousand 
m«ii JSiriends present. One of tlie door-keepers 
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at Arch-street tneeting-bouse^ where tiie women 
friends assembled to transact their businesSi 
bad the cariosity to count them as they came 
out; and found that upwards of nineteen hun- 
dred females had been assembled there. After 
opening tiie meeting, friends proceeded to 
answer the queries, and went through seven 
of them. It was pleasant to observe that a 
large proportion of those who attended, were 
young persons ; to whom many instructive ob- 
servations were made. After an agreeable 
sitting of about two hours, the meeting ad- 
journed until the afternoon. Between meetings, 
.1 had the company of many friends from dif- 
ferent parts of the Continent of America. 

In the afternoon, at the second sitting of 
the yearly meeting, the answers to the remain- 
ing queries were read ; and several reports re- 
specting the establishment of schools, and the 
instruction of the native Indians, were brought 
in and taken into consideration* ' 

I 

• • • 

22cf. At nine o^clock was the third sitting of 
the yearly iiieeting^.\ Aft^r appointi&g. a com'- 
mittee to hear and judge of an appeal, the 
general epistle from the yearly meeting in 
Londoninra8 read ; and sis thousand copies of 
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\iy were ordered to be printed and distributed 
through the inferior meetingsi. Epistles from 
the different yearly meetings on Uiis continent 
Tcere. also read. 

After meeiipg, I dined at David Bacon's, 
in company with. Holy day Jackson, a friend 
who bad devoted some y^ars to the instruction 
of the Indians, in the useful arts of civilized 
life^ during which time he dwelt amongst them 
on the banks of the Allegany river. From the 
conversation I had with him, as well as with 
others who had given up much of their time to 
the same purpose^ it will probably require a 
long exercise of patience and perseverance,' 
beforo the Indians can be brought into a stat<9 
of complete ciyilizatipn. It has often appeared 
to me that there is a natural wildnes3 and quiclc- 
ness in them, which ail the pains or labour of 
the well-disposed white inhabitants, will find it 
difficult to subdue. However^ there are dif* 
ferent degrees of stability ai|^ prudential care 
simongst these people, in their natural state ; 
many amongst them paying some attention tq 
agricultural pursuits, and, in summer, pro- 
viding for the wants of winter ; whilst others 
disclaim all thought ox care for the future ; and 
bold m contempt ^U their neighbours, who dcr 
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pcnd on any other means for support fliatt 
hunting. Though friends reside amongst them, 
they are still, at certain times, in the practice 
of sacrificing to idols of their- own carving, 
some of which were in the form of an Indian 
warrior of a gigantic stature'; to whdm they 
sacrificed dogs, &c Notwiflistanding thiy, 
they hold a tradition that tlie universe was 
created, arid is supported by an all-powerful 
Being, whom they call the Great Spirit ; whose 
influcnccr is felt in every human breast, ap* 
proving for good, and reproving for evil. 

22c?. At three o'clock in the afternoon, the 
yearly meeting met again, when the minutes of 
the meeting for Sufferings were read, the con- 
sideration of which occupied the rehiaining 
part of this fourth sitting. 

2Sd. This morning at nine o^clock, was the 
ififth sitting ; when the state of the society, as 
set forth in the answers to the queries, wasr 
taken into consideration, and much advice was 
given on the subject of the deficiences thai ap- 
peared. 

* We met again at three o'clock, it being tte 
jiixth sitting ; when the report of the^ state 
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of West-Town school was read, and several 
subjects relating to that Institution were con- 
sidered, 

24<A. This forenoon, meetings for worship 
were held at the three different meeting-houses 
in the city* In the afternoon, at three o'clock, 
the yearly meeting resumed its business, in the 
.Beventh sitting. The Committee of Appeals 
i>rought in their report in the case of a fema)^ 
mha had appealed to theyearly meeting against 
4he decision of lier monthly and quarterly meet- 
ings* In the opening of this business, when 
the appellant was introduced into the mens' 
yearly meeting, and inquired of by the clerk, if 
ahe contrniied in the mind to prosecute her ap^ 
pedl, she, in a becoming msinner, replied that 
she came there for that purpose. After a fair 
^ and candid hearing by the committee of the 
yearly meeting, appointed from the most" im- 
'partiiBtl part of it, this poor' woman, who had 
• stood. a» it were single and alone, was restored 
to her right of membership in the society. 

I believe that meetings for discipline, some- 

tiines lose their proper Weight and authority, 

by active ftiembers getting into a cold, unfeel- 

•iiig maimer^f treating those who may have been 



352 TRAVELS IN 

brought under dealing. The habit of constantly 
speaking to cases .which occur, endsmgers our 
getting into a customary form ; and the nund, 
by this means, runs considerable risk of be- 
coming lesssensible of thetenderingimpressions 
#f the Divine influence. It is well firequently 
to remember this great tmth, that the more 
closely we attend to this seasoning virtoe, the 
more wiU our minds be elothe^ with meeknen 
a^d charity, and we shall be thereby preserved 
from doing or saying any things that maiy have 
a t^Mlency to irritate or wound, eveu the slnall'' 
est deUnqueat, 
»■ I 

The business of the appeal bdbg disposed 
9fy the propriety of continuing the s^ond day 
Boning meeting was ent^ed into ; on which 
it was agreed, that the Htee^g shoidd 1^ dkh 
continued, and a minute to that j^orpoae was 
accordingly made. A report from the Goifr- 
mittee on Indian Affairs was brought in and 
read, with a statement of the receipts and ex- 
penditure of the cmnmittee, by wbi^h it ap« 
peared, that there remained a balance in the 
bands of tbe'treasurer,,of about'^000/. currency ^ 
a part of which ^um was ordered to he handed 
to the Delaware tribe of Indians^ whose fore^ 
fathers had shown great kindness to firiendPi 
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#11 ikeii first landing in this country ; the re- 
collection of which had great weight on friends' 
minds at this time^ in the distribution of this 
inoney. Thus the good deeds of ^e fore- 
fathers of this tribe of Indians, were visited 
Upon their children's children, some of whom ' 
9tood in great nefed of the assistance now af- 
forded, and to whom it would be very useful 
in providing husbandry utensils, &c. &c. I 
observed that friends were generally careful 
not to hand their presents in money ; but pre^ 
ferred sending them various kinds of tools both 
for husbandry and carpenters' work ; and they 
would also, on some occasions, hire a workman 
to put them in a way of using their tools. . 

After the close of this sitting, a friend in«« 
formed me that he had a prospect of removing 
to the Ohio, and showed me two certificates of 
lands he had purchased in that State, s^id to 
be of excellent quality, for which he engaged 
to give lis. 3d« per acre, to be paid by install 
"knents at two, three, and four years. The 
number of friends who have emigrate.d into 
tiiat State, in the course of the last, few years, 
is said to exceed 800 families ; and their in- 
crease still continued to be so great, that tb^ 
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establishment of a new yearly meeting in those 
parts, began to be seriously thought of. 

2oth. X attended the eighth sitting of the 
yearly meeting, which began at ten o'clock 
this morning, and the whole of it was employed 
in the consideration of the report brought in 
by the committee appointed to revise the dis* 
cipline. 

In the afternoon we met again, at three 
o^ clock, being the ninth sitting, and proceeded 
in tlie consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee on the revision of the discipline. 

• 

26th. At nine o'clock, was the tenth sitting. 
Friends were occupied during the whole time, 
on the revision of the discipline, but chiefly on 
the subject of using and dealing in spirituous 
liquors, and of friends keeping inns. Much 
was said to diiScourage the practice, oh account 
of the exposed situation of the families of those 
engaged in this line of business. On the other 
hand, it appeared to some, that were all inns 
in the hands of steady, consistent friends, it 
would be a great blessing to any country, and 
would have a tendency considerably to check 
that torrent of profligacy and dissipation, which 
too generally prevails in inns and taverns. 
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At three o^clock in the afternoon, was the 
eleventh sitting ; when the meeting proceeded 
in its deliberations on the revision of the dis- 
cipline. 

27th. The first day of the week I attended 
the North meeting in the forenoon ; and in the 
^iftemoon, that held in Market-street. At the 
latter, a friend from the neighbourhood of New- 
York, in tlie course of his testimony, explained 
the difference between the terms wisdom and 
knowledge ; the former embracing not only the 
knowledge of what is riglit, but also the prac- 
tice of it J for this only, he said, was true wis- 
dom. On the other hand, how many, alas! 
aire possessed of the knowledge of what is right 
and good, but fall short in firmness and inte- 
grity to uphold and practice it. This, he said, 
was knowledge, but not wisdom, 

28fA. This mornittg, at nine o^dock, I at- 
tended the twelfth sitting of the yearly meeting; 
the fore part of which was occupied in the 
fiurther discussion of the report of the com- 
mittee on the revision of the discipline ; and 
some alterations were finally agteed upon, and 
others were left for further consideration next 
yean 
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The meeting then proceeded to the reading 
and consideration of several epistles addressed 
to different yearly meetings on this continent ; 
and also of one to the yearly meeting in Lon- 
don ; which, with some small alterations, were 
approved and adopted. After a solemn pause, 
and a prayer to the Divine Being, the meeting 
, concluded its twelfth sitting, and the last for 
Ihis year. 



6th Month, 2(1. 1 spent the afternoon plea- 
santly at Merion, in company ^vith two friends, 
whom I assisted in planting several paper- 
mulberry trees, on the vacant ground near the 
•meeting-house, -which were Intended to be a 
sliade for friends' horses in the summer seasoA. 
There is generally a plot of ground round the 
country meeting-houses ill America, sometimefi 
of several acres, planted with shady trees, tinder 
which the horses and carriages of friends standi 
during meeting time, and altogether forming a 
most interesting piece of scenery^ 

'Scf. At Merion I this day received letter* 
from my wife and children, dated the 14th of 
2d Month, giving accounts of their welfare. 
Persons 1vh6 have never removed from th«r 
native country, cat hardly cbhceive the ple^sui^e 
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derived from the correspondence of near con- 
nexions when separated fx'om them in a distant 
land. 

4/A. I attended Merlon meeting, it being 
Jst day, and afterwards had the company of 
two young men from Philadelphia, both of them 
descendants of German parents who had left 
their native country, in order to enjoy the 
blessings of religious liberty in this land; a 
privilege which neither the Emperor, nor the 
petty Princes of Germany, had seen the good 
sense and the policy of allowing. 

^th. 'This day was rertiarkably tempestuous; 
and in the evening, there was so gteat a light 
over the cities of Philadelphia and West Ches- 
tor, that they appeared to be on fire ; and next 
ihorning we received accounts, that, in Phila* 
delphia, 30 good houses had been burnt down 
in a central part of the city, and that in West 
Chester, two large ships were burnt Within 
about two miles of my lodgings, the same even^ 
ing, a powder mill was blown up, and one 
person who had the management of it, lost his 
IKe by the explosion* Not many days before 
the accident, being well acquainted with the 
i|^an, I had some conversation with him on the 

M 
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danger of his occupation ; but the great trages 
he received, out-weighed all apprehensions of 
his danger, and he seemed to have made up 
his mind to continue the employment, notwith- 
iltanding he had before been blown up, and 
narrowly escaped destruction, with the loss of 
one eye, and the use of several of his fingers. 
So many dreadful accidents happening around 
ns at the same time called forth serious and 
nwful reflections. 

27 f A. This afternoon, a friend presented wt 
with an account of a most .extraordinary per- 
.^ecution that was carried on in the year 17G3, 
against the last remaining part of a particular 
tribe of Indiana. This tribe, from their residing 
i|,t Conestoga, were called the Conestoga In- 
dians. On the first arrival of the English in 
Pennsylvania, they sent messengers to welcome 
them, with presents of venison, corn, and skins ; 
and entered into a treaty of friendship with 
William Penn. This treaty had been since 
frequently confirmed, and had never been vio* 
lated, either on the part of the Indians or the 
English, until the time that these cruel trans- 
actions took place. It has always been ob- 
served that Indians, settled in the neighbour- 
hood of white people, continually diminish; 
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and this tribe had dwindled away, till there 
remained in the village no more than seven men, 
five women, and eight children. Of these, 
Shebeas, who was a very old man, had assisted 
at the treaty with William Penn, in the year 
1701, had ever since continued a faithful friend 
of the English, and bore the character of an 
exceedingly good man ; for, considering his 
extraction, he was naturally of 2^, most kind and 
benevolent temper. This little remnant of In- 
dians were in the constant practice of addressing 
every new Governor of the Province, and they 
accordingly presented an address to John Penn, 
a new Govenior, on his arrival; assuring him 
of their fidelity, and praying for a continuance 
cif that favour and protection they had hitlierto 
experienced. 

This address was scarcely presented, when 
the horrible catastrophe occurred, which 1 am 
about to relate. In the townships of Paxton 
and Donegal, in the county of Lancaster, a 
number of people, actua:ted by the wildest re- 
ligious enthusiasm, in which they were encou- 
raged by some furious zealots amongst their 
preachers, conceived tlie notion that they ought 
to extirpate the heathen from the earth, as 
Joshua did some nations of old; that they 

M5 
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themselves, as Saints, might posses^ the land 
J'ircd with this dreadful kind of zeal, on the 
11th of the 12th Month, 1763, 57 men well 
ifioiinted, and armed with firelocks, hatchets, 
c^nd hangers, ' came down from the two before- 
mentioned townships, and, surrounding the 
little Indian village at dawn of day, broke in 
upon the inhabitants all at once, and fired jffpon, 
stabbed, and hewed in pieces the poor Adence- 
less creatures who happened to be in their huts ; 
among them the good old Shebeas was hewed 
in pieces in his bed. The /daughter of the ve- 
nerable Shebeas, wIk) for several years past 
had devoted her time to waiting upon her be- 
loved father, was also slain. After taking off 
the scalps of those that were thus murdered, 
and setting fire to the village, the murderers 
mounted their horses and rode away, disap- 
pointed in not having found all the Indians at 
home, 14 out of the 20 being absent. It is not, 
perhaps, in the power of language to express 
the feelings of the remaining 14 Indians, some 
of whom were little children, on their return to 
the village, when they beheld the.mangled re- 
mains of their near and dear connexions, and 
^aw i\eiv habitations a heap of smoking iruins; 

The magistrates of Lancastei^, hearkig of 
wiiat had past,, came over and took the survivors 
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-^der tlieir protectioii> doing all in their power 
to console them ; and, taking, tliem by the hand, 
led them to Lancaster ; ivher<5, for their greater 
Becurity, they lodged tliem in a strong stone 
building in the town, in whicli they were sup- 
posed to be in perfect safety. The Governor, 
JohnPenn, immediately issued a proclamation, 
ctijorning all officers both civil and military, to 
assist in bringing to justice the perpetrators of 
Ais horrid outrage. 

The rcmaimng 14 Indians continued in the 
&ouse provided for them in Lancaster, in the 
centre of the city, unconscious of danger, till- 
Ihe 27111 of th^ 12th Month, being 13 days froifi 
the time their village had been destroyed. On 
Aat day a company of men, 50 in number,. 
wen mounted and armed, rode hastily into 
Lancaster, madie the best of their way to the 
house where the poor Indians were lodged ; 
with violence broke open the door ; and w itU 
fury in their countenances, rushed in vpoii 
these unarmed and defenceless creatures. Th6 
Indians seeing no protection nigh, nor any pos- 
sibility of escape, immediately divided into their 
little fanailies ; the affrighted children clinging 
to their distressed parents. In unutterable an- 
guish they fell upon their kncps, protesting 

]M,3 
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their love to the English people, and that, in 
their livhole lives, they had never done them 
any injury. While thus imploring mercy of 
these hard-hearted men, they were, without 
distinction, hewn down with hatchets, and, in 
a few moments, were all laid lifeless on the 
fl«or; a deplorable instance amongst many 
ethers, of what a pitch of wickedness the mind 
of man may be brought to, when actings under 
wrong Impressions of imagined religious zeaL 
This cruel massacre was completed in one of 
the largest inland towns in America, in the 
broad face of day, and in so public a manner^ 
-&at after the commission of Has atrocious mur- 
der, the miscreants all came out and stood at 
tte door of the house^ besmeared wsUi blood, 
gave three loud huzzas, mounted their horses, 
and rode away. Notwithstanding this pub- 
licity, and a proclamation by John Penn, the 
Governor, offering a reward of 200/. for the 
discovery of any of them, yet such was the 
dtead in which they were held; that none ol 
them were brought to justice. 



\ 
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Chapter XI Vt 

Jktnken — A Baru^ Piazzas— Afanagement of Skeep-^ 
Meriott — Eclipse of the Sun— James Simpson-Shad 
Fishery— Bee-eater— fFild Grapes— Bull Frog— Crab 
Cyder — Bogs — Fire Flies — Paper- JkfUls — Chisnut 
Trees— Harvest— Ancient Deed— J* Rowland-^ FFood 
FeWng— Indian Com. 



Mh Month, %ih, 180^. lattended the Valley 
■oeetiDg, at Tvhioh I noticed some of the Dunkers. : 
They are a religious society, who make a point: 
of never taking off the beard.; J observed a^. 
eomely looking young, man,, whose beard had^ 
so luxuriant a groi^, that, it spread a consi^ 
derable way oyer bis breast, and.gaTe^him f^ 
Tery patriarchal appearance. At the cjose qtf 
the meeting, I aocompanied Matthew Robert^^. 
who, ^ter dintier, showed me his ]barn, sta*^ 
Ues^^&e. ,whieh lure the most complete I have 
seen either in Englj^iid or America* ^ "^he ba^n 
is of stone and stands on descending ground, 
having a south aspect. It is about 40 yards 
in length by 10 in breadth, and 9 yards higli 
in front. Along tlie north side of the bam, is 
a- range of vaults which communicate .with it,. 

M 4 
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and are on tl\e same level with the barn. TJie 

centre vault, which communicates with the cow- 

* . . . . 

house^ is fitted up as a dairy ; and the other 

vaults are made use of to preserve roots, &c. 

for tlie cattle, such as beets, carrots, turnips, 

potatoes, pumpkins, &c. As the carriage-road 

into the barn runs over the vaults, as high as 

the topmost floox of the bam, the vauit& are 

preserved cool in the summer, and free fjrom 

the frost in winter. ' The whole of the ground 

floor of the barn being set apart for stables and 

cow-houses, as is commonly the case with bams 

in Pennsylvania, there is accommodation for a 

great number of horses and cows; Aloi^ tte 

Jsoni of the l>ani, about 8 feet from the ground} 

a wooden stage projects about six feet from die 

v^ali, inclosed overhead six oi^ seven feet higfa, 

and also lit the ends and «ide, forming a gal^ 

)ery the length of the building } hairing sev.eral 

communications or door-ways out of the barn 

Jnto it. In the floor of this gallery are several 

trap doors, through which they throw fodder 

for the cattle into the yard, during the winter 

months. It is obvious that an appendage of 

this sort must be very useful in a farm-yard, 

' as it also aflbrds a comfortable dielter ta the 

Wttle from rain and snow. 
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In me afleniooo, we passed over the ground 
occupied by the American army undel^ General 
Washington; as an entrenched camp, during 
the war. The remains of tlie entrenchments 
are still visible, although the scite is again be* 
come a thick wood ; so rapid is vegetation iB> 
this part of the world.- 

After fording the Schuylkill, which is here^ 
liroad and shallow, having several islands in it: 
covered with lofty trees, we reached the house of 
one of my relations.-. We found the family sitting, 
in the shade of the piazza,, inthe front of th^- 
hoUse, ¥vhere we joined them in taking tea, and* 
enjoyed the freshness oi* the breeze, ^nd a beau* 
tiful prospect of a great part of the countr} 
between his house and Philadelphia, a distan'60 
of about 20 miles;, and in the pleasantest part 
•f Pennsylvania. , The privilege of sitting undes 
the shade of these piazzas^, enjoying the fresU 
air. in. the -afternoons and evenings, fully com* 
Sensate» for any inconvenience thai is suf)fered 
from the heat, in the warmest part of itbe day^ 
These piazzas are commonly six feet wide witti. 
boarded floors. On seeing families seated ia 
them during their tranquil summer evenings, it 
^usiaatiy reminded me of the patriarchs of ol<i^ 
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sitting at the do'^rs of their t)»ti^%a[1&e cool of 
the day. * •• > ■ 

11 fh. was pleasantly sr;ent at tlie house of a 
relation ; and it was gratifying to find that he 
was paying considerable attention to his flock 
of sheep, also, that is labours were in a fair 
way of being crowned wit su cess. Hitherto^ 
* the farmers in this part of the w(»rld, have paid 
but little attention to their sheep, suffering the 
butchers to select the best formed for the market', 
leaving tlie most on in ry for stock. The na- 
tural consequence of such a plan was, th^t the 
breed continually degenerated. Against this 
mode of proceeding, my re ation had the good 
sense to remonstrate, and to reserve for stock 
the best part of his flock. The beneficial effects 
of this plan are so manifest, that I have no 
doubt the neighbouring farmers will be induced 
to follow his example. I thinjt l*have before 
noticed how fond the cattle are of salt in these 
partsv At the front of the house is a beautiful 
laWn, of many acres, gently descending towards^ 
the Schuylkill, in which nearly 100 sheep were 
.feeding ; and so partial were they to salt, that' 
I^bave seen the girls go amongst tliem With t£ 
handful of it, and by scattering a little amongst 
tbein^ -entice tbe^whofe floi^ up to the hoiise.. < 
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titli. 1 attended a meeting at Merian, of 
n^hich public notice had been given, on account 
of James Simpson, a Minister, who intended 
being there. In consequence the. house was 
well filled, chiefly by persons of other persua- 
sions; amongst them; were one Senator, four 
Judges, and four Magistrates^ who all behaTed 
in a becoming manner. This friend is far ad- 
vanced in years, and much esteemed by friends 
in Philadelphia and the neighbourhood; yet 
be follows the occupation of a broom>maker, 
and frequently comes down> to that city in »- 
handsome little carriage, loaded with his mar 
nufactures. AMiough a brooin-maker may be ' 
accounted a mean occupation with some men ; 
yet few pastors stand higher in the estimation-^ 
of theip^^floclu than he does. - 

16th.. This d^y>¥as remarkable for an almost 
t6tal eclipse of the sun. About eleven o'clock 
in the-iprenoon, I passed along the road, whea 
all seemed as quiet as at midnight-;' some stars 
appearing,; and the birds, being gone to roost.' 
Although not so dark as^ it'commonly is in the 
night, yet there was something awful in the 
stillness and appearance of the scene, thevo 
l^ing scarcely a breath of air stirring. The' 
poriiO!X^.of ..the 9W that yrasjfisi,ble,,.was^only. 



about a 34th part, and k cast a faint glimttieriag 
light through tiie leaves of the trees, the sha^ 
dows of which appeared like sheLUwoEk upott 
the ground. 

• 

• 

1 7th. I walked to the Falls of the Schuylkill^ 
where the scenery is exceedingly romantic aad 
beautiful. On my return in the evening, I wa« 
entertained with the harmony, if it may be so 
called, of the bull frogs, tree frogs, kittydids, 
and a v^iety of otlier animals not known in 
England, whose notes, though not so sweet at 
the melody of some of our singing birds, yet aK 
far from unpleasant in a calm summer's eyening. 

'^th. This evening I was in company witii 
James Simpson, he still continuing bis religious 
tisits in this neighbourhood. I have already 
mentioned this friend with respect, but to de- 
scribe him completely would bea^diflBicuUtaskf 
as it may be truly said that in person anddres^ 
as well as in the manner and subject of ins mi» 
nistry, he is truly an original^. In hh external 
i^pearance, he is thin, and upwards of tux fed 
high, his visage is verjTloiig, and nearly of as 
Indian complexion, with small quick eyes^ tM^ 



vespQndmgy and, to appearance, he may be 
«ibout 80 years of age. In the gallery he com- 
monly wears a daili coloured cotton cap, fitting 
closely to his head ; and over his shoulders, a 
Iqng dark coloured cloak. Notwithstanding 
)iis singular appearance, he is not less remark* 
able in his manner, when exercised in the gal* 
lery. He uses considerable action and gesti-^ 
culation, and his testimonies, in general, are 
^Ijnost a continual exposition oi ti^e Mosaic 
Law, with, references to the counterpart in the 
gospel dispensation, which he explains in a 
way that I never heard e<}ualled, and ^th ft 
yolubility of expressioi^, and quickness of re* 
collection, that are astonishing to a stranger. 

. 39th, I this morning paid a visit to Jacob 
Jones and his wife, at their habitation. This 
family, with many others I have met with, con- 
iradict a notion which prevails in England, 
** That the Americans are generally short lived.'* 
The husband is in bis..95tli year, and his wife 
in her 89tii year. One of her sisters is of tii'c 
^lame ag^, and another sister is in her 85th 
,year ; and all of them may, from every appear- 
ABoe^ live, some years longer. Jacob Jones 
told me, tliat he bad often ^iieai^d his'father speak 
mi \m hMiog ji^isii 4^ foiiad^ltion laid «f the 
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first house that was built iii Philadelphia; and 
I understood that he was one of William Penn's 
most intimate friends. 

I spent this eyeiling at a coim^y residence^- 
just above the Falls of the Schuylkill. At this^ 
part of the river, the Shad Fishery is prosecuted 
witii great spirit in the early part of summer. 
Almost every fai'mer, who happens ta have a 
field on the banks of the river, keeps b net for 
tliis purpose ; and, with a little industry, may, 
in the course of two or three weeks, lay up % 
supply for the whole year. The fish are salted, 
and are brought out, through the winter, as a 
relish at breakfast and supper. - 

« 

I have sometimes stood by in the erenrh^^ 
and watched the people taking these fishes. The 
nets used are about 50 or 60 yards in length,. 
,and about 6» feet in width ; the lower side being 
weighted with lead, and the upper siide sup- 
]^orted with pieces of coik. One end of the 
net is fixed firm to a stake on the. edge of. the^' 
river, whitet tiie other end' is' taken o«tin a 
small boat towards the other side* After getr 
ting to the extent of it, the boat is rowed dowa 
the jriver, bringing the end of the net. with i^ 

'%u4 . atkngth it cpmes to.ian49 a little below 

« 
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(he stake to ^liich the other end of the net ia 
fastened, forming a circular inclosore, within 
which the fish are secured. As tlie net ap^ 
proaches the lank of the river, the fishea are 
seen struggling in all directions ; till at last 
fliey are brought close to the shore, when thej 
are quickly gathered up, and thrown into the 
boat. Several hundreds are, at times, taken 
at one draught ; but as the fishing is continued 
through the nighf, during tlie season, the far- 
mers often think themselyes well paid with 20 
or 30, as they weigh about 5 pounds each. 

In the earfy part of the season, I think the 
shad is nearly equal to trout. Although the 
practice of eating it at breakfast and supper, is 
not common in England, I soon found myself 
very partial to the shad at breakfast, wifli coflTee 
and toast, it Being first nicely broiled over tlie 
hot embers of a wood fire^ 

'^*7th 3fonthf Ist In walking this day, I obv 
served the people to be generally engaged in 
reaping barley, wheat, and rye. The farmers 
here get in their harvest with little difficulty, 
ih consequence of the clear settled weather 
which generally prevails during their long Sum- 
Mtersi Unsound gr^ii is a thing searcelx evet 
heard of. * 
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2d. 1 spent the aftenioon at Henry. Bov^ 
man's. His bee-hives having been considerably 
annoyed by a bird, called the bee-eater, lie took 
out ills fo^vUng-pieee, and shot one of them; 
and on opening the craw, we found many bee» 
which it had devoured.. So destructive are 
tlicse birds, that a nest of them would destroy 
several iiives in the course of a summer, if left* 
undisturbed. 

Sd. In the evening I had a pleasant walk i^ 
a house, a considerable part of tlie road leading, 
to which,, is lined with cedar, sassafras, sha- 
mack, sweet chesnut, &c. &c.; but what has a- 
most singular and pleasing effect is, that most 
of the higher trees are entirely overgrown with 
vines, which spread over them with great luxu- 
riance ; and, when the grapes are ripe, present^ 
a very inviting appearance. They are of a 
small black kind, and very pleasant to the pa<^ 
late, particularly in pies and tart^ ; in l^hich; 
according to my taste, thc^ e^ceed^most iev^r]^ 
"other kind of fruit. , They are often prejserved^ 
in jars, for this purpose, to be us^d in, winter. 
Some of the best wine I ever ta9te4» tvas-mad^ 
from this kind of grape. 

Sth. About eight in the evelain^^ w^^set'out- 
& th^ Falla^ s^ge for Merion> a«4 About nin^ 
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grossed the Schuylkill at the Falls. The evei^' 

ing being serene and very calm, we were highly 

entertained with the rural soundi^ which prevail 

^bere; am<Higst them^ those of the bull frog 

^redcHuiinate. I .noticed that at times ther^ 

:wonld be a short pause, when one with a moffe 

^eep and solemn tone than the rest, would 

again break out ; this would be answered by a 

second in a sort of response ; and these again 

"fwould be succeeded by others, until this deep 

valley, tlurough which the river flow», re-echoed 

with tiie sound ia a great distance ahove*^ and 

i>elow the Falls. I have no doubt, bnt to-ttue 

aiative Indians, these Bounds are as dear as tiie 

MBg of Ae l«rk or the nightingale is .to w. ; 

6eA. We drank tea at Richard Joaes's* 
Before we left his house, he gave us a taste of 
his cyder, made from a species of apple, called 
&ke Vii3giiiia crab, the induce ^ his own otf- 
^ard. It was dyparior to any liquof I have 
ever tasted of the kiod ; indeed I have seldom 
^rank a glass of vriae ^ual to it, either as to 
liody or fliaiBour* . , ^ 

In the evening we called upon a friend, 
|rbose progenitorsr came from Germany. On 
nojtjcing a«^mb,erpf j|pe hofs.ia: his Qi^- 
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chard, which appeared very attentiye to tbo- 
fall of the fruity he told me that he annually 
brought up about 20 of them^ which deriyed 
a great part of their support from peaches, 
apples, &c. during the day ; and, in the even- 
ings and mornings, they were supplied with 
milk from his dairy, 

Ith* In the evening we called upon a firiend,* 
who was engaged amongst his reapers in the 
wheat field. He calculated that his produce 
this year would he. 30 bushels of wheat per 
acre ; an increase which must pay .the £Burmer. 
well, where the land, .generally qpeaidiif^, is 
rented at JOs* an acre per annum; there being 
BO tithes^ and the tajcea amounting to scarcely 
I^. per acre. 



OtA. The evening being serene and pleaSRUif^ 
I took a walk in company widi a friend^ and 
visited some of the neighbouringfanlilies. M^ '* 
though this may be deemed the hottest seaMm 
ef the year, I found ne incouveniei^^e firom the 
exercise of walking; but it must feevememr 
bered that ^ur clothing was very light. In 
passing along^ we^were entertained "with Hw 
apipearance of great quantities ol fire flies, ih 
thefields and wood»around us. Xhey hadthe*« 
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appearance of immeBse quantities of bright 
sparks of fire, flying in all directions amongst 
the grass and corn, as well as the leaYes and 
boughs of the loftiest trees. ' 

lOth. Having had several inyitations from 
an Englishman^ we called upon him in our way 
home, and were much gratified with the ap- 
pearance of his house- and farm. He came 
over fit the inTitation of his brolber, who was 
a man of judgment and experience, and many 
years a resident in John Pemberton's familyJ 
Qnarriying in America, having the advan- 
ti^e of 'good advice, be soon found a farm 
to hi» uund of 117acres^ with- a good house 
ilnd bams, for all which he paid' 42 llf. sterling;' 
but by the improvements he has made during 
the five years he has lived upon it, I was in- 
formed, it is now vrM worth treble tiie first cost; 
iHesklesi whidi, he has had to support an aged' 
parent, .and. a uumerotts flock- of. fine children. 
There is aiajrge gafden well laid out, and the 
niP9t productive one I have se^i eitherin Eng- 
laud or Amerioa ) the great variety of firuit and 
vegetables I saw here in a flourishiiig state, 
w<»ild inakeMup a. catalogue as large as that of. 
soiBB of our professed, gardeners in England, 
iBclMdiAg the produce of their hot-J^eds, whiet 
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are here nearly useless. I noticed the variety 
of peas and beans Avas much greater than I had 
before seen, and melons of eyery description, 
came to perfection with ^ little attention paid 
to them, as cabbages or potatoes. 

* ' • • 

15f A. Having been several times kindly in-- 
vited, I visited a respectaUe paper-maker in 
the neighbourhood of Merion. Hie sitoation 
is beautifully romantic^ being ift a deep Hanrow 
▼alley, the. steep hills on each side oi which 
are covered with wood. The QiiU iqiiieh woidd 
be considered as an .extcmsive one even in' 
Bngland, is sdmost wholly einployed iaaaaUag: 
writing and printing papery with lai^ fuan^ 
tities of which he supplies the printers aadl 
stationers in Philadeiphia*. 

During the visiti he gate nu; a Bttfe histMry 
of his life. About 20 years ago, bein^ ifara 
12 yeptrs o| age» he Itft M^^, his native ^ce 
in Cleriaanyy, accofupanied by his father^ who^ 
died ofi the passageti^ tii|3 country. B^ng of 
that class of emigrants called rddemptionecsr 
already mentionedi. h^, on the a^ival of |he 
ship in 1^ Dislaware, .was h^ed by Hc^iry 
Drinker, and was employed about the house »s 
a waitiini; boy, and assistant to the ^irb in the 
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kitchen. After spending nearly four years in 
tbis family, and having acquired the English 
language, he had the good sense to discern, 
that it would be more to his interest to be 
taught some manufacture ; and requested liberty 
of his master to be put apprentice to a paper- 
0iaker, which was readily granted, although 
his first indenture was not then expired. After 
having obtained a knowledge of the manu- 
facture of paper, he, by industry and care, ac- 
quired sufficient property and credit to enable 
him to begin business ; which ho has now^ for 
scTcral years, carried on to advantage. I never 
was . in a paper-mill where flie business was 
managed with more neatness and order. As I 
sat in the house, it was pleasant to ireftect oh 
such an instance of successful industry. Hb 
has a rising family of healthy looking children 
about him, witii an amiable wife and severdl 
filsters. 

lifi retmning td'my lodgings, I had the 6u- 
iiosity to take the dimensions of a chesnuttree, 
of the sweet kind, which stood by the way side; 
and found it more than 27feet in ckcnmference, 
aad its^ thidcBess continued in a regular pro- 
pcMion to the height of ab&ut seven yards, whidi 
was the length of the bole, -clear of branched. 
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IMh. I have noticed for a day or two past^ 
that the harvest for wheat, rye, and barley, is 
entirely over, not having continued more than 
two weeks. The serene and settled weather 
generally prevalent here, with the practice of 
work people of all descriptions turning into the 
harvest field, makes short work of it. It is not 
customary here, as in England, for the women 
io work in the harvest field at all. In this 
neighbourhood, the blacksmiths, wheelwrights, 
weavers, tailors, &c. &c. all shut up their shops 
to assist the farmers. 

30fA. I attended Merion meeting, and in 
the afternoon visited an ancient friend of the 
name of Mary Price, who, although upwards 
of 80 years of age, generally walks about a mile 
to meeting ; and, considering her years, con- 
tinues to be an active, lively woman. At her 
house I was shown a deed of conveyance, of 
five thousand acres of land, the purchase-money 
for which was one hundred pounds, reserving 
a quit»rent to William Penn and his heirs, of 
Is. per acre. The same land, where inclosed, 
now sells for 12 1 per acre, being a six hundred 
fold advance in the course of 130 years, on the 
intrinsic value of the land. 
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. Hat. was employed in writing to my wife 
and family, when I informed them of my in- 
tention of sailing for England, in the John 
Morgan, Captain Bunker, with whom I was 
well acquainted, and whom I knew to be a 
skilful, careful seaman ; but notwithstanding 
my intentions, I was prevented, by unforeseen 
circumstances, from sailing in this diip ; for 
which I have reason to be. thankful, as in her 
voyage to England, she strudi upon a rock in 
the night, on the coast of the Isle of Man, and 
was Jost 

Z2d. I was informed of the decease of 
Joshua Rowland, an amiabk young man, of 
Lewis-TowQ, near the. mouth of the Delaware. 
Although not more than 25 yesbrs <>id, his. less 
will be severely felt by the black people ih that 
neighbourhood. He had been an ardent and 
steady friend to that oppressed race, and the 
means of rescuing many of th^n from a state 
of slavery,, who had been cruelly forced into 
bondage, by a set of unprincipled men^ from 
Ihe Georgias, who sometimes hover about this 
part of the Delaware State and Maryland, 
asid carry off whole families of free negroes in 
the night. They takQ them on boards small 
vessels, in the neighbouring credos, andso^hip 
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tbem off to the Georgias and Carolinas, where 
they are sold to the planters. 

I have seen several of the black people whom 
he had rescued and sent up to his brother-in- 
law, Henry Bowman. The latter had procured 
them «tuations in the interior of Pennsylvania, 
out of the reach of these barbarous men. Not 
long ago, a mother, with seven children, was 
thus carried off in the d^ad of the night, ^from 
his neighbourhood. l%is flagrant act deeply 
excited Joshua Rowland's attention ; and, after 
riding nearly one thousand miles, he was ena- 
hied to rescue the whole family, and bring them 
siiafe home to their native place, although they 
had been dispersed and sold into various hands, 
by the kidnappers, in difibrent parts of Georgia. 

A very short time back, this excellent young 
man was taken ill of a fever, which, notwith- 
standing every help was afibrded him, made so 
regular yet rapM a progress, that in a few 
days, all hopes of his recovery were at an end. 
'^Phroiigh the whole, his mind was preserved 
citlm iand serene, and, when sensiUe that the 
dosing period of time was at hand, he requested 
tho^ his domestics might be. caHed into the 
xdon These consisted of two wbite servants^ 
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two negro boys^ and a little orphan girl, whose 
mother had been many years a nurse in the fa- 
mily y out of respect to whom, he supported and 
educated the child. The mind may conceive 
the situation and feelings of this little group, 
yet I am ready to believe it is impossible for 
the pen to describe it. After a short but awful 
pause, he addressed each of them in the lan- 
guage and accents of a father ; for indeed a^ 
a parent he had always conducted himself to- 
wards them. Having communicated to them 
. counsel and advice suited to their several states 
and conditions, he gently turned his face from 
them, and quietly resigned himself, and left 
the world without a 9igh or struggle ; a bright 
example of faithfulness to his Divine Master^ 
and a more intelligible exposition of t^e gospel 
of Jesus Christ, than whole Tolumes of con-, 
troversy. 

nth. I have sometimes noticed how es^pert 
the people of America' are with the saw and the 
axe, and as an instance of their dexterity, I 
may mention what a very respectable niillwright^ 
whose veracity may be relied on, this day told 
me. He said, that himself and one as^staut 
had cut down, in one day, 35 forest ,trees, of 
which a considerable part were oak, and whick 

N 
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averaged 6 feet in ciccumference. He added, 
that on using extraordinary exertion, they eat 
down one tree of this bulk in 7| minutes. 

t7thj 28thf and 29thy were employed in pre- 
parations for my return home, the prospect of 
which was more pleasing to me than I can ex- 
press. In wattdng out into the fields about 
this time, I noticed the crops of Indian com in 
the neighbourhood, which, in the line of hns- 
bandry, are truly grand and* beautiful at this 
season of the year, far exeeedilig any thing of 
the kind to be met with in England. Many of 
the plants rise to the height of 10 or 12 feet, 
terminating at the top with an elegant kind of 
flower, somewhat resembling a tuft of feathers. 
The leaves or blades which shoot from the 
stalk, and branch from it all the way up, arc 
about the breadth of four inches, and from two 
to three feet in length. The whole gives a 
field of Indian corn a most luxuriant appear- 
ance. 
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Chapter XV. 

Brief Narralion^Occurrence relative to tke AuXhor's 

f^oyage Home^ ^c. — Iron frorks-^Two German Fa-' 
. milies '^ Marble Quarry — A Farm -^ EmigranU-- 

Taking leave of his Friends about Meriont intending 
Jor New-York — Occurrences on the Journey — Em" 

barkofor England^Cabin Company^-Qccurrencei on 

the Voyage. 



Mh'ofSth Mouthy 1806. In the course of this 
day, Owen Jones and his mother-in-law called 
vipon us. This venerable female, who is now 
far advanced in years, has survived a numerous 
flock of lovely daughters, I think 10 in npmber, 
who have, in succession^ been taken away from 
the troubles of time, just as the affections of a 
mother would be likely to feel most keenly the 
privation. ' 

I had often remarked a settled grief upon her 
countenance, notwithstanding the affluence that 
was manifest in every thing around her ; but 
had not heard the mournful story till I had it 
from her own mouth. 

^th. After sitting a little time in the parlour 
at a friend^s house; a circumstance occurred^ 

^2 * 
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which I think I shall not soon forget. We had 
entered into general conversation^ but a silent, 
p^use ensued; and as I sat musing on the 
wospect of my voyage home, with some little 
anxiety respecting the perils of it, a friend of 
Philadelphia, who sometimes appears in the 
ministry, broke the silence that prevailed, by 
remarking that his mind had been occupied in 
ihe consideration of my voyage, and that for 
my encouragement he might say, he had a be- 
lief that 1 should be favoured to arrive safe in 
,iXiy native land, in two months from that time. 
No observation was now made ^n this inti- 
mation, but, on reaching my lodgings, I wrote 
<to my wife, informing her of the circumstance, 
and that I trusted the friend would prove a true 
prophet. My letter reached her hands two or 
4hree week« previously to my landing. 

In recurring to the intimation respecting the 
time of my return to England, there are several 
circumstances attending it, which I think are 
worthy of remembrance, though they are a httle 
out of the regular course of my narrative. It 
has been already mentioned, that it was my full 
intention to sail in the John Morgan, but that 
I was disappointed by the owners making an 
alteration in the time for her departure. After 
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this, Thomas Wright and I had concluded to 
sail for Greenock, in the Frances, she being a. 
fine new vessel, with good accommodation; 
but in this design I was again disappointed, 
the ship sailing before I could be quite ready. 
In her passage, she encountered a violent storm, 
•which nearly reduced her to k wreck ; and 
such were the difficulties the ship's company 
had to encounter, that several of the passengers 
and seam«n lost their lives. Notwithstanding 
I was favoured to escape these imminent perils,, 
there was considerable probability of my not' 
reaching England by the time mentioned ; as 

I still remained at New- York, when it wanted 

J. 

only about four weeks to the completion of that 
period ; and after we got on board^ we were 
detained on , the American coast nearly two- 
weeks, by calncis and light winds. Yet we 
er ossed the Atlantic ocean from thence, in the^- 
short period of nine days. On the 10th day,. 
a.nd 23d of our voyage, we made soupdings off 
Cape Clear, and on the 2(3th day landed safely 
at Liverpool, where I.was^ affectionately re- 
ceived by my neat relations in that town, within^ 
the time which the friend had predicted I should' 
return.- I forbear making any farther com- 
ments on these circumstances. But ip th^ 
course of the events^ I felt ixi^ my heart th^ 

S.3 '■ 
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jsentiment of humble thankfulness Co the great 
Preserver of men* 

11 ^A. I spent this day in company with a 
friend from Eiklands. She was then on a visit 
to her father, who had been seized with a pa- 
ralytic affection, which had entirely deprived 
him of the use of speech ; yet I have seldom 
seen a man preserved in such innocent cheer- 
lulness as he was. It is wonderful to observe 
what a degree of happiness the mind is capable 
of enjoying, under privations like these, when 
it has been preserved in a good degree of in- 
Bocency« 

13M. A friend in the neighbourhood gave 
me an account of an acquaintance of his, a na- 
tive of Ireland, but' who iiow resides nearLan- 
caster, in the State of Pennsylvania, which! 
tiiink worth preserving. This person feft Ire- 
land when he was nearly 16 years old, and his 
whole property when he Ijinded, scmounted only 
to about 12 guineas. He has now establish^ 
"extensive iron works where he resides, in which 
he employs upwards of 50 waggotf leariis ; and 
*the-prdfits of which, last yeari araouht^ to 
iwenty-five thousand pounds. What nf^akes it 
liie more remarkable is, -that tw o- persons poi^ 
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sessing, ^ large capital, had been ruined some 
time before, in an attempt to establish the same 
concern. 

lith. In walking out this evening, I met 
with two German families on tlieii way to the 
Ohio. On entering into conversation with 
them, they informed me, that tliey were yet 500 
miles distant from theplace of their destination. 
They were a company of fine, heathy looking 
people, and travelled along with apparent cheer- 
fulness. The older females and the little ones, 
were upon beds in their covered waggons, 
whilst the young women, with theur husbands, 
fathers, and brothers, went on f«oftr Parties of 
jttiis sort I have often s/sen travelling along, in 
the old patriarchal style, seeking a country 
where they hoped to meet with more trantjuilliiy 
and repose, than they had witnessed in the old 
principalities of Germany. -i 

Coai^idering tlie stability and industry, which 

• - • * - 

^50. enunently characterize most of the Germc^ 
emigrants, I.am,incli^ed to,believe that .thiijiga 
i must .be very n^uch out of order, in their n^ti^je 
•la^4j before men like them,, would come to .the 
^re6Ql^t|on of, taking a final farewell of tbefr 
Bf^^r cou^ej&ipns and friends; with tlie.. perils. 

N4 
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And inconyeniences of so long a royage belbre 
tbem. 

.17th. I paid a visit to Dr. Hydral, and 
ealled upon a family of the name of Crow, 
inrhere I saw a lutle establishment, just as it 
stood in the first settlement of the eountry. It 
consisted of a small workshop, containing a set 
of tools proper for blacksmiths and cairpettters, 
which, at that period, must have been an almost 
invaluable, appendage to a farm-house.- The 
Doctor complained *to us, that he had lately 
lost neai^Iy the whole of his diicks and geese ; 
which had been devoured by a large species of 
tpctoise. This animal creeping on tiie bottom 
i;^ the pond, seises tbe unsuspecting fowls by 
the feet, and dragging tbein under water^ eats 
^em at its leisure. The Doctor had arespect- 
jl^le est^Lblisbment for the education of his 
y<faildren ; having an extensive library, witii a 
pair of large globes, and an amiable young 
woman from England asi tutoress, who was 
^etl qua.lifie4 for her office, his children being 
^Ijftstly girfs. 

, Wth. After attending the annual general 
meeting at the Valley, we accepted* ati invitation 
fipom J. Cleevjer, to dine at im koufie. . We sftt 
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down to table with him and his wife^ their age4 
father and mother, ten daughters, and one son ;. 
being a fair sample of an American farmer's^ 
family* I was informed that his neighbour 
David George, a respectable fanner, with whoic^ 
I< have often been in comj^ny^ hastenson&anil 
one daughter. . 

Cionsiderisig^^ the tiiccountd I'had'read, of the 
homely fare and accommodations of th.e planters * 
in America, I was struck with the number and 
elegance of the carriages we saw on the road^ 
in goi^g from meeting to the house where wd 
dined ^ part of the way lying through the fo* 
ie&t,.aiid so0ie part tlirQugh a country in a high 
state «f cultivation^ * the pjTOspects Wjcre beaut 
lifully diyecsiiied. { 

■ * 
Iji aurway home, we visaed the proprietor 

of an extensive marble quajrry,,whQ kmdly con* 

ducted us into it ; T^ii,ere we fi^d an opportunity 

of seeing, the people at,, work, in separ^tii^ff ^ 

l^ge.blpcks from ,the solid rocJ^, This vein qf 

marble, which appeared to be froip 15 to 2g 

yards in width, runs, in the direction of south* 

^ast,,and.nwjtb-we^, through a stratum of lime^ 

^ne, a fev?, Jfeet .below the surface of thg 

giP^uod J said, it has the sigj^e^rance of tber^ 



\ 
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having been a cleft in {he limestone rock, inii 
which the marble had been poured in a Kquid 
state. Colonel Henderson, at whose house we 
were generously entertained, and who is owner 
ibf the quarry, informed us that he had solA 
thirteen thousand <;ttbic feiet from it in on^year, 
at 4s. 6d. per foot. 

2Scf. I accompanied a' friend, in order to 
have some conversation with a proprietor, re^ 
specting; a farm he had to let, and to view it. 
This farm was in a good state of caltivaiion*! 
with an excellent house, a very large bam, and 
etabling for many horses, with other conve- 
iuences on an ex^tensive scale. The spring 
iiouse^ or dairy, in particular, struck ny at^ 
tentioD, having a trench of spring water, about 
t^ feet wide^ and 4 0r 5 inches deep, running 
tQ round the room^ paved at the bottom, and 
Closed at thesides with stabs of white marble; 



.•i. 



I have before observed^ that in the springs 
tkater,. which surrounds the floor of &e dairies* 
i)Q this country, are pFaced the vessels* iidiiclr 
Contain the imlk, &c. and all is thus preserved 
^eet and cool, in the hottest pstrt ofilie sum- 
flier. Another- <^onve](ii^ncy ( I*" noticed in HAi 



being' a vault, nearwhicji was a stream af watet^ 
all within the inclbsure wherein the hogs werp 
confined. The advantages and comfort thus 
Insulting to &ese animalsj in hot weather, must 
^e obvious. On this farm, was also an excellent 
orchard of severalacres^- the trees of which werQ 
at this time in: their- pnme^ and now in full 
bearing, and having, been planted by the late 
Goverupr ^JVliffliU) w^ose residence was h^e, 
thev were well selected.- Such ali^undance of 
fine fruit I never before beheld,^ in the^ same^ 
epnipass of gcound i two or three of the best 
trees were literally broken down witli the weiglji^ 
of , the fvuit- The rent proposed for. this farno^ 
^Ith all those appei^dagej^,. i^as about 2(Ks. p^^ 
acre ; .,^nd,.the qi^aotity .being shprt of 100 acre^ t 
^be rent wcAild amount to. little more than leg^ 
ipterest forthe money whicb bad been expende4 
in buildings. As it Wfis not mere than an hour'g 
ride froin Philadelphia, and the land.qf gp5^ 
quality, I thought the price very reasonable. 

24ith. I attended' Merion meeting, and. m 
^e afternoon visited Jrohn Parish. Whilst w« 
il^t in, th^ piazza, i^ front of the house, ai 
W4^ad§ide^ . wtiere we bad a fine>view of Pbik^ 
d^lphia, the J^rsey^^ an4 the Intervening comfc^ 
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Hinnming Birds, flying aboiii the flowers neatf 
pur seats. 

27M. My business requiring thai I should 
pee a person who was at the Yellow Springs, 
I took a ride thither. At the inn where I break' 
&stedy which was the Gtmeral .Paoli Tavern,* 
I met With a family who had landed a few day^ 
before in Philadelphia, and were now on their 
way to the Ohio. As they spoke neither Eog*' 
l|sh nor French, I was unable to make out frow 
^hat part of the eontinent of Europe they 
Qame ; but, from their dress, I supposed from' 
Switzerland. The men wore a plain jacket and^ 
tf^owsers, with very large shallow crowned hats; 
and the ^omen had their hair plaited in long 
braids, which hung^ down th^ backs, with 
jackets and petticoats, just the reverse of the 
fashions of the present day. Altog^faer^ they- 
had the appearand of a stout, hardy race, and^ 
in this company, I ^understood there vfeve fcKu^ 
generations. The master of the inn informed 
me, th^t he had reason to believe tiiey had a 
very large property wiith.them, in thevwaggons 
in which they travelled^ 



On my arrival at the Yellow SnriM», I< 
t)athed and. draiJi thenfMiArSi jjtffciob.aw.I.li^i 
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Keve, a chalybeate. In the evening I returned 
to Merion, where I lodged, but was kept awak^ 
for a while, in reflecting on the wide wasting 
d^ects of war, probably in consequence of Meet- 
ing with the family of strangers at the Paoli 
tavern. That spot was rendered famous bt 
the destruction, as is said, of some hundred 
Americans, who liay encamped there, and were 
smrprised in the dead of the iiight, by a detach- 
ment of the English army, and put to the swordj 
The consequence of which was, I have beea 
informed, that a party of English met with the 
same fate in a similar way, from the swords of 
ihe Americans, on the banks of Hudson River, 
In addition to that event, I understood, from 
Ae master of the inn, that the family of strangers 
I had mentioned, all of whom appeared to be' 
persons of respectability, had been compelled 
to seek shelter in a foreign land, to avoid the 
scourge of the sword, which had recently ov^r- 
-whelmed their country. 

How litfle do the potentates of the worlcf 
and their minfisters, calculate on the mlscries^ 
tliey produce ! And ah ! how little' do they con- 
-mAev what responsibility, in the nature of things 
fliey must m^itably entail upon theniselves in 
•^«iAu?«*stat»0fbdii^1 "■ ^*-^*^- '■ - • 
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9th MtnUhi Ut This mwningf I left J^ei^ 
im my way to New- York, i» order (o take mj 
passage for England, and parsed tibrough Phi* 
ladelphia. We put off inta the Delaware,^ an4 
^,aprea4 wr. sails to the wind,,.wbich ia ahou^ 
one hour and a half, wafted us . ftafe to. Bur^ 
lingtoa i a distance of near. 20 miles.. 



4* 
» - 



^ 2el,. ;W« came jsafe to Amboy> and, aboiiS 
two o'clock in the afternoon, set sail for New-^ 
)fwk; yet, having but little wind,, we djd not 
r^ach ttie Narrows till after: dark^. ;Ehewin4 
beginning to blow v^y strong, the Captain oC 
tbe Packet thougjitit unsafe to att(Bmpt passing 
them ; he therefore put j^ic^r^hiB ^<^H^ :v^4th ^m 
intention to run into Prince'sr Bay^. and there 

lie at aAchQBktiUgaoxt43Qopiing, b^ingiadista^e 
of .near SO mil^s.^v As.we were running befor^ 
Hke wind, atthe rat^ of 6 miles.aa hour, jin th,^ 
dead of the night, with a very^jongl^ 9^a,.,th(f^ 
vessel suddenly struck agaiiist js^^met|iii)g ^Mi<:]||f 
immediately stoj^d her. prog^es^l ,ia^4 .tsb^^ 
t^wung X011114 witb gre^tt violwce: imd .noise^ 
At' 'the finst; alarm Lrau.rupw 4^19^^ when J(f 
found that •ur yeasc^hadr run fouLQf> an,otherj( 
n^l^ch was lying at anchor ; and our bogtf sprid 
was eIltallgl•4intbQaDig^gieg^thft^t^ftt^ 

This so broke the force of the shock; thai n^ 



ifistaiiied but little damage, and in a short time 
§oi clear of each other. We had great cau^e 
to be thankful for so signal a preservaftion, many 
tessels having been lost, with the people ia 
diem, when in much less apparent dimger thaii 
we Were on this occasion. 

%d. After lying at anchor seyeral hours, at 
4ay-}ight we again imade sail lor New- Yorkv 

5th. I went on board the Oliyer Elswortb^ 
with a view of tailing my passage for Liverpool^ 
and being satisfied, both with tlie Captain and- 
the ship, I concluded to go in her, and paid^ 
my passage accordingly. > 

^h. Thi9 morning I went out with a frfend) 
to attend upon a black man, who had corner 
from New- York, to treat for the purchase of u: 
cihaise which my acquaintance wished to sell^, 
haying lately purchaeed a new-one upon a dif. 
ferent constnietion. In couTeirsation, I gathered 
a little of the history of this black man, .who, 
h^ his industry and management,, had acquired^ 
a considerable frediold property in. houses in^ 
ih^ city, ^nd eoukt now^ with propriety, indid^ 
hit family i^ith the eottveoieney i>f a chaiae. 
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A few years past he was in very loweilrcaiii« 
stances, but coining under the notice of John 
Murray, who has been, I belieye, amongst the 
foremost in befriending die poor blacks, he was 
pnt forward and assisted in business, and wittf 
so much success, that he is now become a rerf* 
respectable tradesman. Indeed, he ranks mudi. 
higher than many of those, who have so stre- 
nuously contended, tiiat the poor blades arcf- 
little or nothing removed from the brute crea* 
tfon ; and that they taaay be boagfatj sold-, and 
degraded, as having neither the feelingfs noi^* 
faculties of men. So erroneous is this idea, 
tliat I have met with slave merchants,, who 
were far inferior to thi» black person, iid. the fa^^- 
cuhies of the mind. 

9th, This morning, between siic and Iseven^ 
o*clock, 1 went on board the Oliver Elswordi, 
attended by several friends of* New- York, who- 
kindly accompanied us^ and remained until the 
«hip weighed anchor about eight o*clock. I* 
then took a final farewell of «' thisr^delightfut' 
land,'' m which, although I have met -with mauy- 
things to try my faith and patience, I have ne- 
vertheless met with kind-hearted, afficMitionate 
friends ; many of whom feel nfeirer ftmd deatcf* 
to me, than I have language lo express > aiMl 
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whose kindness and hospitality, I trust, will 
nerer be effaced from my memory. 

Although a voyage to America may be con- 
sidered as a laborious and perilous undertaking, 
yet I have thought myself well repaid, in the 
pleasing event of many amiable and worthy 
friends having Ihereby been added to the list 
of my acquaintance ; whom, in all probability, 
I should otherwise never have known; and 
who, as to myself, would have been as though 
they had never been. 

As the loss of friends by death or otherwise, 
may be considered as one of the severest, of 
privations to a sensible mind ; so, on the other 
band, any addition to the number may be truly 
considered as one of the most valuable acqui- 
sitions. Yet such are our various propensities, 
that many,, no dou|;rt, look upon the satisfaction 
arising from sources of this kind, as little better 
than the* phantoms of the imagination ; and not 
to be compared with the pleasures arising from \ 
wealth or worldly honours. ; 

• 

Having weighed anchor, and got all sailb 
spread, we.glided gently along, having but little 
vitin^. Tha, wea^^ beiag fi?^ ^\ clear,, we^. 
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had a beautiful autumnal prpspact of ^ ewm^ 
try around us, ail the; way down ta Sandyho^j 
and there being no tidiness among th^ pas* 
sengers, we enjoyed ih^ scene. Our company 
consisted of a remarkable diversity as to tha 
countries whence they came. One came from. 
Delhi, in Persia ; two were Uindoos>: a mase 
and woman ; one cam^ from ^^hioe,, in. South 
America ; oiae.from Jamaica^; que from Ireland^ 
one from Scotland ; four from England ; and 
ene-Was a military officer firom Bengal.^ Besides 
these, die Captain and-M^te' o;f tfae^faip went 
North Americans, and the ship's Steward wa& 
ti native of Gcfmati;.. * 

Notwithstanding, this , great naticmal.vari^]^ 
.in our cabin's company^ and a great diversij^ 
in religious profession^ yet considerable bar* 
mony prevailed;, which in a great measure aro^f^ 
from the: constitution, of our: litile- republic, th# 
government of whkh <wa« foroAfdrif^t ti&e ^ 
quest of the capjtaia,.in;tbeou)fcQe^ofvthaimy#ge> 
The plauir adopted^ ws^ to divide .i^e.<^qmpiaiy 
fn the pi^bin, into tbreecommitte/^,. .|rJ^tQ(4^ 
.the government into.. thei^r hands 1^. tuiai^t;, 
each having the direction *of aifiurs flAtiiCfirtaih 
number of da^ys in. r^ation ;. dftirp^/i^ich^.tibi^ 
.steward and cook applied to the aeting comr 
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tkiittee for instructions, in all affairs relative to 
eating and drinking; these being matters in 
^prfaich the judgment of passengers is very likely 
to differ ; especially when consisting of natives 
1»f so many different parts of the "world. The 
captain foreseeing this, had wisely proposed rto 
us this mode of arrangement, and thusTemom^ 
all responsibility from himself, whilst it left him 
more fully at liberty to manage the ship. 

A little before we left New- York j there had 

j^een some very boisterous weather, the effects 

of wMcb we had w opportunity of noticing, «s 

we passed by Sandyhook ; where we saw seyer^ 

vessels which had suffered severely. One in 

particular had^ldst all faejr mdsts, and was )en- 

deavouting to make her way to New- York, by 

-means of a little canvas spread upon somertem- 

por&ry poles, which they had set up. Another 

had her top-^mast broken off, and still hanging 

by tb^ riggibg J however -tiie weather was then 

clear and ddfti^ and for seft^al days, bo sick- 

nlBss appeared amofipg^ tis. ^ Foi' twelve days 

•We made but^ireyy slow progress ; bat, on the 

-fthii^teenth day> t^e got'upOft the banks ufNevr* 

foundlttnid^ wbere ther.vessid was stopped a few 

ifaf^uris, (dtiiJMg which we took some fish ; ^Uteiv 

^brd^ We hoiste4 our sjails^ and cleared' tira 

banks early the next day. 
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A little before we reacdied the baidcs, the 
weather being very fine. aad calm, we discor 
vered a sail to the eastward, which, like our-, 
selves, made but very little progress ; yet, in 
the course of tlie forenoon, we came within liTe 
or six miles of eaoh other, when the wind nearly 
died away, and tlie sea became as smooth as a 
fish-pond. A». the ship in sight was deemed 
likely to ke oomiiig from England, some of out 
people had a great desire to get along-side of 
her, in order to inquire what news she brought. 
The boat was in consequence let down into the 
sea, and the mate and several passengers got 
in and rowed away, until they had an oppor- 
tunity of getting on board ; when they fdund 
that she was a ship bound to Philadelphia fr<m( 
Hotterdam. 

After leaving this vessel, a young m$ui front 
Manchester having a desire to bathe in the sea,, 
all being smooth and calm^ stripped himself foe 
that purpose. The captain of the Philadelphia 
ship observing this, took his speaking trumpet^ 
and warned him against going into the sea ; a&' 
they had observed a large shark hovering about 
-tfiem' all the morning ; but the young man 8up-» 
posing.be waft' only in jest, paid no regard to 
him, and leaped into the sea^ where he ssrant 
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about a little time, and then got safely into the 
boat again. However, on the boat's approach- 
ing our vessel, the shark was discovered in 
eompany with her, watching for his prey, and 
he continued hovering round our ship for sonde 
time. liooking at all the circumstances of the 
case, it may be considered a singular and won- 
derful preservation, that this young man was 
not devoured ; for had he continued one minute 
longer in the water, in all probability he would 
have been destroyed. 

By this little excursion of the boat, I saw 
the extreme folly iand danger of leaving a ship 
at sea, even in the finest weather ; except in. 
cases of absolute necessity ; for this boat hail 
hot got above half way to the other ship, when 
a squall came on with a thick haze, by which 
we lost sight of them, a:iid they of us. Had 
this state of the weather continued but a few 
hours, they, in all likelihood, would have been 
lost. When this alteration in the weather took 
place, and the boat disappeared, I confess j. 
was extremely alarmed ; although, on the com- 
pany's leaving the ship, I gave one of them a / 
small pocket compass, fearing that by some ac- 
ci'dent, ihey might be separated from us. On 
my expressing my fears to tlie captaSii, he said 
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that he scarcely knew a boat leave the ship in a 
4»ylin like this, but a squall of wind eame on. 

On the 14th day of our voyage, being the 23d 
of the Mh moad), after taking soundings on 
the banks^ the wind freshened, and being in 
our favour, we sailed about 220 miles, and on 
the 15th day, the wind still increasing, we sailed 
about 230 miles in our direct course. On the 
evening, between seven and eight o'clock, we 
descried a ship going right before the wind, 
like ourselves, with all sails set -, and by ten 
o'clock, being about two hours and a half, we 
came up with her, and passing close by j. we 
found her to be the Biitish Packet from Ha- 
lifax. In passing, we i^bserved the men were 
all at their guns, with lighted matches, sup- 
posing our diip was an enemy in pursuit of them. 
We soon lost $ight of them^ our vess^ being 
much tbe better sailor. 

On the }6th day, we sailed nearly 220 nulef^ 
and on the 17th day, about 140 ipiles ; on the 
18th about 220 miles ; on the IQth about 12D 
mpes ; and on the 20th day about 2.40 miles. 
Sailing in this rapid manner, the n^otioivoj^th^ 
ship through the waves, caused a(oamas wbUe 
as milk ; ^ long train of whi^b loigl^t be seen 
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to a ^eat distance behind the vessel ; and the 
hissing noise the «hip produced, excited the 
idea of a huge mass of red hot iron^ passing 
through the water. On the 21st day of our 
voyage, we sailed about 120 miles ; on the 22d 
day about 120, and on the 23d about 250 ; and 
this day we made soundings off Cape Clear. 
Thus, from the 14th to the 28d, being the space 
of 9 days, we sailed from -soundmgs to sound- 
ings, on the two sides of the Atlantic Ocean ; 
a very «hort «pace of time to traverse so vast a 
sea. On the 24th day we entered the Channel, 
and early in the morning, passed in sight of 
Waterford Light-house. In the course of the 
day, we also passed tiie* Tusco Rocks, having 
sailed nearly 120 miles* 

On the 25tfi day,' about midnight,' we came 
C^lose in with the point of Holyhead ; and, about 
one in the morning, came in sight of the Sker«- 
ries Light-house. This was the last night we 
were^ut at sea, and to me it appeared by far the 
most dangerous ; for the wind being very high, 
and the tide running very strong along this 
tocky coast,' made so mtich tioise,' that the sesf- 
inen were imatble to hear the captain give his 
eommanrd»; dnd being close in with the Isle of 
Anglesea^ wfe "appeared to be completely land- 
locked. 
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As I stodd by the captaih, he requested me 
to reach the speaking tnimpet, which was the 
only time he had occasion to make use of it for 
this purpose dnring the Toyage. All was agi- 
tation and bustle for a time ; the loud roaring 
of the winds and waves was such, that, eyen 
aided by the speaking trumpet, it was with dif- 
ficulty the captain could make himself heard 
by^ the poor seamen, who were aloft ia the 
rigging, using every exertion to keep the ship 
from driving upon the rocks ^ with the wind 
^blowing right upon them. 

I had now crossed the Atlantic fotor times, 
but had not before heard so loud an uproar d! 
winds and waves as at. this period; which, I 
suppose, was in part owing io the tide at this 
time running out with violence round the point 
of Holyhead, and adding to flie loud howling 
of the winds in the neighbouring mountains, 
which then appeared nearly to surround us. 
These were to me the most awful moments I 
had experienced, in all my travels, and, by 
those who know any thing of the coast, our si- 
tuation may be more easily conceived than I 
can describe it. As tlie ship was thus with 
difficulty working her way through the dis- 
cordant elements, every moment in danger oC 
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striking upon the rocks, we happily came in 
sight of the Skerries Lights, which removed all 
our fears. To be relieved from a situation of-' 
such great anxiety and danger, was indeed 
cause of thankfulness, and I trust will not soot 
be forgotten. 

Although there were neither moon nor stars 
visible, yet the bleak mountains around us were 
distinctly seen, and at times did not appear to 
be more than a stone's cast from the ship ; but 
this appearance wa^ Jn all probability deceptive, 
as it was scarcely possible we could have 
escaped shipwreck, had we really, been so near- 
the rocks. 

. Immediately after coming in sight ' of. the 
Lights, a signal gun. was fired from our ship ; 
and^ in a few minutes, a pilot-boat came along- 
side us, and we took a Pilot on board. Tike 
wind about'this time subsiding, we gently .made 
our way up tlie Channel ; . and early iu the 
morning, cast anchor off the Cheriiire coast, 
where weremamed till day*light of the, 26th 
day of our voyage, being the 5th of the lOtfa 
Month.. On rising and ^ going upon, deck, L 
found we were surrounded by a fleet of Bfearr 
9S> sail of shipS; several pf tliem^ like ojurselves^ . 
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being from America, and all waitung fiie xetulk 
i»f Oke tide. 

The morning t>eing warm and fine, after sib 
tempestnous a night, we enjoyed the prospeet 
-tround us ; and about eleven o*clo<^, we and 
4be rest of the vessels in eompany, weighed 
iLnehor. Having but fitde wind, most of ow 
caUa were spread to it, and we gently mad^ 
tmr way to the Memey. In this integral, our 
"cabin company all sat down to dinner togetfier. 
Notwithstanding we were 60 diversified, both 
with respect t9 country, and to habits and imn- 
ners; yet, having been so closely coi^ned 
vrithin the narrow limits of the ship ; daily eair 
ing and drinking together, and being ttOLrem 
ink- every danger, an attachment was produced; 
80 that I could not ai^oid feeling a sensation of 
seriousness in the refteciion, that this was, te 
ail likelihood, the last tfane we nbould meet i^ 
gether in this world. 



• » 



I have sometimes thought it a little temaifip 
able, that of all the variety of people we had 
.00 board, if I except a near relation, I rtoeivdd 
more kindness and attention from tihie]>oSr 
Hindoo man, though he was &i the st&tic^ of ^ 
.Bervant^ than firom any other^pcanMMh- - -AHhou)^ 



h^ was not ft christian, by pppfessioBi ;et im 
xhristiatt^yirtues he far excelled many vihQ beajr 
the name ; and sometimes I was ready to tnrish 
r could haye entered into his thoughts when 
^ beard, as lie occasionally did, some of our 
IJbristian pa^^engers, advocating the justice an^ 
qpropricjty ^ ne^ro alay^y.. He himself was of 
A^ darker hue tlguo) many slaves. 

Oam]^. leaving the diiip^ there were divew 
artiolea wbi^h.it was.not necessary should pass 
Jhe Custom-house; and which I wished to.tafee 
with me to my . relation's in Liverpool. Oto 
getting these matters together, and being about 
ta have.them taktm away, with the permise^ioii 
^f the officer on board, I wasFBv^rised,at.flds 
kind Hind^ atepini^ forivard, and insi^iBg 
upon taking them to my quarters hk «» towaj 
where he delivered them safely at the house of 
^y r^ati^p, ^ distance of liiore tfadir a m}» 
from the sl^ip, without aoeepting^ any ^ther re- 
ward, than the satirfaction- of doing: a kind 
«^ce tp one* he believed te^ be hia frien4^ JThe 
^cleshe took, were ¥iQ6% natural'curioBiti^, 
i^v^itli 9ame speeimen^ of Indian ingenuity ; awbl 
W^ entertained^ witktl^ iat^reat whi^h seem^ 
to be excited in the people who stood gftRiiig 
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streets with his hur^ea ; both himself and his 
load being equally objects of attention to the 
4^uriou6. 
* 

It is ever amatter of deep regr^ to see men 
jvho [^ofess to be believers in the Gospel of 
<Jhri9)t; and who have had the privilege of 
reading it, and judging of its exoellence, de^ 
basing themselves by the practice of every mean 
and sordid vice, allowed by ihe selfish. poUcy of 
^e world. On the other hjuid, it is exeeed-^ 
ingly pleasing to behold those, whom, becaose 
they have not had the same privileges, we are 
ready to. designate by the names of heathens 
^d. infidels; through regarding the law in 
thieinselves, became examples of many excellent 
christian virtues; thus manifiesting that God 
is 1^0 r«^peoter of p^nsons. 

' Being favoured once more to set foot on my 
native land, far Whidi I have great cause to be 
thankful, a fdHow-passenger and myself walked 
up to my relatiofi^s at Mile-end, where we met 
with a ho8|)itable and affectionate reception. 
After spending iMs niglit and the fore part of 
^e following day with them, we set out in the 
loiig coach for Manchester. In observing the 
extreme oppiaession exercised upon the poor 
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horses, in these heavy carriages, I found a great 
drawback from the pleasure which otlierwise 
would have been derived from travelling by 
land. 

We got safe to Manchester the same evening, 
^'herc we lodged ; and early the next morning, 
we again took coach, and set off for Shefheld, 
where we were favoured to arrive safe and well 
in the evening ; and I had the hcartl'elt satis- 
faction of once more joining my family and 
friends, after an absence of more than two years. 

In this period, I had travelled upwards of ten 
thousand miles, without meeting with any un- 
pleasant accident. When 1 consider that in 
this space I twice crossed the Atlantic Ocean, 
and that sometimes my way lay through the 
uncleared forests of America, where I often 
met with various tribes of what are called Sa- 
vage Indians, T want language to express the 
feelings of gratitude which often arise in my 
breast, for my numerous pi ct wii r ations and un- 
merited favours. 
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